Contains all ſuch Prophecies AS ARE APPLICABLE to 


the COMING OF THE MESSIAH : THE RESTO» 


RATION QF THE JEWS, AND THE RES 
' RECTION OF THE DEAD: whether” ſo appli 
JES or CHRISTIANS. 
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Favours read. 
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There will appear Aa peculiar propriety in 
the introduction of your. Name at the head | 
of a Volume of this nature: for as our 
Rabbins obſerve, N9Wan nawpbe D mamma 
GREAT Is CHARITY WHICH HASTENETH 
Tix REDEMPTION. This Work being 
written with a manifeſt intention. of ſhewy- 
ing the foundation of our Hopes in the fu- 
ture Redemption of our Nation; it could 


not 


be gte "SY 
not t with greater propriety have hood De- 


| dicated, than to a Gentleman © of your exalt= 4 
ed character, for Inte and Probity i in 
eve; 1 rabſackon of 155 — Le: lad by 

your Affability, Kindneſs, and UN BOUNDED. 


LiBERALITY to the neceſſitous, Daily, and 


Hourly, tending (according to the Maxim 


quoted), ig forward, that, GREAT, G Ton- 


008, and Hayyy event. > 


That you may long live an Honour, 


Ro Po Wu * 11 ο½d I 


and an Ornament to our met is the & 


{4 419998 02H 
cere and : Ardent prayer of 


101 5563: 20 Bus ment} To A 


4 1 


«191411 "Your much abies, od 
D acl 4113. 1 eds: 74 7 fy 99; 344 D. 50 Unt: If} 74 


fre And moſt Obedieny, 15 


190 8 bs 1 1401 : Ai 20 110 


erty 42% "36.5! ah; EE 8 eee Servant 8 1 4 
HDAKNT2AH H: 3! HW 7 19 9 557 LE VI I 


+ HOLT Y MAQG T4 4 17% 


G5, 10 ** 
8 1 = j 

eee 3 . i, in? 

11 March I T0 mo1:hnuoters Za 


* N 4 Kt r 7 1 N 
oh It : 40ers 0 offnet 771 34711 


l= FT, 


4 9 +! 
1 
FRYE: 


Li 
7 


FR 4 


4345 16S : 2 . g 5 | - 91 , | 7 : 7 — c 
| is 887 Trox VII. 
„% | + Ya. 911625% nanohte 


The rp 
r 


Wo 7 N be 


3 bor & 0 8 5 


ws Yo bes Ni : Rel, 


34. 


piskkNT 
The Prophecy of s „„ 


DISSERTATION X. 


A 


The Prophecies of Micah « = 232 


The firſt Prophecy of Micah bid. 
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my the Loan, an holy portion « of the wh, ha. 
length (ſhall be) the Jength of five and 


twenty the 
| thouſand; this (hall be) holy in all the L 


uſand (rods), and. the breadth ten 


ders thereof round about. Of this there ſhall + 


be for the ſanctuary five hundred (in Jength). 
by five hundred (in breadth), ſquare round 
about; and fifty « cubits for the ſuburbs there- 7 


of round about. And of this meaſure ſhalt 
thou meaſure the length of five away | 


' thouſand, and the breadth of ten thouſand; 
and therein ſhall be the fanctuary, (even) the : 
moſt holy (place). This holy portion of the 
land ſhall be for the prieſts the miniſters of . 


* 


the ſanctuary, that draw near to miniſter un- : 


to the Lox p; andit ſhall be a place for their 


houſes, and'an holy place for the ſanGuary, | . 


And five and twenty thouſand (in) length, 


and ten thouſand (in) breadth, ſhall 'alſs be - 
for the Levites the miniſters of the Houle, | bY 


(even) unto them, for a poſſeſſion (for) twen- 


and (in) length five and twenty thouſand | 


cver againſt the oblation of the holy (por- 
tion): it ſhall be for the whole houſe of 


; Iſrael.” 


a 


ty chambers. And ye ſhall appoint the edn 3 
ſeſſion of the city, five thouſand in) breadthi _ 


; : $4 
wo 
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| Second, of the portion that is to be Sven 


to the Prince; the Meſſiah; as ver. 7-8. 
| « And (a portion ſhall be) for the prince on 


on THE. PROPHRELES, SY | 


this ſide and on that fide of the oblation of = 


5 the holy (portion) and of the poſſeſſion of the 


city, before the oblation of the holy. ( por- 7 5 


tion) and before the poſſeſſion of the city, 
from the welt fide weſtward, and from the _ 
eaſt fide eaſtward: and the length (ſhall be) a 
over againſt every one of the portions, from 

| the border of the welt to the border eaſtward. 


In the land ſhall be his poſſeſſion in Iſrael; 


that my Princes _w_ no more Rv: my S 


people.” 


Third, of tho oblation a which all whey 00 ; | 
ple of the land are to give to the prince; the 
Meſſiah: ver. 1317. This is the heave- 


. offering which ye ſhall offer: the ſixth part 
of an ephah out of an homer of wheat, and 


the ſixth part of an ephah out of an homer 


of barley. And (concerning) the ſlatute of 


oil, (even) the bath of oil, (ye ſhall offer) 


' the tenth part of a bath out of a cor; (which 
is equal to) an homer of ten baths ; for an 


homer is ten baths. And one lamb out of 


* out of two hundred, from the wa- 
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; ON re, ne 
faith the LoD OC 
land ſhall give this heave offering to the 


of the houſe of Iſrael: he ſhall prepare the ; 
ſin · offering, and the meatzoffering , and : 
the burnt-offering, and the peace · offering = 


it upon the poſts of the houſe, and upon the 


the days of the Meſſiah: ver. 18-20, Thus 
faith the Loxp God: in the firſt (month) / 
on the firſt day of the month, thou ſhalt take 

' young bull without blemiſh, and ſhalt 


nement for them, 
All the people af che 


prince in Iſrael. And it ſhall be incumbent” 
on the prince (to give}-burat offerings, and 
the meat offerings; and the dri nk em 
in the feaſts, and in the new moons, and in 


the ſabbaths, and in all the bel tier 


to make OO. Loon _ Ms 8 2 
Iſrael. 5 | 


' Fourth, of the d lieation of the winpls 1 5 


cleanſe the ſanctuary: Aud the /prieſt ſhall 
take of the blood of the ſin · offering, and put 


four corners of the lettle of the altar, and 


5 2 © Uſed aner ro oer the fateſ 2 


off THE PROPHECIES, 34 
upon the poſts of the gate'of the innor court; 
And thus ſhalt thou do on the ſeventh * 
of che month, for him that erreth and for 
(him that is) fimple: ſo e e e 

| conciliation for the houſe. 

The firſt month, have eden” is 1 
month Niſſan: (for that is always called the 
| Griſt month; as Mofes faid; (Exod. Xii, 2 5 
| © This month ſhall be unto you the begin- 
ning of months “ Kr. And thus alſo the 

prophet ſays, ver. 21. In the firſt (month,) 
on the fourteenth day of the month, ye ſhall 
eee e &c.) and By which, the 
pftophet informs us that, on the firſt day of 7 
the month Niſſan, they ſhall dedicate the al... 
tar, by offering burnt OIL IN 5 
which is a manifeſt proof, that this promiſe 
was not accomplithed ut the building of the 
| ſecond temple z for in the book of Era, 

(Chap. iii. 6,) it ſays, ** From the firſt day 
of the ſeventh month began they to 
| burnt-offerings unto the Lox D.“ It alſo 
| mentions their keeping the feaſt of taberna« 
| clesz whenee it is clear that they did not of- 

fer the offerings of dedication in the month 
Niffan. Neither tad it be ſaid, that this was 
| the offering of the new moon, cndilant ie : 
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3 eee 1 1 
the Ling! as ſome have attempted to. exp * ; 
it; becauſe the prophet muy that this was 
to be a ſin- offering z ver. 19. cc And the 
prieſt ſhall take of the blood alt the fin of- 
fering, and put it upon the poſts of the 
houſe,” &cc. But this was not the caſe with 
| the offering of the /new moon; for the bulls. 
ttzhen offered, were burnt-offerings ; beſides 
their blood was not ſprinkled on the poſts _ 
of the houſe, nor on the corners on the ſet- 
tle of the altar; but only two gifts, which 
are as four *: from all which, it is manifeſt, 
that the prophet was ſpeaking of the future 
dedication of the altar, at the time of the 
true Mefliah ; and which is to be on the firſt 
day of the month Niſſan, i in the manner and 
1 form here ſhew n. 5 
uy As to what the Archbiſhop of 1 5 
ERA has obſerved in his note on this paſſage, — 
15 Cleanſe the ſanctuary, See Levit, xvi. 16 
Ayearly ceremony ſeems to be here enjoined, 
and not a mere dedication.” ſcarce deſerves * 
1. . | notice ; as there is not the leaſt analogy be- 
= tween. the words of the prophet, and Leit. 
if Ses Gemara Zencheen, Perek lan 23 * 
1 l. _—__ ns . | 
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| mentioned by Ezekiel; in which he differs 
much from the precepts of the law of Moſes... | 

| 78 in Ys to the feaſt of paſſover; ver. | 
22. And upon that day ſhall the prince 
| offer for himſelf, and for all the 1 3 
the land, a bull for a ſin- offering. But in 
the law of Moſes, there is not any mention 
made of a bull to be offered on any of tho 
days of paſſover 3 but a goat; as is ſaid, 
Numb. xxvili, 22. And one goat for a 
| fin- offering, to wake an atonement 7 5 
iu | 2 

| Second, concerning hit is laid i in ver. 
23. And ſeven days of the feaſt, he ſhall 
ofter a burnt-offering to the Lord, ſeven 

| bulls, and ſeven rams without blemiſh,”” &c. 
This differs greatly from the commandment 
in the Jaw concerning the offerings of the 
paſſover; for there it is ſaid*, *Two young 
| bulls, and one ram, and ſeven lambs of the 
Grſt year: whereas, Erekiel has added. ta 
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with he thing Lane of a an 7 \ of 6 oil. "” And 
for a bull, A meat offering of three 
tench · deals of fine flour 
an hin of oil,” . 
Fifth, concerning the 
| feaſt of tabernacles ; ver. 2 . 
venth (month) on the Anh ene of the: 
month, during the feaſt, he-ſhall do the like 
s; according to the ſin- o 
; pecording to to the ns and accords | 
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915 a SER of the e a 7s deen 
to the will of the prince; whereas in the 
law of Moſes, i : was limited to a certain 

' meaſure. In th 


meaſure of the meat-of- 
fering of the ram, and the oil, there is the 


fame difference, that 17 55 ooh ere men- 


toned. 
Seventh, Guis d Ul ſacrifices to be. 


9 offered on the new moon ; ver. 6-7. And 


in the day of the new moon (there ſhall be) 
a young bull without blemiſh ; and ſix 


lambs, and a ram, without blemiſh. And ; 
he ſhall prepare a meat-offering, an i 


for a bull, and an ephah for a ram: and for 
the lambs according as his hand ſhall attain 


unto ; and of oil an hin for an ephah. 


This 8 is an important difference; firſt, i in 
that he appointed one young bull for the ner 
moon; whereas the law ſays s, 40 two young 


| bulls:” ſecond, by ordering fix lambs; though | 
the law ſays · T, · ſeven lambs z” and alſo in 


the inſtance of the en ans mad ka ohh Y 


as already noticed. kk 
Eighth, concerning the daily offering; ver. 


* Numb, xxviii. TH 7 8 Ibid, „ 


5 


ON THE. kor HECIES. - „ 
e And“ he ſhall offer a burnt-offering - A 

ah unto the Log, 2 lamb of the firſt ear 
without biemiſh: he ſhall offer it „ 
morning t. And he ſhall prepare a met. 0 
offering for it every morning; (even) the | 
| fixth part of an ephah, and the third part of 
an bin of oil to ſprinkle the fine flour.” Here 
Ezekiel differs alſo from the law of Moſes; 5 
| as he mentions the morning continual burnt- e a 
offering, but has entirely omitted the even- 1 _ 
ing burnt- offering; there is likewiſe a differ- a 
ence in regard to the meat- offering 3 for the 
| law ſays, And a tenth part of an ephah of. 
fine flour for a meat offering, mingled with . 
the fourth p rt of: an hin of beaten oil.” But, 
Ezekiel ha made an addition to the fine . 
| flour, and: to the oil. It muſt alſo be obſerv- „ 
| ed, that the prophet has not made the WE 
| mention of the e feaſt of weeks, the feaſt of trum- 
pets, and the day 9 of atonement ; nor yet, of the 
| eighth day of 1 ſolemn aſſembly : neither has he 
| taken any notice of the offerings t that are to 
be offered thereon ; or informed us, whether 
| 38 were to be different from. the Jaw of 
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Wl. , offetin gs, that are to be offered ca- 

1 tion uke temple, that is bt b ble" the 

\lf future reſtoration of the Jews; and not of 

— thoſe ordained in the law of Moſes 3 for 
i theſe, are never to undergo any change; tlie 

= . precepts of the law being eternal; and are to 
1 be always obſerved: and thus fays the laſt 
[| of the prophers'*: tt Remembet ye the law 


of Moſes my ſervant, which 1 comb 
him in Horeb concerning all Iſrael, (even) 
' the ſtatutes and Judgements-. ence * 
is manifeſt that, Exekiel ne ver attertipted 0 
| laydown rules different from the law of Mo- 
ſes ; but only propheſied of the offering 
that they are to offer at the future dedica- 
tion: viz. the Hin- offering, bornt- offering, 
and meat- offering; ; and by which, the pro- 
pet informs us, that at the future reſtora- 
tion, on the fiſt day of the firſt (month * 
which, is the firſt day of the month Niffan, 
the days of con ſecration (i or dedication) of che. 
altar, will commence ; and therefore, God” 
octained, that on dee _— er _ 
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a young bull for à fine Wg aan W. like 


| day of the month, to make aten 
him that erreth; aul for 
that is, ſuch who through the great 30) 


| then will exiſt in the nation, might unguatc : 


| edly go into ſuch parts of the holy pt 
they are not permitted to enter. — 


when the feaſt of paffover ſhall come, AP 


| theſe days of ION, they muſt keep 
| tlie feaſt ſeven” days: (every one) müſt eat 
unleavened bread; / according to the law of 


x . 


m. and of the paſſover but only lald, that 
on the eve of the paſſover, which is the fours 
| ves day of the month, the prince ' (hal 


| offer for Himſelf, and for all the people of 
the land; a bull (for) a ſin-offering. And, 
as the even days of the feaſt of paſſover, will 


| be ineluded in the days of conſecration,” he 
therefore faid; that on the ſeven days' of the 
| feaſt he ſhillprepare a burnt offering of eren 
' Bills and (even rams, &. for theſt dre 


wholly, the offeriugs of the conſecration. on 
thoſe days; excluſive of the additional of- 8 
kerings of the paſſover, ordained in che hw*, 


” xxyili, 19% Kr. 
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| Moſes? "for he made no alteration” in d? 
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pom] the end of the ſeven days of the feaſt of 
 tabernacles;, on Which, the days of confes, 
. ended at the building of the ſecon 1 

mple: for Moſes held tk e conſecration, 
St days and Solomon, wi | | en built; 
the temple, - held them. double that time / 
and at the building of the ſecond temple, 


* Ls 3 5 


they held them treble that time: which ig 


ong and twenty days. And, as the f 
temple, will in its exaltation and 

tion far exceed the tabernacle that Moſe 
built, the temple that Solomon built. and, 
the ſecond temple ; God therefore command: 
eld, that at the future reſtoration, the days 
of conſecration ſhould continue from the 
time that Moſes held them, unto the time 
that they held them at the ſecond temple; 
that em the firſt day of; the-firſt monly 


4 


wit. ix. 1. See Jarthi, &  Abarbanat is kde" 
+1 King, viii. ww * Seven days and ſeven 4 
even fourteen days. +, Sf oo 201t 16 £ no 


| Nimm. to the twenty firſt day of the ſeve 


month Tiſhrer; the reaſdiy ERA dg xi 1 55 
by Sante hereaſter. Nn | 


prophet alſo a us bert they 


are to ofive at the future-reſtoration, during 

| thoſe days of conſecration ; and which is 
follows: they ſhall offer every morning, 4 
lamb for a burnt- offering with its meat-of- 
fering ; but this is to be excluſive of the 

| continual burnt- offering morning and even- 

| ing, as commanded by Moſes: thus alſo are 
the offerings of the different ſabbaths, and 
new moons that ſhall fall within the time of 
conſecration ; as likewiſe thoſe of the ſeven 

| days of the feaſt of paſſover, and the ſeven 
days of the feaſt of tabernacles ; for all thoſe 
mentioned by Ezekiel, are the offerings of 
| thoſe days of conſecration ; excluſive of the 

| offerings of thoſe days mentioned in the law. 
And, as the prophet in this place, did not 
[intend to ſay any thing concerning the offer- 
ings. mentioned in the law of Moſes; he 
therefore, even in mentioning what agreed 


with it, did not ſay, as is written in the law 


of Moſes; becauſe this was a matter wholly | 8 


| diſtin& from it: for this prophecy regarded 


| thoſe future days of conſecration only ; and 


4 


? 2b 71 661 Meins $7 © 


the book of Ezra, ii 5 Mon the Bc 
burnt offerings,” Sc. And in thoſe d; 


mentioned that they kept the feaſt of tabers 
-nacles, ſeven days, it ſays, .* And afterward 


of the Loxp, &c. Becauſe, the fi rſt a 


of the Lonp, as was the eighth day of lo- 
; lemn aſſembly ; becauſe. their conſecration 


* Feaſt of tabernacles. And thus 


| ee _— And n is no con- 


BEE 
DS 
ILSS, 


day of the ſeventh month. they began do pte 


conſecration, the feaſt of tabernacles was; 
cluded; but no mention is made of the eighth 
day of ſolemn aſſembly; but after 


(offered) the continual burnt-offerings, both 
of the new-moons, and of all the ſet fe 


tioned burnt offerings were thoſe of the cons 
ſeeration ; but afterwards, they .offecet 20 
cording to the precepts of the law only: for 
rg reaſon, the feaſt of tabernagles Wag 
not included in the general term, *the feaſty 


continued till the end of the ſeven days of 
(voy 9 * 
the caſe in the words of Ezekiel, who men- 
tioned what they ſhould do on the days of 


5 he offired on dhe fealt cr weeks, and the 


„% — mens) 7 


ce of the new meat-offering that u was. 


offeritigs of the feaſt of trumpets, and the day 
| efidrquiitionsitthng-chlld Wesen dis” 
timo of the conſecration, as he did of the 
eaſt of paſſover, and the feaſt of tabernacles; 
it is this; that on the feaſt of paſſover, God 
was pleaſed to order their offering of theſe 
offerings, on account of their great joy of 
the redemption; for in the month Niſſan, 
they were redeemed: from Egypt; and in the 
month Niſſan the future redemption; will al 
ſo take place; for the future redemption; will 
in evety degree reſemble be ee, 
has been frequently mentioned 
of this work: Adee Bede tubernacleb 
they were ordered to offtr thoſe additional 
offeringt 6n account of their ſaluatiqn from 
the war of Geg and Magog *, Which will 
happen at l ſeaſon of the year: but a8 
nothing particular is to take place on the 
Feiſt of ' weeks; the feaſt of trumpets, and 
(the day of atonement; ther is to be no add. 
tion made to their offerings, as ordained In | 
the law and therefore, 8208 Waren made 


no mention of them. . 
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| comet re is to enter; ; and that 32 
3 the'caft; hall be Mache fi Kg A. 17 
and on the day 6f the new ino it ſhall: be 
opened“. No, of the opening and ſhui- 


3 > 


Kd nas eo © 


E-- buildings: conterning nas Late! df the 
| ſanctuary that looked toward the caſt; «This | 
| -gats- ſhall be) ſhue; it hall not be opened, 
Ke. (It is for} the prince; the prince ſhall 
ſit in Ir t eat bread before the Lohn :“ we 
have no acedunc of at the building of the e. 
cond: temple; nor yet of the following 3 
though the prophet has laid it don as a fun- 
damental principle; 4 And the prince hal 
enter by the way of the porch of that gate 
vithout but the gate ſhall not be ſhut un- 


8 


future reſtoration: but nothing 6f this; was 
accompliſhed during the ſeednd temple: nay, 
it is manifeſt from the hiſtory of the nation 


e Chap. Ai . f Ibid. An. 2-3. 
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| manded to be particularly obfrved at ie 


20 _ DISSERTATIONS 

during the ſecond -temple, that not one of 

thoſe ſix important events, which the pro- 
phet here promiſes, were ever accompliſh- 
ed: for in the firſt place, neither Jeruſalem, 
nor the temple were of the enlarged dimen- 
tions here laid down: ſecondly, no fuch por- 
tion as is here mentioned, was ever given to 
the prince; as will be ſhewa more at large 
in the immediately ſucceeding prophecy: 
thirdly, neither was there any heave-offering 
given to the prince, of wheat and barley, and 
oil, &c. Fourthly, no ſuch offerings, as are 
here mentioned, were offered at the dedica- 
tion of the ſecond temple; nay, they did not 
ſeem to pay any attention to the rules here 
laid down by Ezekiel; for in the book of 
Ezra it ſays ®, ** Then ſtood up Joſhua the 
ſon of Jozadak, and his brethren the prieſts, 
and Zerubbabel the ſon of Shealtiel, and his 
. brethren, and built the altar of the God of 
Iſrael, to offer burnt-offerings thereon, as 
lit is) written in the law of Moſes the man 
of God,” Whence it is plain, that they of- 
fered their burnt-offerings according to the 
law of Moſes; not according to the rules 


* Chap. Ut, 2. : 
SER laid 
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g laid down by Ezekiel; becauſe they knew, 
chat the prophecy of Ezekiel reguarded the 
future reſtoration of the whoſe nation. From 
all which, it is clear to demonſtration, that 
chis prophecy, containing thoſe fundamental 
principles, was not fulfilled at their return 
from Babylon; nor during the time of the 
WT ſecond temple : neither were they fulfilled 
by, or in the perſon of Jeſus ; and it would 
be waſting of time to no purpoſe, to ſhew 
chat, they can not in any manner be applied 
to the ſpiritualizing ſcheme of the Chriſti- 
W ans : they conſequently remain to be fulfilled 
at the future reſtoration of the nation, ” the 
true Meſſiah : 
Note, as theſe fundamental W of 
| the future redemption, are not mentioned by 
| the prophet Iſaiah, they of courſe, can not 
be ſaid to agree with any of the fundamen-_ 
tal principles of that prophet, 

_ The ninth prophecy commences verſe 13. 
= Chap. xlvii. and is continued to the end of 
the book. 
In this prophecy, the five following i im- 
portant events, are foretold. Firſt, that at 
the future redemption of the nation, the 
| whole twelve tribes of Iſrael are to return, 
and 


00> 4 18 SERTATIONS ||) 
and inheais the holy land. This, the bunt 
Phet has thewn in the moſt clear and _ 
| e. manner 4 firſt, by his faying, - + bt] Thü 
(mall be) the border whereby ye ſhall A 
- the land, according to the twelve tribes of : 
' Hrachi” And ſecondly, in mentioning the 
names of every one of them diſtinctly. Chap: 
lui. 17. in the following order, firſt, 
Dan, then Aſher, Naphtali, Manaſſeh, Ephs | 
raim, Reuben, and Judah; and ver. 24-28, 
he mentions the other five tribes ; vis, Ben- 
jamin, Simeon, Iſſachar, Zebulon, and Gad. 
And which is a manifeſt: proof, that a the 
turlus tribes are to return at the time of the 
future redemption: and as it is well known 
mat this did not take place at their return 
from Babylon; for then alt the tribes did 
not return; as has already been ſhe wn in 
the courſe of this wotk; it is demonſtrable; 
that the prophet did not ſpeak of that return: 
dut that this ptomiſe remains to be aocom - 
pliſhed at the future reſtoration of 280 en 
by the true Meſſiah. | is; 
Second, of the ſubject of ow; oheri- 
tance: and which is, that their inheritance 
at the future reſtoration, is not to be given 
to them, as it was at the time RAN 
Gs | their 
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[the tribes ſhall have equal portions" Whether: 


„heir polls 3: ſo that a numerous tribe hade 
large portion, and a ſmall tribe had a lefs'ins ©» 
us neritances; no: on the contrary, God att: 
it been pleaſed, by the mouth of his prophet:xĩ 
of to ordain, that at the future reſtoration, all ä 
" 9 
p 


[they be many or few in number: and there: 
foro the prophet ſays, ver. 14, e | Y 
* ſhall inherit it one as n! as an 7 
this is ſpoke n-of the trib a 
they are not to inherit the tand 5 . 


to eee 09 


6 0 > * 0” 


into equal beta in — Ade! 
and of which every tribe is to havt een 
| portion. The reaſon of this "difference; _ 
learned Abarbanal obſerves, is, that the dif- 
tribution of Joſhua, being the fitſt diſtribu- 
tion of the land, it was divided acco ding 
the number of thoſe that entered it; and 
therefore, to à numerous tribe, Was Siren s 
large portion; but this plan, God forefaw, 
was not proper to be followed in the 
bution of the land at the future .reftoration 
of the nation: becauſe at that time the dead 
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will * and every man will return 1 
poſſeſſion, and to his family: and therefore, 
it the diſtribution was to be made according 
do the polls of * thoſe that return from the 
captivity, they might give a ſmall portion 
to a tribe according to its number; and 
when the dead of that tribe ſhall ariſe, the 
land would not be able to contain them: for 
which reaſon, God thought proper to ordain, 
that every tribe ſhall have an equal ſhare; 
and then take their chance of the number 
that ſhall ariſe belonging to each tribe, whe- - 
ther they be many or few; by which means, 
no injury will be done to any of the tribes 
in regard to their inheritance. But this 
promiſe it is well known; was not fulfilled 
at their return from the Babyloniſh captivi- 
ty ; for then the land was not ſo divided; 
neither did all the tribes then return, as men- 
tioned in the preceding promiſe ; whence it 
is clear to demonſtration, that this ptomiſe 
remains to be fulfilled at the coming of the 
true Meſſiah. | 
. enced, concerning the frrangers that 
ſhould ſojourn among them ; i. e. thoſe that 
ſhall have become proſelytes to Judaifm ; 
ver. 2223. And it ſhall come to paſs, 
„ (A 


oN THE PROPHECIES. To. 
(that) ye ſhall divide & it by lot for an inhe- : | 
ritance unto you, and to the ſtrangers that 
ſojourned among you, who have begotten 
children among you: and they ſhall be unto 
you as (thoſe that are) born in the land a- 
mong the children of Iſrael; they ſhall have 
 Mheritance Þ with you among the tribes of 
Iſrael. And it ſhall come to paſs (that) in 
what tribe the ſtranger ſojourneth, there 
Loxp God.” This makes an important 
difference between this diviſion of the land. 
and the rule laid down by Moſes in the law 
for its diſtribution : for by the law of Moſes 
the land was to be divided between the tribes 
of Iſrael only; but no portion was to be 
given to the ſtrangers: the law indeed, com- 
manded us to love the ſtrangers and not to 
vex them: And if a ftranger ſojourn with 
you in your land, ye ſhall not vex him. and 
thou ſhalt love him as thyſelf 4. Love ye 
therefore the ſtranger: for ye were ſtrangers 
in the land of Egypt 5. But by no means 
were we commanded to give them any in- 


8 Heb. Cauſe it to fall. + Heb, Shan all, 
IT exit. xix. 33==34 5 Deut. x. 19. 
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| heritance whatever ih the land : whe here 
- the propher informs us, tliat at the future 
reſtoration of the "TEL" the ſtrangers: i. e. 
the proſelytes, are to inherit equally Wien 
thoſe born in the land among the children of 
Iſrasl : not that they are to have an inheri= 
tance by | themſelves, as d ſeparate tribe; but 
3 cds inherit in that tribe where their lot Hab 
1 fallen to ſojourn. And the reaſon” that it 
. was ior! thus in the time of Moſes, I take 
to be, as the learned Abarbanal has obſerved, 
that the mixed multitude that went up with 
the children of Iſrael from Egypt, did not 
unite themſclves to them in their captivity, 
neither did they "partake of their bondage 
and affliction; but only when they ſaw the 
redemption and proſperity of the nation, then 
they joined themſelves unto them; as is ſaid, 
Exod. xii. 38. 165 And 2 multitude 
Went up them. Whence it is plain, 
5 that they only joined er at debe: time that 
they went up from Egypt and not before. 
Beſides; as Abarbanil farther obſerves, they 
were alſ>-aiſtumblingiblock to the children 
of Hrael i in the buſineſs of the molten n calf *, * 


„ l firen,? aber Exrv, and . Exod, 
--XXNil. 1. Kc. 4 "ee 
5 8 
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&c. for all kick; they were not worth 2D 
have any inheritance among them. And, og 
this will alſo be the caſe of. thoſe, that ſhall: 
attempt to unite themſelves to them at the 
time of the future reſtoration: for as our 
Rabbins ſay, proſelytes are not to be.a nit > 
ted in the days of the Meſſiah; but the com- - | 5 = 
mand here regards only ſuch, as became. —_— 


_ proſelytes, and joined themſelves to the na- 3 
tion during this long and dreadful captivity, > 3 | 
while in their humbled: and degraded ſtate: 1 ; 
and therefore the prophet ſays, ** who: /ojourn=;: M 
ed among them.” 8c. that is, thoſe that be- 0 
came proſelytes while they were in captivity ;. ; 
and who by being thus incorporated with the | 


. nation, became ſojourners with them; and con- ä 
ſequently partook of all their trouble and af- 2 
fliction; and therefore, it is juſt and proper, 8 
that they ſhould be joint partakers of the 
great good, which God will then beſtow on 
Iſrael. But this, was not accompliſhed at: 
their return from the Babylonian captivity 
for then, no ſuch diviſion took place; not 
to the tribes, nor to the ſtrangers; which 
plainly ſhews that, it remains to be ſp . 
pliſhed at the coming of the true Meſſiah. 
n ourth, concerning Jeruſalem; and which: 
8 * „ 
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is, that when the nation was in poſſoſlum = 
ol the land aforetime; Jeruſalem fell partly 0 
in the lot of Judah, and partly in the lot of 

Benjamin; ſo that the other tribes had nei- 


ther portion, nor inheritance therein; but 


here, the prophet informs us, that at the 


future diviſion of the land, they ſhall not ds 


as Joſhua did, that is, divide the land into 


twelve portions for the twelve tribes; but 
that they ſhall divide the whole land into 
thirteen equal portions ; twelve for the 
twelve tribes; and the thirteenth for an 


heave offering to the Logp ; that is, for the. 


ſite of Jeruſalem ; for the prieſts, and Le- 
vites; and what elſe is here mentioned. 
This oblation is to be an holy heave · oſſer- 


| ing to the Lok p, from the whole land; for 
by this diviſion, all the tribes had a ſhare in 


the heave - offering, becauſe they all contri- 


buted towards it, as being deducted from 


all their portions ; and therefore, the prophet . | 


firſt mentions the border of Dan, and the 
borders of Aſher, Naphtali, Manaſſch, E- 
pPhraim, Reuben, and judah z Chap. xlviii. 
| 1-7. after which, he mentions the oblation; 
ver. 8. &c. and then the borders of the o- 


ther tribes, Benjamin, Simeon, Iſſachar, 
8 
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Zebulon, and Gad; ver. 23—26. FE that 
the oblation lay between dhe borders of Ju- 
dah, and Benjamin. And, as the portion 
wherein Jeruſalem is ſituated, is thus to be 
taken from all the tribes equally, the pro- 
phet tells us, ver. 3134. that there ſhall 
be twelve gates to Jeruſalem, bearing the 
names af the twelve tribes of Iſrael: And 
the gates of the city (ſhall be) after the 
names of the tribes of Iſrael, three gates 
northward; one gate of Reuben, one gate 
of Judah, one gate of Levi. And on the 
caſt ſide three gates; one gate of Joſeph, | = 
one gate of Benjamin, one gate of Dan. nad 
on the ſouth ſide three gates; one gate of = _ 
Simeon, one gate of Iffachar, one gate of Ze= 
bulon. And on the weſt ſide their three 
gates; one gate of Gad, one gate of Aſher, 
one gate of Naphtali.” And it was thus 
ordained, that at the future redemption, Je- 
ruſalem ſhould be the joint property of all the 
tribes equally, that they all may have an equal 
right to the holy city, and an equal claim to 
the ſervice of God therein performed ; fo 
that they all will ſerve him with one accord, 
in ſincerity and truth for ever: for this will 


be the bond of their union; and be the means 
| of 
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. ie tribes ever ſecbd a 5 

from\ theworſhiplofithetrue God at Je ul * 
lem; contrary to. what happened in the d oa | 
of jeroboam, in the time of tds fr. temples 
when the people turned aſide from following | 


the Lok p, and forebore going up to Jeruſa- 
lem, becauſe it belonged to Judah and Ben- 
| jamin; whereas, if all the tribes kad had ant 
equal ſhare in the city, they would not have 
thus refrained from going up there: for this: 
reaſon, God hath been' pleaſed to ordain, that: 
at the future reſtoration, the whole congre- 
gation ſhall be equaliſed; and that thoſe that 
deſcended from the hand-maids, ſhall be equ- 
al to thoſe that deſcended from the — 
ſo that all the tribes, great and ſmall, 


| then be of an equal degree ; and every! 


7 Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Aſher, were he 5 Bü. 
kat, and Zilpah; and were * therefore called in Hebrew. 
u 19. the children of the. handmaids : in contradiſ- 
tinction to the others, that were born of Rachel and. Leah, 
their miſtreſſts ; or as they are calledi in Hel. MAH a 
The children of the queens. But this invidious diſtinction, te 
prophet informs us, will then be totally aboliſhed; and a 
perfect equality take place: for which reaſon, three of the 
former are placed at the head of the tribes, and the other 5 
one laſt of all, to ſhew that hereafter, no distinction hat- . 
ever ſhall be made between hem. e eee 
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poſſeſſion'to the cityiof God But this glo- 


rious promiſe, it 18 well ' known, was never 5 


fulfilled at their return from Babylon; for 


then, all the twelve tribes were not there; 


conſequently the land was not thus divide 


between them; neither were there ſuch a 


number of gates in Jeruſalem, for the dif- 


ferent tribes; which plainly ſhews, that it 


was not then accompliſhed ; but that it re« 
mains to be.rfulfilled at dhe coming of the 
true Meſtiahi ! © H 31 ne zi $0 lied 
Fifth, concerning the thirteentli portion: 
af this, which the prophet informs us, is 
to be an heave - offering unto the Lok p, they 
are to take in the midſt of it, from eaſt to 
weſt, in length five and twenty thouſand 


(rods, ) and in breadth, five and twenty 


thouſand; (which is the hreadth of all the 
different portions:) in this ſquare is to be 
the city, and the ſanctuary, the habitations 
for the prieſts, and the Levites, the ſuburbs 
&c. as in ver. 8-20. And the remainder 
eaſtward and weſtward, te the end of the 
border of the land, is to be for the prince; 
ver. 21, © And the reſidue (hal be) for 
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one bf tHenlt is to Have 4 gate, as an Hononr- 
able and undeniable proof of their tight of 
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Wl DISSERTATIONS. | 
the prince, on this fide and on that fide of 


dhe holy oblation and of the poſſeſſion of the 
city; over againſt the five and twenty thou- 


fand (of ) the oblation toward the border 


(of the land) eaſt ward, and weſtward. over | 


againſt the five and twenty thouſand toward 
the border (of the land) weſtward ; (even) 


over N the portions (ſhall be) for the 


prince: ' And, it is of this portion of the 


prince, that the prophet ſays above, Chap. 
xlvi. 16. If the prince give a gift unto 


any of his ſons, it (is) his inheritance, it 


ſhall be his ſons ; it ſhall be their poſſeſſion 


by inheritance.” | Becauſe, that portion of 
the land, was the particular inheritance of 


the prince ; and therefore, he might beſtow 
what part of it that he pleaſed on his chil- 
dren: but yet, with this condition, that 
they be male children; as the prophet ſays, 


vp WR) Toa man of bis ſons; i. e. to tho 


males, but not to the females, But as it 
may naturally be aſked, what neceſſity was 
there for the prophet to be thus particular 
in regard to the prince, as the law was the 


fame with all Uracl, that the ſons ee 


” Heb, A man of * fone, TS 
and 
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and not the daughters *? I anſwer, that the 
reaſon of this was, that we are not to ima- 
gine, that God gave this portion of the land 
to the prince, for the ſupport and mainte- 
nance of his princely. eſtate ; and therefore, 

to be conſidered as the king's royal domains, 
not to be alienated ;' but to be wholly poſ- 
ſeſſed by the eldeſt ſon, as his heir and ſuc- + 
ceſſor; as is the caſe with kings in general; 
No: On the contrary, 'the prince may be- 
ſtow any part 'thereof on any of his male 
children ; ; becauſe N \N2M {t is his inheri- 
tance ; it is his 7 ine and 
therefore ui V1 If ſhall be his ſons; they 
all will in due time inherit it; becauſe, 
Dehn xm DNINS Ir is their poſſeſſion by in- 
heritance. It is their proper right of inhe- 
ritance, contrary to what he may give to his 
ſervants; ver, 7. But if he gives a gift 
of his inheritance to one of his ſervants, it 
ſhall be his to the year of liberty, when it 


ſhall return to the prince: but his inheri- 
tance it ſhall be his ſons for them.” And 


not for any ſtranger : and the reaſon of this, 
is, becauſe the prince was not to have any 


* Numb, xxvis- on & xxxvi. GiB, | 
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inheritance in his tribe, as had the 6 


members of the tribe: but this inheritanee 
promiſed him by God, being a part of the 


heave- offering taken from all the tribes, is 
for the toil and trouble that he may have in 
ſubduing and dividing the land; and is to 
be his proper inheritance, which his chil- 
dren are to inherit, in the ſame manner, as 
every other one of Iſrael leaves his inheri- 
tance to his children. But the ſupport and 
maintenance of the honour and dignity of his 


princely eſtate, is to be provided for by the 


heave-offcring which the whole nation is to 
offer to the prince yearly, of wheat, barley, 
and wine, as alfo of the lambs; which al- 


together muſt amount to a very great ſum ; | 
and in compariſon of which, the burnt-of. 
ferings, meat-offerings, and peace-offerings, 


which he is to offer, bare but a very ſmall 
proportion: the remainder of courſe, will 
be quite ſufficient for the ſupport of his roy- 


But the particular inheritance, which God 
has appointed for the king Mefliah, is to be 
as the reward of his labour in collecting the 
outcaſts of Iſrael, ſubduing the land, &c. 


And which is ee proof, that this 
Þ 
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promiſe was not fulfilled at their return 
from Babylon; nor during the continuance 
of the ſecond temple; for although there 
was one of the houſe of David, called the 
dh Naſi, who was Prefident of the San- 
hedreen, or great ſenate of the nation; yet, 
had he no ſuch portion, or inheritance in 
the land ; nor any heave-offering-of wheat, 
| barley, &c. as is here mentioned, —And for 
the ſame reaſon, it is demonſtrable, that 
this promiſe was not fulfilled in the perſon 
of Jeſus; which plainly ſhews, that he 
could not be the Meſſiah the prince, pre- 
dicted by the prophet. And it would be 
waſting of time to no purpoſe, to ſhew that, 
theſe promiſes can not in any manner be ap- 
plied to the ſpiritualizing ſcheme of the 
Chriſtians ; they conſequently, remain to 
be fulfilled at the' future reſtoration of the | 
nation“, ” the true Meſſah. | 
| 7 . Thus, 
* The Archbiſhop of Armagh, in his note on Chap, 


xlviti- 29+ has in part acknowledged, that this is to be 
accompliſhed at the future reſtoration of the nation. His 
words are, Theſe portions may have been given to 


ſome of the twelve tribes, as they returned: and may wo 


hereafter be given to ſuch as return when the Jewiſh peo- 
ple ſhall be reſtored to their own land, and'who know their 


tribe 
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Thus, have J explained, nine prophecles 
of the prophet Ezekiel; all of which, are 
clear proofs of our future redemption; as 
not one of them have ever been fulfilled; not 
at their return from Babylon ; or during the 
time of the ſecond temple; not yet in the 
perſon of Jeſds ; as has been clearly ſnewn. 
And, it is equally clear, that they can by no 
means be applied to the ſpiritualizing ſcheme 
of the Chriſtians.— I muſt alſo obſerve, that 
| thoſe prophecies of Ezekiel, were delivered 
in a moſt clear, enlarged, and amplified man- 
ner; (although he was far inferior to Iſaiah 
in elegance of dition ; and alſo to Jeremi- 
ah;) and it has already been ſhewn, how far 
the principles of Ezekiel agree with thoſe 
of Ifaiah ; and wherein they exceed them. 
But, the fundamental principles which Eze- 
kiel has particularly enlarged upon'; and 
treated in a more clear, explicit, and copi- 
ous manner, than any of the other Feen 
are the five following. 
Firſt, the vengeance which God will take 
on the nations, the enemies of the Jews; as 


tribe either by tr adition or by the intruRtion of inde 
prophets,” | | 
| hewn 
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ſhewn in the ſeventh prophecy; wherein he 
enumerates all the particular nations that ; 
are to be puniſhed; in a manner more plain, 
and clear, than any of the other prophets. 
Second, the falvation and reſtoration of 
Iſrael; as mentioned in the latter part of 
the ſaid prophecy; where he informs us, 
that not one is to be left in any of the coun- 
tries; but all are to be collected into their 
own land. In ſuch an abſolute negative 
manner, none of the other prophets ever ex- 
1 themſel ves. | | 
Third, the return of the ten üben with 
Judah and Benjamin, at the future reſtora- 
tion; as ſhewn in the laſt prophecy ; where 
he mentions every one of them by name; 
and ſuch a particular deſcription was not 
given by any other prophet. _ 
Fourth, thata king of the poſterity of Da- 
vid, ſhall reign over all the tribes jointly : : as 
ſhewn in the ſixth prophecy ; And they 
ſhall no more be two nations, neither ſhall 
they be divided into two kingdoms any more 
at all.— And my ſervant David (ſhall be} 
king over them, and wy all ſhall have one 
ſhepherd. 
Fifth, the principle of the roffutrotifign; ; 


which 
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which he has: explained at large in the fifth 
prophecy: **Behold, I will open your graves, 
O my people: and bring you into the land 
of Iſrael. And ye ſhall know that I (am) 
the Loxp, when I have opened your graves, 
and cauſed you to come up out of your 
graves, O my people, And ſhall put my ſpi- 
rit within ye, and ye ſhall live, and I ſhall 
place you in your own land: &c. Whence 
it is plain, that in theſe five fundamental 
principles ; and which agree with the firſt, 
third, fourth, tenth, and fourteenth princi- 
| ples contained in the prophecies of Ifaiah ; 
Ezekiel has been more large, and explicit, 
than any of the other prophets. And, be- | 
fides thoſe, he alſo propheſied, firſt, of the 
vengeance which God will take on Edom: 
and which agrees with the ſecond principle of 
the prophecies of Iſaiah. 
Second, the return of the divine preſence; 
and the ſpirit of prophecy in Iſrael: and 
which agrees with the eighth principle of on 
prophecies of Iſaiah. 
Third, that they ſhall not go into cap- 
tivity any more; and that God will cir- 
cumceiſe their hearts: and which agrees with 
85 the 
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the eleventh principle of the prophecies of 
Ifaiah. | 
Fourth, that the 7 majority: of the 
nations that will then be left, will acknow- 
ledge the Unity of God, &c. And which 
agrees with the /welf7h principle of the pro- 
phecies of Iſaiah. Of theſe, he propheſied 
in nearly the ſame manner as the other pro- 
phets did. But, concerning the . enlarged 
ſtate of Jeruſalem, the future conſtruction 
of the holy temple, the heave-offering for 
the prince, the dedication of the altar in the 
days of conſecration, the diviſion of the land 
into equal portions, the inheritance for the 
ſtrangers, and the inheritance for the prince; 
and that every tribe ſhould have a portion in 


| Jeruſalem, and a particular gate: of theſe 


things, he has ſpoken in a manner entirely 
new; as not one of the other prophets ever 
ſpoke of them in like manner. . Hence, the 
learned Abarbanal obſerves, That becauſe 
be ſtrengthened the hearts of the children of 

| Iſrael with his prophecies; he was called 
from the womb, Ezekiel *: that is, the de- 

=, „apt Literally tranſlated, denotes 7 he be provth of 
Cod. Or, God frengthon, 


. clarer | 
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clarer of the ſtrength of God, and his 
mighty power, in the FUTURE RE DEM. 
TION. + | 


DISSERTATION VI |» 
The Prophecy of Hoſea. 


TRE ſixth who propheſied e 
the future reſtoration, happineſs, aud 
ſalvation of the nation, was, Hoſea, the ſon 
of Beeri, in his firſt prophecy; which com- 
mences Chapter i. verſe 2d, and is conti- 
nued to the end of the laſt verſe of chap- 
ter iii. 5 . 5 
Before we proceed to the explanation of 
this prophecy, I judge it neceſſary to enquire, 
(as the learned Abarbanal has juſtly obſery- 
ed,) into the objections that may be made 
to the language of the prophecy; Firſt, 
Wherefore did he ſay *, © And children of 
ſornications: for if theſe were the chil- 
dren that are mentioned hereafter, as ex- 


| plained 
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| plained by the generality of the commenta- | 
tors; who obſerve that, becauſe their mother 
had committed whoredom, they of courſe, - 
were the children of whoredom, But then, 
= the expreſſion would not only be redundant, 

but miſplaced; for he ought firſt to have 
ſaid, Go take thee a wife of fornicatians, 
for the land hath committed great fornica- 
tions,” &c. After which, he ſhould have 
mentioned that ſhe conceived, and bare him 
a ſon ; becauſe the command only regarded 
the taking of the wife; and from whom 
the children were to proceed. Beſides, af- 
ter that the prophet had taken ſuch a woman 


— 


= fora wife, we are not to account the chil- 


dren which he ſhould beget on her, to be 
children of fornjcation ; for although their 
mother had been a whore before the prophet 
married her; yet, if after that he had taken 
her, ſhe continued faithful to him; e chil- 
dren ſhe would have by him, would e ho- 
neſt and Lgitiennte; and not children af for- 
nications. 

Second, of the order in which 9 pro- 
phet made uſe of the different expreſſions: 
for he firſt ſays, ver. 4. * And I will make 

the kingdom 2 the houſe of Iſrael to ceaſe.” 
Vol. III. 8 Then 
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Then 4 in ver. 5. Ad it- ſhall 
come to paſs in that day, that I will _ 
the bow of Iſrael in the valley of Jezreel. 
And which ſeems: to be exactly the fame, as 
the former, of making the kingdom of Iſra- 
el to (ceaſe, And thirdly, concerning the 
daughter ; ver. 6. Call her name Lo. 
ruhamah *, for I will no more have-mercy iſ 
upon the ae of Iſrael.” Now, if he had 
already announced the a ie of Iſrael, 
and the ruin of the kingdom by the name of 
the ſon called Jezreel; what neceſſity was 
there for him to call the daughter Lo- ruha- 

mah, as denoting the ſame thing itſelf. 

Third, what is the import of the name 
Jexreel, ſo often mentioned by the prophet? | 
For firſt, he ſays, (ver. 4.) .** And I will 
viſit the blood of Jezreel upon the houſe of 


* 4 * * o 


God x wikis hes blood which Ichu ſhed 
- Jezel8l, on his hauſe, by the death of his 
deſcendant Zechariahf, and the loſs of the 
kingdom to the houſe of Jehu. But.the ex- 
preſſion, % And I will break the bow of If. 


racl. in the valley of Jezreel; bath no b. 


. This properly denotes, not fitied 
IT 2 King, xv. 10=12, 1 
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tion to it; for that was ſaid concerning the, _ 
deſtrction of Samaria by the king, of Aſſy- 
| ria, in the days of Pekah the ſon. of Rema- 
| liah, and Hoſhea the ſon of Elah; and Who _ 
| were not of the houſe of Jehu; therefore. 

what had they to do with the valley of Jez-. =_ 
reel? The prophet alſo afterwards ſays, ver. 

11th. For great (ſhall be) the day of Jez-. 

| reel.” And which alludes to the redemp-/ 
tion of the nation : wherefore then, did he 
call it Jezreel? and thus call the reſtoration, 

by the ſame name, as the deſtruction itſelf? 

He alſo farther ſays, chap. ii. ver. 22. nd 

they ſhall hear Jezreel.” And which it ig 

impoſſible to apply either to the day of de- 
ſtruction, or the * 1 nien, but to *% 
rael only. 
Fourth, the engl . ver. 8. ce And 

the weaned Lo-ruhamah, Now, what ne- 
ceſſity was there for ſaying, and ſhe. weaned 

Lo-ruhamah ; as it had been ſufficient if he 

had ſaid, and ſhe. conceived again and bare 

a ſon: and which is the language that the 

prophet actually made uſe of a: the birth of 

Lo-ruhamah: for after that he had men- 
tioned the birth of Jezreel, he does not ſay, 
and ſhe weaned Jezreel, but that ſhe con- 

5 G2 / EO ceived 
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| only was neceſſary in the relation of the 


that (in their intent and meaning) Are as far 
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ceived again and bare a daughter; for this. | 


ject of the prophecy; - without Es 
her having weaned him. 
Fifth, of the oppoſition in the different 


_ ſefitences ; for ver, 9. he ſays, ©* Ye ate not 
my people, &e. And in ver. 1. Yet 
| ſhall the number of the children of Iſrael 


be as the ſand of the ſea, & . Thus alſo 
Chap. ii. ver. 1. Say ye unto your bre 


thren, My people, &e. which is comfort. 


ing of them; but immediately after in ver. 
2. he ſays, ** Plead ye with your mother, 
plead: &c, And which contains à recital 


of their tranſgreſſions, and the long eaptivis 


ty decreed againſt them, in conſkqatns 
thereof: ſo that as the Rabbins * have ob- 
ſerved, here are ſentences near each ether, 


diſtant, as eaſt from weſt. 
* in the prophet's gying, ver. 19— : 
And I will betroth thee unto me fbr 
Wt yea, I will bettoth thee unto me in 
juſtice, — Yea, I will betroth thee unto me 
in faithfulneſs.” For wherefore did he at. 


K Vide Abarbanal | in Loc. 


three 
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three times I will betroth thee z when once 
would have been ſufficient ; thus. And 1 
will betroth thee unto me for ever, in juſtice, 
and faithfulneſs ? Seventh, concerning the 
| ſecond woman: Chap. iii. ver. 1. More- 
over the Lorp ſaid unto me, Go again, love 
a woman, beloved by (her) friend, &c.. 


For this being mentioned between the con- 


ſolatory promiſes, and the denunciations, 
we may not properly comprehend its real 
meaning; as not knowing whether it is to 
de conſidered as a part of the ſubject of de- 
nunciation, or of conſolation; beſides, we 
may aſk, what neceſſity was there for his 

loving this woman beloved by another, when 
he had been already commanded to take a 
wife of fornications, &c. as the ſubject mat- 
ter ſeems to be the ſame? It may alſo be 

aſked, what neceſlity there was for his in- 
forming us, that he bought her? ver. 2. 
& And bought her unto me for fifteen (pie- 
ces) of ſilver ; and an homer of barley, and 
an half-homer of barley.” Eſpecially, as 
he has not explained to us, what he meant 
by that figure; ſo that we know not its 
meaning: befides, when he took the wife 
of fornications, he did not mention any thing 
| of 
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of the kind. —It muſtalſo ebenes. that 
the prophet, afterwards ſays, ver. 4. For 
the children of Iſrael ſhall abide: many days | 
without a king, and without a prince; And 
which is deſcriptiye of their captive Nate * 
but is no part of the conſolation promiſed 
them. And wherefore did he not ſay, that 
they ſhould abide without the God of truth; 
or without the law; but makes mention of 
the king and the prince, which are not the 
ſubject of the prophecy. He alſo mentions 
their being (Ibid.) without an image. and 
(without) teraphim.” And which Abarba- 
nal juſtly obſerves, is very ſtrange; for their 
being without images and teraphim, is high- 
ly to their praiſe, conſequently it cannot 
be conſidered, as a part of the affliction of 
their captivity. - But the true; literal, oi. 


| ous ſenſe of this prophecy, is, as follows*: 
* a e i 


he ancient Rabbins underſtood this prophecy 1 
its literal ſenſe; that is, that God commanded the prophet 
to take a wife of fornications, as here mentioned ; and that 
the prophet actialy did ſo; but Maimonides in the 25 5 
nation of this prophecy, (and others of a like import, ) is of 
opinion, that it was only a vifion; i. e. that it appeared 

to the prophet, as if God had commanded him fo to do; 
and as if he had done it. And thus alſo has Jonathan ex 
plained it, But the learned Abarbanal in his comment 


- 
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It is plain from the words of the prophe. _ 
a7, that God gaye the pro phet in command 
concerning two women of fornications: the 
one, as mentioned in the beginning of the 
prophecy, ** Take thee a wife of fornica- 
tions, &o. And the other, of what he ſaid 
afterwards, (Chap. iii. 1.) * Moreover the 
Lok p ſaid unto me, Go again, love a wo- 
man, beloved by (her) friend, &c. For 
the ſubject of theſe two prophecies, is not 
one, and the ſame; not according to the 
figure or ſymbol made uſe of by the pro- 
phet; nor yet, by that which he meant to 4 
repreſent by it: for firſt, the prophet was 14 
commanded to take a wife; that is, he was a 
to take her in lawful wedlock: but he was 
not commanded 70 take the ſecond, as a wife; 
but only to love her: and thus alſo 1 it in i Ba 
regard to that which i is repreſented by a | 7 
figurative language : : for the firſt, was to re- * 
preſent the puniſhment and ruin of Iſrael, 
for the ſins which they had committed while D 
in their own land ; but the ſecond. was to 


Hoſea, has clearly ſhewn Ws the prophecy is to be —_— | 
ſtood in its literal ſenſe, as having been actually done by the 

prophet ; ; agreeable to the 6 8 held by the ancient Rab» + 

bins, | ; 


N re. : 
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8 God's care in the preſervation of 
his people in their captivity; and their ab- 
ſtaining from idolatry, to which they had 
aforetime been fo pions ; as we ſhall ſhew 


_ -proeſently... __. 
The firſt command we find recorded thus; 


The beginning of the word of the Lorp | 
by Hotea” That is, as ſoon as he began to 
| propheſy, God ſaid to him immediately, 
Hoſea, © Go, take thee a wife,” but that 
wife ſhall be a woman of fornications; one 
that hath committed fornications with other 
men; and alſo had children by them®; for 
that is a manifeſt proof of her having coms 
' mitted whoredom, and which ſhe can by no 
means deny: and thus we find it recorded 
of Judah's daughter-in-law ; Gen. xxxviii, 
24. Tamar thy daughter-in-law e 
played the harlot; and alſo behold, 

with child by whoredom.“ For being 1 
child, or having had children, is ſuch a mas 
nifeſt proof of the fact, as cannot be denied. 


* 'This is what the prophet meant by children of 
fornications.” And not as the Archbiſhop of Armagh in 
his notes on Hoſea ſays, that the prophet was to ** raiſe 
up children who, by the power of example, will — | 


ſwerve to . 


And 
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And this was to repreſent the Jewiſh nation, 
whom God took to himſelf for his 'own» 
people, although they had aforetime, when 
Egypt, committed idolatry; ; as ſhewn at - + of 
| large in Ezekiel. (Chap. xxiii.) He alſo' — 
| hereby teſtified againſt the idolatry of Iſrael: | 
and Judah; as he ſays. For the land 
hath committed great whoredom (in depart- 
ing) from the ee 1587 ſolves the n 5 


£\.£9 


objection, ; 
| © The prophet: then proceeds to inform” us, 
that he did as he was commanded ; ver. z. 
And he went and took Gomer“ the daugh-' 
ter of Diblaim: * And, as the children which 
the prophet w-as to beget on her, were to be 
as ſigns of what was to befall Iſrael and Fes: . | 
dah ; as Iſaiah alſo obſervedF; **Behold, I, 
and the children whom the LoxD hath giv- 
en unto me, (are) for ſigns and wonders in 
Iſtael: he therefore mentions, That ſhe 
conceived, and bare him a ſon. And the 
Lok p ſaid unto him, Call his name Jez- 
reel ; "8 ms that yet a little while, and 


* 


. 


id 2 Gone in ment . 0 or een 


ming : thus alluding by the name of the woman, to the de- 
ſtruction of the kingdom of Iſrael, + Iſai. viii. 18. 
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God would avenge the blood of Jure ap- 


on the houſe of Jehu. But this does not fig= 
nify, that God would avenge on the houſe 
of Jehu, the blood of the houſe of Ahab: 
becauſe the prophet ſaid to Jehu, by, com- 
mand of the LoxD, when he anointed him, 


2 King. ix. 6. *© Thus faith the Loxp God 


of Iſrael ; I have anointed thee king over the 
people of the Lord, (even) over Iſrael. And 
thou ſhalt ſmite the houſe of Ahab thy maſ- 
ter, that I may avenge the blood of my fer- 
vants the prophets, &c. Jehu therefore, 
could not have committed any ſin in this 
buſineſs; more eſpecially, as after he had 
taken the ſaid vengeance on the houſe of 
Ahab, we find it recorded, 2 King x. 30. 


* And the Lord ſaid unto Jehu, Becauſe 
thou haſt done well in executing that (which 


is} right in mine eyes, (and) haſt done unto 


| the houſe of Ahab according to all that (was) E 


in my heart, thy children of the fourth (ge- 


85 neration) ſhall fit on tke throne of Iſrael,” 


But the true and real ſenſe of the paſſage is, 
that as the fins of Ahab, were viſited on his 


houſe in the valley of Jezreel, when the arme 


„ Alluding to the Hebrew word NY Ferret! : a8 1 
ing the words A YN The arm of N 8 
of 
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of the LoxD was ſtretched out, to take 
vengeance on him; therefore, every puniſh- 
ment and vengeanee of God, is called J 
reel; becauſe it is the arm of God, that is 
ſtretched out againſt: the idolators to deſtroy 
them. And, as Jehu alſo did evil in the 
ſight of the Lord, according to all the fins 
of Jeroboam : the prophet therefore ſaid, 
And I will avenge the blood of Jezreel upon 
che houſe of Jehu: i. e. I will viſit the 
grep Jehu, 'with the like yengeance, that 
viſited the houſe of Ahab in Jezreel and 
DES proceeds to ſhew in the latter 
member of the verſe, what that vengeance 
is, which God will take on the houſe of Je- 
hu, by ſaying,” And I will make the king- 
dom of the houſe of Iſrael to ceaſe.” That, 
ie, that the kingdom of the houſe of Iſtael 


{ thall ceaſe from the houſe of Jehu : that 


there ſhall be none left of the poſterity of 
Jehu to reign over the houſe of Iſrael; that 
is, the ten tribes. Whence it is clear, that 
the prophet did not make uſe of the expreſ- 
ſion, And I will cauſe the kingdom of the 
houſe of Iſrael to ceaſe, to denote the deſtruc- 
tion of Samaria, or the kingdom of Iſrael ; 

| the deſtruction of the houſe of Jeb on- 


H 2 | ly, 


F 
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1y,, by the ceaſing of the bebt rae! 
from his houſe. 12197 = (4 . Sr 0 

The prophet altos d us, : that the 
ieh of Jezreel pointed at the ruin; of the 
whole bouſe of Iſrael; both the kingdom of 
the houſe of Ilrael, and the Kingdom of 
the houſe of udah (for they all, are inclu- 
5 ded. i in the general name of Iſrael); / becauſe 
not long after the death of the kings of the 
houſe of Jehu, the different captivities began 
one after another, thus; firſt, the captivity 
of Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe of Ma 
naſſeh, on this ſide Jordan: ſecond, the caps 
_ tivity. of, Zebulun, and! Naphtali +:- third; 
the captivity of Samaria I: and) laſtly; the 
captivity of Judah. And, concerning all 
theſe captivities which thus followed each 
other, he ſaid, ver. 5. And it ſhall come 
to paſs. in that day, that I will break the bow 
of Iſrael in the valley of Jezreel.” That is, 
in that time, that ſhall ſucceed the ceaſing 
of the kingdom from the houſe of Jehu, God 
will break the Krength, of Iſrael by their dif · 
ferent captivities. And the reaſon that he 


That is about thirty five years aſter the death of Ze- 
chariah, the laſt of the deſcendants of 5 88 See Gans in 
Temach David. fol. The To 1057 
12 King. xv. 29. TS Ibid. xvii, 1 1 

4 1 kid 
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ſaid, that this ſhould be in the valley of 
Jezreel 31.was, to ſhew thatpraccoiding ts 
the manner that the ſins of Ahab were viſit- 
ed in Jezreel, for the erime of idolatry that 

he hall committed; and that the fins of Je, 


hu were alſo viſited 1 ſo would God like wiſe 
vifit the iniquity of the houſe of Iſrael and 


Judah, for the ſin of idolatry which ; they 


had alfoicommitted. For the arm of God 
is ſtretched out, to hold the ſcales and ba- 
lance in his hand, to puniſh them all for 
their ſins equally alike; for as their fins 
were the ſame, (idolatry) their puniſhment 


| Jezreel, uſed figuratively by the prophetz 
was a general ſign, denoting the puniſhment 


of the houſe of Jehu®, and alſo of Iſrael and 
Judah: and which, ſolves the ſecond 8 


third objectionsss. 1 130 
After the prophet had 2 repreſented 


the deſtruction of the common wealth of 


the nation under the firſt temple, he pro- 


ae In 
| Haz Set 15 7. 51 


etymology, God auI fawz that i 55 God. will ſow. his venge- 


ance againſt the idolators, the houſe of Jehu,'by cauſing- che 


kin gdom to ceaſe from him; and alſo againſt Ifrael and Jus 
_ by ſending them into captivity, dec. 2 


was to be ſo likewiſe. Hence the name of 


a8 n : 
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tion, it will be again ſubject; he com- 


no more have mercy on the houſe of Iſrael ; 


== + Ac. 


g 
9819 
1 
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ceeds by another figure, to 3 
ſtate of the nation during the ſecond tem- 


ple: and therefore ſays, ver. 6. . And the | 


conceived again, and bart en By 
the daughter, is repreſented the kingdom of 


Iſrael; for on account of its inferiority, as 
being properly a part of the kingdom of Ju- 


dah; and to which, at the future reſtora- 


pares it to a female. And he farther ob- 
her name Lo-ruhamah; i. e. not having 
obtained mercy; and which was to ſhew, 


that, at the viſitation of the ſecond! temple, 


the ten tribes would not return, as did Ju- 


dah and Benjamin; and therefore, he ſays in 


the latter member of the verſe, For i will 


but I will wel take them * away.” 8 


Some 3 NUN dw) which is tranſlated 17. 


terly to take away ; as denoting an oath ; in which ſenſe, it 


is frequently uſed in ſcripture ; (See Lian Sacra Radix 
NU) ſo that the meaning would be, 7 hawe ſurely ſworn to 
them not to have me ey on them any more. Others think, 
it denotes pardon ; in which ſenſe, it is ao frequently uſed 
in Scripture, (Ibid.) and is fo explained by the Chald. pa- 
raphraſt Jonathan, &c. See Jatchi, Aben 11 5 TY 


Abarbanal, & ran in Loce 


| that 
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that they ſhall not return again. But on 
the houſe of Judah will I have mercy:” That 
is, they ſhall return from the captivity of 
Babylon. And, as they returned by the ſole 
permiſſion of Cyrus, whoſe ſpirit the Lozp 
| ſtirred up®; he therefore ſays, And I will 
fave them by the Loxp their God; and 1 
will not fave them by bow, nor 10 ſword, 
nor by battle. &c. 

And, becauſe that l captivity, and 
privation of mercy to the houſe of Iſrael, 
was the reward of their evil works; he there- 
| fore ſays of Lo-ruhamah only, And ſhe 
weaned Lo-ruhamah.” Which is, as it 
were, giving a reaſon, why the houſe of Iſ- 
rael was thus doomed to captivity ; and 
were not to have mercy extended to them : 
that God did not exerciſe any cruelty to- 
wards them; but only that he gave to the 
houſe of Iſrael, that is repreſented by Lo- 
ruhamah, the due rewardF of their work. 


0 Ezra, i. 1. | 
+ The Hebrew word, „01 And ſor weaned ; is de- 


rived from the Radix 203 To reward, &c. (See Lingua 
$acra Radix 993) Hence the propriety of the expreſſion 
in alluſion to its etymology ; as denoting h reward of Lo- 
rubamah for her evil doings. &c. 


The 
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The PTE having thus Briefly're "TY 
ſented by the above figure! the captivity 'of 
the ten tribes, | the deſtruction of Jeruſalem 
and the firſt temple, with the viſitation of 
Babylon to the houſe of. Judah, and not to 
the houſe of Iſrael; proceeds to inform us 


5 of the deſtruction of the ſecond temple, un! 


der the figurative repreſentation of the name 
of the third child: ver. 89. ee And ſhe ; 
conceived, and barea ſon, And (God) ) ſaid, ; 
Call his name Lo-ammi,” (that is, not my! 
people.) This was to ſhew that, the chil- 
| iringiths. ſecond temple, 
would not by their actiens be his Prey 
and therefore, -I will nor be unto you. 
That is, I will not beſtow my providential 


care on vou 2, but will remove 998595 divine 
£ } Vo T : ; tis 4834 9 


— 
2 


. This i is the __ ſenſe of the 1 pending to 
the idiom of the ſacred language, ſo different from all 
others ; though the Archbiſhop of Armagh, /not being able 
to enter into the true ſpirit of the prophetic language; ob: 
ſerves in his note. your God] “ In the Hebrew there i is 
no word for Gd, nor is it ſupplied by the aneient yerſions, 
the Chaldee paraphraſe, or MSS, (No truly : they undere 
| Hood the true meaning of the ſentence better than the Arch · 
| biſhop, and his ingenious criticks ; whoſe ſole aim is to de - 


ery the {Ru printed text.) And yet thy ſtructure of the 
en» 
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_ preſence from amongſt you. And thus we 
find the prophet Iſaiah denominate the chil- 
dren of Judah, by the particular appellation. 
of my P. Chap. i. W Iſrael know- 
eth not: That is __ pee eee «my 
people do not conſide That is the houſe 
of Judah. And the prophet ſays, 
ye are not mx people; and therefore, I Will 
not be any more careful of you: and by 
which, the prophet ſhewed the deſtruction 
of the ſecond Wer ; bow ich folves! the | 


fourth objection. 
After the prophet bad e inns 40 | 


captivity of the kingdom of Iſrael, and the 
kingdom of Judah; 5 and 2 the return | of Ju- 
dah from Babylon; and their being after- 
wards carried into this long and dreadful 


captivity; he immediately proceeds to ſpeak 


of the future redemption ; to ſhew that, al- 


| ſentence moſt clearly requires it. Honbigant ingeniouſly 
conjectures that the true reading is, DV; Whence | 
dy TIN, conſiſting of the ſame letters ; and whence the 
preſent reading,” But in order to . ſupport this wild hypo- 
theſis, we muſt ſuppoſe that all the tranſcribers of the 
manuſcripts, from whence the printed text was corrected, 
did not underſtand the ſenſe and meaning of the prophetic 
language, any more than the 3 and his ingenious 5 
criticks do. 2 


Vol. III. I though 
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* _ ' | DrobtRPATIONS AD 
. digs ſhould ſuſſer ſuch dreadfuliafy 3 
fliction and miſery in the latter cantivity 5 


yet ſhould they not be utterly. deſtrayede: 


ver. 10. Let ſhall the number of the chil 
dren of Iſrael be as. the ſand of the ſea Hence 
the connexion of the Ann ie 


clearly perceived. 


As to the expreſſion made uſe of by Fa 
phet, that the number of the children of If... 
rael ſhall be as the ſand of the ſea, which can», 
not be meaſured nor numbered: and Which 
appears to be a contradiction in terms for a: 
number, is that which can be counted; and 
that which cannot be numbered, cannot be 
the ſubject of number: I muſt obſerve that tho 


real meaning of the ſentence is, that the chil· 


dren of Iitael ſhall be equal in number to the 


nutuber of the {and of the ſea; for the ſand 


* Tis perfedtly agrees with what Moſes and the 
other prophets nave aſſured us of ; vize the preſervation of 
the nation, notwithſtanding all their ſufferings in this long 
and dreadful captivity ; as I have ſhewn at large in my in» 


| troduction to this work. Vol. I. p. 16. &c. and in my De- 


fence of the Old Teſtament, in anſwer to Tho. Paine e 


age of reaſon, part ad. p. 12. &c. And the accompliument 


of which, to this very day, is ſuch a demon ſtrable proof of 

the truth of Divine Revelation; as muſt at, once * 15280 

N and Infidel e . 
ff" - 


of the fea hath a number, notwithſtanding | 
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its abundance ; but then, on account of that 


abundance, it is impoſſible to number, or 


meaſure it; even ſo will be the children of | 


Iirael ; for the nation will be ſo exceedingly 
numerous, as to be equal in number to the 
ſand of the fea; but on account of their be- 
ing ſo numerous, it will be impoſſible to 
number them. And the reaſon that he om 
pared them to the ſand of the ſea, was, to 
ſhew, that as the numerous ſmall particles 
of the ſand of the ſea, on account of the ſea 
humidity, are ſo cloſely united together, as 
to appear as but one body; even thus will 
the houſe of Iſrael, and the houſe of Judah 
be then: ſo that notwithſtanding: that they 


means of the law of truth, which will then 
be fo ſtrictiy obſerved by them, and which 
is compared to water “;) will they be fo cloſe- 
ly united, as to appear but ag one body. 
After the prophet hath #hus ſpoken of the 


greatneſs of their number; he proceeds to 


peak of their exalted quality, in the latter 
n . ** eee 


8 DISSERTATIONS 
_ paſo'(t that,) in the place where it was "oY 
unto them Ve (are) NoT-MY-PEOPLE;: 
(there) ſhall it be ſaid unto them, (V _ 
THE-SONS-OF-THE-LIVING=Gop." T 
The prophet then proceeds to ſhew wha! | 
this will be; ver. 11. Then the chil- 
dren of Judah and the children of Iſrael hall ? 
be gathered: together, and ſhall appoint them · 
ſelves: one head, and ſhall come up out of: 
the land: for great (ſhall be) the day of 
Jezreel. The children of Iſrael and Judah: 
vrhich had aforetime been divided into two 
Kingdoms, ſhall then be gathered out of the 
countries whence they had been diiperſed, 
and ſhall all be united under one head; and 
thus return into their own land. And, by 
the expreſſion, For great (ſhall be) the 
day of Jezreel. The prophet pointed at 
the ruin and deſtruction of the nations, 
that will take place at the time of the re- 
demption of the nation, in the holy land; 
as ſhewn at large in the courſe of this work. 
And it is this, which he calls the day of es- 
reel; for it is the day of vengeance, When 
the arm of the Lox o ſhall become glorious 
in power, and he hall manifeſt his vengeance 


againſt his enemies ; when all the nations 
ſhall 


! 
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tall be gathered together to war ; ad lie 
children of Iſrael, and children of e 


will alſo be gathered together, and appoint 
them one head, (the Meſſiah) and come 
ap out of the countries where they are, in 


order to fight againſt their enemies in that ; 


war. And, on account of the greatneſs of 
the vengeance which God will there take on 
the nations ; the prophet ſays, for great 
| (hall be) the day of Jezreel. Similar to 


the viſitation of the blood of Ahab; the vi- 


ſitation of the houſe of Jehu ; and the viſita- 
tion of the ſins of the houſe of Iſrael, and 
the houſe of Judah: for he called them all 
by this name of Jezreel ; as above ſhewn. - 1 
And becauſe, when the nation aforetime : 
_ dwelt in the holy land, there exiſted great 
hatred and enmity between the houſe of Iſ- 
rael and the houſe of Judah; abuſing, and 
vilifying each other; the prophet aſſures us, 
| that then it will not beſo: and which is 
what he meant by ſaying, Chap. ii. ver, 1. 
«« Say ye unto your brethren, Ammi *; 
That is, the *children of Iſrael ſhall ſay 0 
their brethren, the children of Judah, ye are 


the 


J „ ls sara ONS 3+ + 
be ph ch {pra ws nth rer h 5 
af Judah, he ſaid, “ And unto your föſtete 
Ruhamah*:” Ye children of Judah, dn un- 
to your ſiſters, ye have obtained mercy from 
God, ſo that he will no more nn 0 . 
from off your land. For as he had compa- 
red the kingdom of Iſrael to. the daughter, 
whom he called Lo-ruhamah; and the king 
dom of Judah to the ſoa whom he called 
Lo-ammi ; he therefore made. uſe of this fi. 


1 gure, to denote their union. 


And, after that he had 8 eee 
thoſe future events ; by comparing the whole 


body of the nation, to a woman af fornica= 


tions; the houſe of Iſrael to Lo-ruhamah, 
and the houſe of Judah to Lo-ammi; he 
began to reprove the whole nation: for that 
was the ſole end and purpoſe, that he o- 
ginally intended by all the preceding: a 
therefore, he ſaid, ver. 2. „% Plead wich 
your mother, plead: and which ſolves the 
fifth objection, concerning the connexion of 
the ſentences, And the intention of this 
| reproof 1 is, as if God had faid to the lags * 


Having obtained mercy, | 
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daughter, ye have no cauſe to complaim of me 
on acoount of your ſufferings andꝭ captivity, 
as they are the confequence'of the ſins and 
iniquity ot the whole body of the nation ; - 
| but plead ye with your mother; enter into 
a forenfick conteſt with your mother, the 
whole houſe of Iſrael; diſown her proceed - 
ings, as they were the immediate cauſe of 
all the evil that hath befallen you. And al- 
though, the collective. body of the nation 
contained none other, than the houſe of 1ſ- 
rael, and the houſe of Judah, whom he re- 
preſented: as the ſons and daughter; yet did 
he uſe the term mother, excluſive of the 
children, to heighten the beauty and force of 
the figure he had made uſe of; and the 
meaning of which was, that they ſhould re- 
prove each other for the fins they had com- 
mitted; and exhort one another to refrain 
from them in future. | 
The prophet then proceeds in his reproof 
of the nation, thus: Perhaps ſhe is not 
my wife n, And I (am) not her huſband.“ 


|  - ® Tranſlators and commentators in general underſtand 
the Hebrew adverb ꝙ to denote for < but this is contrary 
to the rue intent and meaning of the prophet; as will 
plainly appear from the explanation of the ſentence. 
| | But 
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But in truth, it is not ſo : for che il my . 
lawful wedded wife; © And (therefor q let 
her put away her harlotry from her face, and 
her adulteries from between her breaſts: 
Let her not paint her face, and perfume her 
breaſts, as the harlots * do ; for that does 
not become a virtuous married woman; but 
only courteſans: and which is a moſt beau- 
tiful figure, made uſe of to repreſent the cha- 
rafter of the nation, as being lawfully united 
to God in conjugal love; ſelected by him 
in a peculiar manner from among all nations; 
and who as her huſband, hath taken her un- 
der his immediate care and protection; her 


conduct therefore, is the more criminal, in 4 


thus worſhipping the falſe gods; which 18 
the fornications and adulteries that he bath 
defired her to put away; to prevent the pu- 
niſhment due to her crimes ; ver. 3. © Leſt 

1 ſtrip her naked, and ſet her as (in) the 
day (that) ſhe was born ;” This ſhews that, 
all the proſperity and happineſs which the 
nation experienced, was entirely providen- 
tial; not owing to any natural, or acciden- 


920 And thus fays Ezekiel (Chap, xi, 1.5.0 & ' There - | 


were their breaſts ps,” ? &c; 
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tal cauſes whatever; for the Almighty found 
them in Egypt, ſunk in the loweſt ſtate of 
| abject diſtreſs ; redeemed them from bon- 
dage; beſtowed abundant geod on them; 
and gave them the holy land for an inheri- 
tance: and therefore, when they committed 
idolatry, it was but juſt, that he ſhould de- 
prive them of the good he had beſtowed on 
them; the prophet therefore purſues the fi- 
gure of the woman that had committed adul. 
tery, by ſhewing the manner in which ſhe 
was to be puniſhed ; by ſtripping her naked, 
and depriving her of all the clothes and or- 
naments that he had beſtowed on her; · And 
place her as in the deſert, Not“ make her 
2 deſert, as it is generally rendered; but to 
place her in the ſame condition, that ſhe 
was in, in the deſert, And ſet her as in the 
dry land, and kill her with thirſt.” For 
when they were driven out of Egypt, and 
entered into the wilderneſs, they were deſti- 
tute of the common neceſſaries of life; with - 
out bread and water; and muſt therefore 
certainly have periſhed in that deſert place, 
had it not been for God's mercy in ſupply- 


ing them miraculouſly with bread from hea - 


ven, and water from the rock, And thus 
Vor. III. | ſays 
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ſays Moſes in his prophetic ſong, 0 be. 
| XXXil. 10.) «He found him in à deſert land, 
and in the waſte howling wilderneſs z he led. ; 
him about,” &c. And agreeable to this, it 
is, that the prophet ſays here, And I will 
place her as in the deſert, and ſet her as in 
the dry land: that is, as ſhe v was in the de- 
ſert; in that land of drought and the ſhadow® 
of death ; where they had riot even a drop K 
of water, but in a ſupernatural manner: and 
therefore the prophet ſays, And kill her 
with thirſt:“ For that would actually have 
been the cole but for the interpoſition of di- 
vine providence. But, although when in 
the wilderneſs, they were delivered from all 
evil, by God's providential care, in thus 
mercifully relieving them; yet ſhall it not 
be ſo now; ver. 4. And I will not have 
mercy on her children, becauſe they are the 
children of fornications.” By this, the pro- 
phet alſo ſhews, that mercy ſhould not be 
extended to them, as it was to thoſe in the 
wilderneſs; for though they were doomed 
to die in the deſert ; yet were their immedi- 
ate deſcendants allowed to enter into the 


4 5 
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land, and poſſeſs. its, but they that ſhall ag 
into this latter captivity, will, on account of 
the great length of time of i its continuance, 
die there; 2s will alſo their children, and 
children s children, for many generations. 
And he call 8 them the children of fornica- 
tions 3 not that the children of the prophet 
were begotten i in whoredom, even according 
to the 6gurative| language made uſe. of ; but : 
that after their birth, their mother commit- 
ted whoredom, : ver. 5. 5 For their mothęr 
bath, A wy he barlot; 3 ſhe that conceived 
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Home, yas ace y e of 5 the OT 
thew, that th e nation by its fin of idolatry, 
had as it were, ; brought ſhame. and | diſgrace 
on their anceſtors, the holy patriarchs ; z as. 
d deſcribed in the latter member e of the verſe. | 
” F or the hath. faid, 1 Will. go. : after my, 10 5 
vers, ho gave me my bread and, my; water, : 
my wool. nd my 145 X, mine oil, and my 
on ” Meaning. the zit other 
heayenly bodies which they . worſhi 


pl fram whoſe, influence, .chey imagined 
they had received all thoſe beneficial and 


fruitful ſeaſons; as the fooliſh women ſaid, 
DS "> 3 (Jerem. 


. | DISSERTATIONS © 
; (Jerem. xliv. 18.) « But from the al. 
that we left off to burn incenſe to the queen 
of the heavens, and to pour out libations 
unto her, we have been in want of every 
thing, and have been conſumed by tlie 
ſword, and by famine.“ But, to convi ince 
her that the good ſhe had received, was not 
of their beſtowing, the prophet ſays, ver. 6. 
7. * Therefore, behold, I will hedge up? 
her way with thorns, and I will fence up 
her encloſure; that' ſhe ſhall not find her 
paths. And the fhall follow after her lo- 
vers, but ſhall not overtake them: and the 
ſhall ſeek them, but ſhall not find (them). . 
Though ſhe continues to pray to thoſe falſe 
gods, the planets and heavenly bodies, which 
ſhe worſhipped, yet it ſhall' not avail her, 
nor be of any benefit to her i like as 10 a 
woman that purſues her lovers, but cannot 
overtake, nor find them. She then will be 
ſenſible of her loſs and want, and of her 
wicked way that was the cauſe of erk 
And, * Then ſhall the ſay; I will $0, an 
return to my former huſband 3” T will 1 re- 
turn to the ſervice of the true God, whio is 


F; . 13 


my 
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my lawful huſband ; for he brought me out 
of Egypt, and gave me his holy law z ** For 
then {was it) better with me than now.” 
When I adhered to him and his ſervice; I 
experienced more good, "an(e © na 19 8 
neſs than Ido now. ' - 
As to the prophet 8 faying, (ver: 8.) Bat 
ſhe knew not that 1 gave unto her corn#, 
and wine, and oil: and the ſilver (which) 
1 multiplied unto her, and the gold, they 
offered unto Baal. L eannot but obſerve, 
that it appears (as the learned Abarbanal has 
juſtly obſerved) to be a very ſtrange expreſ- 
ſion: for, as ſhe had already ſaid, „ will 
return unto my former huſband; for then 
it was better with me than now.“ It is 
clear that, ſhe had already acknowledged, 
that the good ſhe had received, was from 
God : it therefore is very ſurpriſing, that he 
ſhould afterwards ſay, that ſhe knew not that 
| God had given her all, Moreover, that af- 
ter her repentance, when the ſaid, I will re- 
turn unto my former huſband ; her puniſh. 
ment ſhould be increaſed ; as in ver. 9. &c. 
oy * Therefore will I turn, and take away my 


bd * The corn, and the wine, . the _ | 
coin 


00: iss ERP ITY i 
corn im its time,” &c. Rut if the yards, gf I 
the -prophet are duly. conſidered, acconding 
to. the true ſpirit of the prophetic, language; 
e ſhall find that, her penitence Was not 
ſuch as to be acceptable to. God: for ſhe did 
not repent of her having followed and or- 
5 | - ſhipped thoſe ſtrange deities ; neither did 
| ſhe ſay, that-ſhe would turn from them, and 
SF  -forſake them: but that, begauſe in the time 
of her tranſgreſſion, ſhe had forſaken the 
Lon p, and ſerved the idols only; the nature 
of her repentance, was this: that ſhe wou 
return unto the LoRxp, and ſerve him joint- ; 
1y with the Baalim: for her opinion vas, 
chat becauſe ſhe had forſaken the. Land, 
thoſe evils had befallen her; and that, there- 
fore, it was proper to ſerye him, as the-ficſt 
cauſe; and the heavenly bodies, &c, alſo as 
mediators: and therefore. ſhe, aid, for then 
(was it) better with me than nqw. Mhente 
it is manifeſt, that hy her making uſe of, the 
comparative gerter, ſhe plainly acknowledged 
that both were good ; but that che ne . 
better than the other; | it therefore is clear, 
that the opinion of this tranſgreſſing nation, 
then was, that the gods which they ſerved, 


* great good on them; but that their 
in- 


, 
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influence, was not equally beneficial with 
that of the ſupreme Being; that therefore, 
it were beſt to'unite them all together; that 
is, the worſhip of God, with the Heavenly 
bodies; ſo that they might enjoy the infſu- 
ence of each; and thus have their bleflings 
increaſed: ſhe therefore ſaid, T will go, and 
return &c. for the ex preſſion, I will go, al- 
ludes to (according to the idiom of the fa. 
cre&Tanguage) what ſhe ſaid above, (ver. 5.) 
« For ſhe hath ſaid, I will go after my lo- 
vers,” &c. And therefore the real fenſe is, 
ax if ſhe had ſaid, I will at all events, go af- 
ter my lovers ; but at the fame time, I wilt 
return to my former huſband ; for then (it 
will be) better with me; that is, when 1 
ſerve them all, than now, that I have forſa- 
ken the Loxp, and worſhipped the heavenly 
bodies only. And therefore, God indignant- | 
ly obſerves, beheld, this vile infatuated wo- 
man, even at preſent, ſtill imagines that her 
good proceeded from thoſe ſtrange gods that 
ſhe had worſhipped ; and at the very time 
of her repentance, thus holds faſt on her 
folly : and becauſe, ſhe does not know, nor 
acknowledge, that I at all times gave her 
corn, and wine, and oil, and the filver 


ee 
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(which) I | multiplied unto her, 1 9 ne gold | 
they offered to Baal. That is, they made 
the graven and molten images of the very 
gold that I gave them. Therefore wall 
I turn, and take away my corn in its time, 
and my wine in its ſeaſon : and I will reco- 
ver my wool and my flax, (which was giv- 
en) to cover her nakedneſs.” 1 will deſtroy | 
their harveſt ®, and vintage: ſo that they 
ſhall have unfruitful ſeaſons ; and will cauſe 
the ſheep to die, that they may be deprived 
of the wool : ſo that they will neither haye 
bread to cat, nor garments to coyer FR 
nakedneſs. 

The prophet then peopectls to ſpeak of 
her farther puniſhment: ver. 10, * And 
now I will diſcloſe her vileneſs in the ſight 3 
of her lovers: By which, the prophet 
informs us, that hitherto the divine provi- 
dence, watched over the nation, to preſerve 1 
them from all natural and accidental inju- 
ries proceeding from the planetary. influence 
of the ſtars and heavenly bodies; but when 
God ſhall hide his face from + them, they | 


„ By ſending a curſe on them. See Malach, ii. 2. & 
ni. 9. + See Deut. xxxi. 18, Iſai, liv. 8. Ezek, 


FXX1X» 23+=29, GC. | 
| will 


 ofrexpoling, her vileneſs in the ſight of her 
lovers: for as a woman that hath been ſeen 


by lier admirers in a filthy and polluted con 
dition is likely to be 1defpiſed by them s: ſo 
willi they by the diſcovery of the wicked: 
nels ofitheir doings, loſe the providential gare 
of God, who will hide his face from them; 


and thus will they bef ſuhject to 1every 


evil occurrence. And, excluſive; of this, 
they will alſo be punjſhed by God; ſo that 

5 even the beneficial influence of the heaven | 

bodies ſhall not avail them: as he * 5 


the latter member of the verſe, Anc 
ſhall deliver her out of mine hand, 1 1 1 


In ver. 17. & 12. che prophẽt particula- 
rizes' her puniſhment; \* Aud I wilt cauſe 
all her joy to ceaſe; het feaſts®, (theſe are) 
her new moons, and her ſabbaths, and all 
her ſolemn aſſembl ies. And I will deſtroy 


her vine and her figtree; of which ſhe ſaid, 
Theſe (are) mine hite which. my lovers have 


given me :” Thus attributing all her fruit- 


5 bl ſeaſons to her falſe gods; as mentioned 


25M © Heb, F caſt, New doom; &c. 
Vol. III. L in 
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will be :obnoxious to all thoſe evils: and 
this is what the prophet meant by the figure 


t 
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in ver. 3. Who give me my coras, Akt, 
For which reaſon, God will thus deprive 
them of all thoſe fruitful ſeaſons, and other 
bleſſings which he had beſtowed on them; 
and which indicates the curſe that the land 
was to labour under after their eaptiuity g ſo 
that it ſhall not be au it was aforteiibe, | 
when God beſtowed his bletfirig on it : for 
after their captivity, "their: vineyards: & 
tall become foreſtsy as in the latter mem - 
ber ot the'verſe; . Aud I will malte them 
a*foreft : and the beaſts of the feld ſhall eat 
them. By the beaſts of the field, is meant 
the different nations, Pagans; Chriſtiant; and 


Mah ns, _ wave Tau: e 2. 


the holy land. 7412 3 5 Thang: 
Phe prophet hen 1 27 that the 


captivity. which they were iQ go into, G. 6. 
the preſent one) would be very lang: and n- | 
tinue for a great number of years, proportions 
ate to the great number of years that they I 
committed ids6latry in the holy land : and in 
regard to which he ſays, ver. 13. And I 
will viſit upon het the days of Baalim, 
herein ſhe burntincenſe unto them; For, 


* Heb, For a foreſſ. 3 
18 | 
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it is well known, that Ifrael ſeryed Baalim* 
in the days of the Judges, and in the days gf 
all the kings of Iſrael, and thoſe of the kings 
of Judah, who cauſed Iſrael to ſin: and 
caucerning that time, he (aid, and I will vir · 
fit upon her the days of Baalim, &c.. But, 
though, during the time of the ſecond tem- 
ple, they did not worſhip the Baalim ; yet, 
did they provoke God by their yanities, and 
their alliance with the Romans; whence 
eeded thoſe numerous; evils that befel 
them ; and even the deſtruction of the tem- 
ple, &. And of this it is, that the prox 
phet in figurative language ſays in the late 
ter mtrubet of the verſe, And degked her- 
ſelf with her ear- rings +, and her 4 jewels, 
and went after her lovers, and forgat me, 
faith the Loge:” For at one time they put 
᷑rheir truſt in their own ſtrength and power; 
and at other times in their friendſhip with 
the Romans, whom they called in to their 
aſſiſtance z (and who. became 2 fumbling 


+ The prophet made uſe of the plural, becaule diere 
were different idols worſhipped under the nahe of os: 
a5 Bual-peor, Baal-berith, Baal-zebyby be. 
| Ss Heb. e t Heb. Jewel. | 
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in ver. 3. Who give me my corn, ue, 9 
For which reaſon,/ God will thus deprive 
them of all thoſe fruitful ſeaſons; and other 
bleffings which he had beſtowed on them; 
aud which indicates the curſe that the ln 
was to labour under after theit captivitygiſo 1 
that ir ſhall not be a it way "aforititine, = 
when God beſtowed his bletiuig on it t for 
after their captivity, "their: vineyarde 0. 5 
ſhiall become foteſts j as in the latter mem 
ber of the verſe; And\ I will make them 
a*foreft 1 and the beaſts of the feld Hall eat 
them. By the beaſts of the field, is meant 
the different nations, Pagans, Chriſtiunt, and 
edans, that have had pallalliog uct 


the holy lan. | + tab 
The prophet farther 1 us, that the | 


captivity which they were to g9, into, (i. 6. 
the preſent one) would be very long, and on.. 
1 a great number of years, proportion | 
ate to the great number of years that they 

committed id6latry in the holy land : and in 
regard to which he ſays, ver. 13. And! 
will viſit upon het the days of Baalim, 3 
- wherein' ſhe burnt incenſe unto. them; For, 


* Heb. For a fore. 
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it is well known, chat Itrael ſeryed Baalim* 
in the days of the Judges, and in the days gf 
all the kings of Iſrael, and thoſe of the. kings 
of Judab, who cauſed Iſrael to ſin: and 
concerning that time, be ſaid, and I. will, vis 
fit apon ber the days of Baalim, &c. But, 
though, during the time of the ſecond tem- 
ple, they did not worſhip the Baalim z yet, 
did they provoke God by their vanities, and 
their alliance with the Romans; whence 
proceeded thoſe numerous, evils that befel 
them ; and even the deſtruction of the tem - 
ple, &. And of this it is, that the pror 
phet in figuratiye language ſays in the lat · 
ter mtnaber of the verſe, And decked her- 
ſelf with her ear rings +, and her 4 jewels, 
and went after her lovers, and forgat me, 
faith the Los. For at one time they put 
heir truſt in their own ſtrength and power; 
and at other times in their friendſhip with 
the Romans, whom they called in to their 
aſſiſtance z (and who became a Aumbling 


The 3 1 uſe of the plural, terkän Gere 

were different idols worſhipped under the name of Bani: 

25 Baal-peor, Baal - berith, Baal-zebyb, cc. "I 
0M Heb. RG t Heb. Jewel, 


Fs 2” n 5 to 


76 biss EAT AT T0 Ns” . 


to them) and thus wi the Lok? b. who is ; 
their true protector. e ect 10 eh Sn a; 
The prophet then in the ſame ſtrain of 
figurative language, proceeds to inform us 
of the events that are to take place in the ; 
latter days, at the end of the captivity : ver 
14. Vet for (all) this, behold! 1 5 fl. | 
Jure her, and will lead her to theidefert';” 
| This in icates, that the nation will then 80 
forth from thoſe countries where they o were 
in ca ptivity. either of their own accord; or 
by mt of their being baniſhed by the 
kings, or governments of thoſe countries; 
atid Which, the pfophet calls ““ alluring 
| 3 the leading her into the de- 
ſert, perfectly coincides with what Ee- 
— id, And I will bring you into the 
wilder neſs of the people , and there will I 
plead with you face to face, &. For they | 
will be led from one nation to another, and 
from one kingdom to another people and 
during this peregrination; they will be tri- 
ed, and purified z_ and the 1 ſinners and tranſ- 
greſſors will be conſumed: as ſhewn at large 
in the N of the ſecond prophecy of 


2 


0 Eck. xx. 35 ve. 4 ˖ Heb, Peoples. 
; Eze- 
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Ezekiel, Vol. II. page 239. And, as they 
will in their wandering thus, endure great 
trouble and affliction, he ſays in the latter 
member of the verſe, © And will ſpeak kind- 
ly * to her. I will comfort (the good 
among) them, and give them a courageous 
heart to bear up under all this wearineſfs. 

The prophet farther informs us that, from 
that wandering, they will merit the poſſeſ- 
ſion of the holy land: ver. 15. And 
from thence will I give her her vineyards, 
and the valley of Achor for a door of hope: 
That is, from the valley, or depth of the 
captivity, were they were in ſuch great trou- 
ble; God will give them a door of hope: 
for in conſequence of the great trouble and 
affliction that they will then labour under, 
they will return to God with a ſincere re- 
pentance, Thus will then, this afflictive 
vale of miſery, be an opening door for their 
redem ption. And, as Wes =o denounced 


* Heb. To her Pegg de 
4 For Achor in Hebrew, denotes troable ; 3 is — 95 
fore uſed alluſively by the prophet, to denote both the 
trouble of the captivity ; and the barren and troubled ſlate 
that the country now is in. See IO Vol. II. p. 58, 


her 
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ber puniſhment, he ſaid, I will deſteopihey | 
Fieseler Ggwer: (ver, ee ö 
Iwill give her her vineyards cg. to Y | 

pag mes * oy thaſ 


ty. And her tedemption and. falvation wil 
be ſo extraordinary great, that. ſhie ill ing 
and rej eier greatly; as in the latte r:morpber 
of the verſe. And there ſhall ſhe ſing 
lip) the days of her youths and a0, (in) a 
day when ſhe came up from the Jandiph E 
gfpto Thus will the greatly rejoipe, and 
give thanks to God ane. bor his Beat 
many e hetzt: ö hers Wale 

The prophet then acer to he that, 
aftes: their return from this captivity they 
vill no more return to ſin; for that God. will 
citcumciſe their hearts: and that idolatry, 
ſhall entirely ceaſe from the earth; ver. 16 
17. And it ſhall come to paſs i in that 
day, faith the Lok p, (that) thou ſhalt call 
me, Ecthee, (MINE HUSBAND) and thou 
ſhalt no more call me Haalee, (My BAAL*) | 
For "Hob whe «wm the names of Baalin * 


5 1 e ; ty © Abt 
* Heb. My 1 5 . e 
— 


name af the falſe 2998-4: f 
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to that of any of poem 6 Us 0 ies, 


Abd dhe will hy fo far from entertaining be 


 kaſt ides gf idolatry, .that ſhe will not- een 
call Gad. her Loxp, becauſe chat Mas zue 


any more mentioned by an of che other na- 
tigrs of the earth; agtegable to What the 
pfaphet ſas, For then will I turn be 
people}; to a pure language], that they ſha = 
all of them call on the name of Jehova, to 
ſerve bim with one conſent 5. . They all 
will then worſhip the ons true God. Grita 
The prophet then proceeds to aGure us, 
that they ſhall, no more go into captivity: 
neither ſhall there he any contention in the 


nation; nor war with any other: but they 


ſhall enjoy peace and plenty in ſafety: ver. 
18. And 1 will make for them a covenant 


WA Aepb. 17 9. dhe 1 Heb. Peoples. wm 9) ws 
Red. ** Jh Shoulder, | 18 


ted adultery ; but thut when' the (hall have 


= And! will betroth thee unto me 


«9 Bo eng. te ns . — 
* 
= 
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and with the 0 6 r 
2 wage 


The prophet. then hdd the tet g = 1700 
made uſe of at the commencement of abe 


prophe&F; which is, as if the Althiz 
fortsken his wife, becauſe ſhe had c 0 


repented, and returned to him in ſinerrit/ 1 
and truth; and ſhaft cal! him Teber, mt 
buſband; ; and the name of the Haalim be 
taken out of her mouth that then, God 


would betroth her unto him fre: and 


which figure, denotes the feturt of Ris di- 
vine preſence among them and bis parti- = 
cular providential care of them: 719420. T 


N A nbi 
* This is uſed ggpratvely to denote the . K 


diſpoſition of their enemies : and alſo ine Jo, foe. of e of 


peace and innocence, that is to exiſt among 

tion, in the days of the Mefliah : agreeable to.what 80 
prophet Ifaiah aid, Then ſhall the wolf take up his 
abode with the lamb,” 2 &c. as explained "at large in vol. | 


Yea, 
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Yea, I will betroth thee unto me in rigtite= 
bulnefs, and in zuſtice, and in kindnefs, and 
in merey: Tea, I will betroth thee unto me 
in faithfulneſs ; and thou ſhalt know the 
Lorp.” And the reaſon that he made uſe 
of the expreflion, I will betroth thee, three 
times; was to repreſent the three places con- 
ſtructed by the nation for the worſhip of 
God. The firſt was, the tabernacle” 5 
Moſes built in the wilderneſs; the ſecond; 
the temple that Solomon þailt; and the third, 


that which was built by Zerabbabel _ | 


Herod ; called the fecond temple, | And, be- 
cauſe it was not the intention of the gu- 
preme, that the tabernacle of Moſes ſnould 
exiſt perpetually; but only as a temporary 
building, till they came to the (place of) 
| reſt, and to their inheritance ; he therefore 


informs us, that at the future reſtoration it 


will not be ſo; and which he indicates by 
ſaying, “And I will betroth thee unto me 
for ever.” That is, that the latter temple. 
ſhall exiſt eternally, for ever and ever, And 
concerning the exiſtence of the temple which 

Solomon built, during which there was 9 
_ righteouſneſs, juſtice, inane and mercy z 
Yor. Hl. as 
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as ſhewn' at large by. the prophet Arias be 
| fays, **. Yea, I will betroth thee unto me in 
righteouſneſs, and in juſtice, and in kind- 
neſs, and in mercy.” To ſhew, that during 
the exiſtence of the future temple, righte. 
ouſneſs, juſtice, kindneſs, mercy, and bro- 
 therly love, will then prevail eminently in 

the earth. And in reference to the ſecond. 
temple, he ſaid, . Yea, I will betroth thee 
_ unto me in faithfulneſs, and thou ſhalt know 
the Loxp.” For during the time of the ſe- 
cond temple, there was great ſchiſm in the 
nation, by means of the great number of 
| Sadduces, and other hereticks: but this, the 
prophet informs us, will not be the caſe at 
the time of the future temple : for then, 
faithfulneſs, and the true knowledge of the 


One God, will exiſt in the groutel fer- 


tsction. 


But cee you may ſay, the 1 of 
the heaveuly bodies, may nevertheleſs bring 
evil and deſtruction on the nation; the pro- 
phet therefore ſays, ver. 2122. And it 
| ſhall come to paſs in that day, I will hear, 
ſaith the LoRD, I will bear the heavens; zand 


N dee Amos Chap. ii. be. wy = . 
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they ſhall Her the earth; And the earth 
| ſhall hear the corn, and the wine and the oil; 
and they ſhall hear Jezreel. By which is 


ſhewn, that they will then enjoy the pro- 
tection of divine providence in a peculiar 


c manner; as God will by his omnipotent 


power, render the heavenly bodies &c. be 

neficially ſubſervient to them: for the hea- 
vens will, as it were, aſk to ſendiithei | 
on the earth ; and the earth will, W. were 
ſupplicate for rain; and the corn, &c. will 
wiſh, as it were, to ſupply their wants : in 
ſhort, all nature will hear, and miniſter to the 
people whom God ſhall then plant in their 
own land. For as he faid above *, when 
ſpeaking of their puniſhment, and captivity, 
« Therefore will I turn, and take away my 
corn in its time,” &c. He now mentions, 
that at the time of their falvation and re- 
demption, it will be quite the reverſe; for 
then, the heavens will give their dew, and the 
earth its increaſe ; ſo that they all will hear 
Jezreel: by which metaphor, the prophet 5 
ſhews, that although during their captivity, 
the land being in a barren ſtate, (as labour- 


Ver, 9. a 4 
MN ing 
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ing under a curſe*) the corn, 3 wine, and 
the oil, did not hear the nations that had poſ- 
ſeſſion of it; yet, at the time of their re- 
demption, God will ſend his bleſſing on 
them ſo abundantly, that they all will anſwer 
Jezreel; that is, Iſracl, whom God had plant- 
ed in captivity ; and puniſhed with the pu- 
niſhnient of Jezreel; but on whom, the arm 
of the Lard will then be revealed: for, as 
when he denounced the puniſhment of the 
nation, he called Iſrael by the name of Jezs 
reel ; becauſe they were to be planted among 
the nations, and to be puniſhed with the 
vengeance of the houſe of Ahab, that was 
puni ſhed for the blood of Jezreel ; ſo, when 
ſpeaking of the ſubject of their ſalvation, he 
alſo calls them by the name of Jezreel ; to 
ſhew, that they ſhall then be planted in their 
own land: and therefore, he ' immediately 
ſays, ver. 23. And I will plant her un- 
to me in the land.” And to the houſe of 
Iſrael, he ſaid, And J will have mercy on 
HER WHO HAD NOT OBTAINED MERCYF:" 


"M0 Sen Deut. xxix. 2122+ Kc. 
+ Heb. I will ſow; and which alludes to, and eben, 
the word Jezreel. See the Notes, p. 5955+ i 


3 Heb, Lo-R ubamah, | 7 
And 
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And to the children of Judah; he cad, a And 
I vill ſay to (them who were) noT My/PE0- 
PLE, Thou (art) MY PEOPLE: and they * 
ſhall ſay (Thou art) my God.” That is, 
they will ſtrialy adhere to him, and ſerve | 
him with a perfect heart. This explanation, 
ſolves the ſixth objection. 50 
Before we proceed to the explanation of 
4 propliecy, delivered under th f gure o 
the ſecond woman; it is neceſſary to pre- 
miſe, that ſome commentators are of opini- 
on, that after the prophet had thus conſoled 
the nation, he again began to reprove them 
for their evil doings; but to this I cannot 
agree: for I am confident, that this prophe- 
cy T. is alſo conſolatory: the 82898 of 
which, is as follows. 
After the prophet had f l of hls 
captivity, and future redemption; and which- 
may be called the two extremities of time, 
that they were to experience: he began to 
ſpeak of what would be their condition and 
fate! in the intermediate ſpace, during their 


0 Heb, He, x 
1 This is alſo the opinion: of the learned Abarbanal, 
dee in Loc. 


* 
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IR - In regard to God's deafings wick 
them; that is, whether he would withdraw 
his providential care from them entirely; or, 


| how he would conduct himſelf towards them: 


and alſo on their part, whether they would 
turn to the worſhip of ſtrange gods while in 
captivity, as they did when in their own 
land. And therefore the prophet mentions 


that, God ſhewed him this under a ſecond fi- 
gure; by commanding him to love anothet 


woman, Chap. iii. ver. 1.“ Moreover the 
LoRD ſaid unto me, Go again, love a Wo- 
man, beloved of (her) friend, yet an adul- 
tereſs, This command differs from the 
firſt; for here, God does not command him 


to take her for a wife, as he did the firſt wo- 
man; but only to love her, as with love and 


deſire; and that, to a woman beloved of her 

friend; and an adultereſs: not a . woman, | 
lawfully married to an huſband; but a cour- 
teſan, Who grants unlawful and unchaſte fa- 
vours to men for hire &c. and at the ſame 
time hath a friend; a keeper, whoſe name 


ſhe aſſumes, as if ſhe was his wife; and yet 


diſpenſes her favours indiſcriminately to all 
comers : under which figure, is ſhewn the 


love of God to his people; for although Iſ- 
fob > nl 


| rac was ſo prone to idolatry, playing the 
harlot, on every high hill, and under every 


green tree“; and for which, God puniſhed 
them, and ſent them into captivity; yet, 
did he not withdraw his love from them; as 
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— 


the prophet ſays, in the latter part of the 


verſe : * According to the love of the Loxp 
to the children of Iſrael: and (yet) they turn 
away 40 other gods, and love flagons of 


wine.“ Notwithſtanding that they turned 


to ſtrange gods, and were as drunkards in 
the ſervice of the true God, yet did he not 


ceaſe to love them. And thus ſays. our le- 


giſlator Moſes, And yet for all that, when 
they be in the land of their enemies, I will 


not caſt them away, neither will I abhor 


them, &c. : 

The prophet then 83 to ſpeak of 
their behaviour during their captivity ; and 
informs us, that notwithſtanding the num- 
berleſs troubles and afflictions that they 
ſhould endure ; yet, would they not return 


to their parent's folly, in being guilty of the 
fin of idolatry ; but would totally abſtain 


dee * ii. 20. &Cc, 
1 Levit. XX. 44. 


from 


1 N . 
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from it; although they ſhould be FR 
of the viſible appearance of the divine pre- 
ſence; and the ſpirit of prophecy ; ver 2-4, 
« And I bought her unto me for fifteen. 
(pieces) of filver, and an homer of barley, 
and an half homer of barley. And I fag 
_ unto. her; Thou ſhalt abide for me many . 
days: thou ſhalt not commit fornication, 
and than ſhalt not be for (Oey man: > | 
(will) I alfo (be) for thee.” 

It now is proper to inquire what fd 
by the fiftcen pieces of ſilver, and an homer 
of barley, and an half homer of barley; as 
it certainly is not to be ynderſtood/in a lie- 
ral, but a metaphorical ſenſe*®; and therefore I 


iy The Arehbiſhop of Armagh in his notes on this 

paſſage, ſays, I bought”} “ That is, according to the 
ancient cuſtom; I paid her dower, Gen. xxxiys 12. 1. 
Sam. xviii. 26.” But ſurely the learned prelate did not 
conſider, that this was not a chaſte maiden, obtained by 
the conſent of her parents, but a courteſan, à proſtitute : 
which renders the caſe widely different. He alſo ſays, It 
| is obſerved by Sir J. Chardin in the caſt that, in the cos · 
tracts for temporary wives, there is always the formality | 


of a meaſure of corn mentioned, over and above the ſtipu - 


lated fum of money. Harmer. ii, 51 3. But he give 
no reaſon; why the prophet made mention of an homer of 
1 barley, and an half homer of barley. _ ' 


com 
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commentators in general, have endeayoured 
to explain its latent meaning; as not con- 
ſidering it in any other light than emble- 
matical: for the Chaldee paraphraſt Jo- 
nathan, underſtands | the fifteen pieces to 
denote their redemption on the fifteenth 
day of the month Niſlan, &c. And others 
explain it, as denoting the merit of the 
patriarchs Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, and the 
twelve tribes: and that the homer of bar- 
ley, and the half homer of barley, alſo con 
tain the number Hfteen; for the homer con- 
tains ten eaphas; and the half homer, five 
caphas., 
And Rabbi Saadias is of opinion that, 
the fifteen pieces of filver, and the fif- 
teen caphas contained in the homer, and half 
homer, denote Moſes, Aaron, Miriam, and 
the twelve princes of the tribes, that went 
out of Egypt. And Kimchi explains the 
| fifteen, pieces of filver to denate the redemp- 
tion, the ſame as Fonathan ; and that the 
homer .of barley aud half homer, contain 
the number of days from the time of their 
going forth from Egypt, till they came to 
the wilderneſs of Sinai, where they received 
Vor. III. N | the | 


6366 4 
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„ ar 
the law; for the homer contains thirty ſe⸗ 
ahs *, and the half homer fifteen; which 


65 together make forty five: that is, the re- 


maining fifteen days of the month Niſſan, 
and the thirty days of Iyyar. And the reaſon 


that he mentioned barley, which is the food 


of beaſts, was to ſhew that, the majority. of 


th e people that went forth from Egypt, 


were like beaſts; as the horſe, and the mule, - 1 


that have no underſtanding +; working in 


bricks and mortar, and all manner cf labour 


in the field: but when they received the 


law, their eyes were opened, and they were 
endowed with the ſpirit of wiſdom and un- 
derſtanding. And Farcht t, in the name of 
Rab Hay. obſerves that, it alludes to the laws 
of vows and eſtimation. Thus havel ſhewn | 
the opinions of the different commentators; 
but on which, I ſhall forbear making any 
obſervations, as their weakneſs and ſtrained 
ſenſe muſt appear evident to the reader. This 
being premiſed, I ſhall now proceed to give, 
what to me appears to be the true OO 


i See Lingua Sacra, Radix N. N. & nud 
1 Alluding to Pſalm, XXxii. ge | 
* See Jaichi in Loc. | 

tion 
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tion of the figurative language made uſe of 
by the prophet: : which is, That the * chil- 
dren, of Iſrael have borne all their trouble 
and, affliction in this long and dreadful 
captivity, i in full hope of the aſſurance given 
to them, in the teſtimony of the hfteen pro- 
phets,, who propheſied of their future re- 
demption and Glration. ..:i... | 
Ihe firſt, (in point of time) v was. e 
King of Iſrael, in the Book of Pſalms: : par- 
ticularly in thoſe Pſalms, that 1 ſhall notice 
and explain in the courſe of this work. The 
ſecond, Iſaiah. The third, Jeremiah. The | 
fourth, Ezekiel; in the different prophecies 


which I have already explained in the two 


firſt volumes of this work. The fifth, Ho- 
ſea. - The ſixth, Joel. The ſeventh, Amos. 
The eighth, Obadiah. The ninth, Micah. 
The tenth, Habakkuk. The eleventh, Ze- 
phaniah. The twelfth, Daniel. The 
thirteenth, Haggai. The fourteenth. Ze- 
chariah. The fifteenth, Malachi. For 
| theſe #/teen prophets all propheſied, and teſ- 
Tied: of te future rodetmption: of the na- 


1 4 


* vee Abarbanal in Loe. 9 5 
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tion®; 4s 1 have already ſhewn byte Ws : 
planation of thoſe prophecies; arid ſhall! 'by 


Firſt, thoſe which he mentioned in the land 


were in number ninety eight: and therefore; 


the bleſſing of God, farther ſhew in the er 
planation of the others, in the future part of 
this work. And to them, do the childremof 
Iſrael lift up their eyes in this miſerable caps = 
tivity. And, as their ſouls earneſtly long for, 
and earneſtly deſire the accompliſhment of 
thoſe great and glotious promiſes ; the pro- 
phet made uſe of the noun q Silver,” as = 
being derived from the verb DD 70 dg. 


As to the homer of barley, and the half 


homer of barley ; they denote the curſor 
which Moſes denounced: againſt | them, 


of Moab, Deut. xxviil. 1 5. &c. and which 


he called them an F heap z for n in 
Hebrew denotes an heap ; as DAI Mp Wh 


The beap of mister waters. (Habak, Wi rs. } 


* I have not lat Ralaam, (although * clearly | 


prophefied of their future redemption ; as ſhewn Vol. I: 


Dil, I. p. 1. Sc. becauſe he was not of the choſen. fied): 


28 1 have only reckoned the holy Prophets of Ifrael. 


+ As I have ſhewn in the tenth prophecy ol Iſai. vol 

II. p. 14. See alſo Lingua Sacra Radix RDY- 
See Lingua Sacra Radix FM. 

b 1 may 
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together (in) Zeaps. (Exod. viii. 10.) See 
alſo Numb. xi. 32+ & Judg. xv. 16. For 
as they amounted to ſuch a great number, he 
called them an Beap. And the half homer, 
denoted the denunciations Moſes mentioned 
when he made the covenant with them in 
Horeb, (Levit. xxvi. 14. &c.) and which 
were in number forty nine; being exatHy the 
half of thoſe in Deuteronomy : the prophet 
therefore, very juſtly called the former Wn 
An heap : and the latter, by the term 7 
Lerbech; which properly denotes half an 
homer: i. e. half the heap. And the rea. 
ſon, he made uſe of the noun i Barley; 
was, on account of its being derived from 
the Radix W#, which in its ptimary ſenſe 


denotes | fear, dread 3 alſo a ſtorm, tempeſt *, 
Cc. As in the following examples. Mee 
heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid +. 
yd 17Þ VP WAY!) And the king of the 
north ſhall. form againſt him like a whirl- 
wind 4. ya DWP a> Your fathers 


_ * See Lingua Sacra, Radix YU. 
| 7 Jerem. ii. 12. 4 Dan. 1 40. a 


feared 


Pd 
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feared RIP not . WW n ; | 
(on) ' horror F. Beſides a e 0 
paſſages. He therefore called thoſe denun- 
ciations, both in Leviticus, and Deuterono- 
my, by the name of . Barley: to thew 
that, they all ſhould be the cauſe of grea 
trouble, aſliction, dread, and horror to be. na- 
tion ; as they actually have been. 
4 And, as Moſes in thoſe ee ee e i 
teſtified of their captivity, and the miſer / 
and affliction that they were to ſuffer; ſo 
did he alſo propheſy of their redemption and 
ſalvation ; as already ſhewa in the courſe. 
of the work: and which is an invineible 
demonſtration to them; that all the trouble 
and affliction which they have endured du- 
ring this long and dreadful captivity, is pure- 
ly providential ; proceeding from the hand 
of the Loxp &: they therefore have borne 
all with an EIT e and ſubn * | 


= Dent. xxxli. 17» | + Job. xviii, 20. „ 
+ See The prophecies of Moſes, Vol. I p. 25: 12 

8 A ſtronger proof than this, of the divine original of 

the Moſaic diſpenſation, there cannot be; as I have ſhewp 

at large in my introduction to the firſt Volume of this 


* P · "oe &c. N 
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une; humbly acknowledging the juſtice of 
God, in thus afflicting them for their tranſ- 

greſſions. And therefore, the meaning of 
the prophet was, that, when they ſeriouſſy 
confidered the denunciations contained in 
the homer (the heap) of barley, and the half 
homer (half heap) of barley ; and alſo the 
 conſolations that are therein; and the teen 
pieces of filver (of deſire) of the prophets z 
they will remain many days in captivity, 
without committing whoredom with the 
idols; ſo that in all their affliction, Iſrael will 
ſtill hope in the LoxD. And, in order to re- 
preſent this ſubje&, the prophet ſaid, And I 
bought her unto me for fifteen pieces of ſil- 
ver, &e. That is, I agreed with her for the 
price, of the prophecies containe@in the fif= 
reen prophets, and the teſtimonies in the 
Law of Moſes ; and ſaid unto her, that for 
theſe, thou ſhalt abide with me many days 
in captivity, without committing fornication 
with the ſtrange gods, and ſhalt not be for 
another man; ſo will I alſo be for thee, 


This will be treated of largely, in the 2d. part of 
this work, when we come to ſpeak of thoſe prophecies which 
Chriſtians only apply to the Mefliah, but which will be 
fhewn not to be applicable to the Meſſiah. 

That 


— 
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feared akon *. WU WR They ſeized 
(on) Borror T. Beſides a number of other 
paſſages. - He therefore called thoſe denun- 


_ ciations, both in Leviticus, and Deuterono- 
| my, by the name of Dim Barley to ſhew 


that, they all ſhould be the cauſe of great 
trouble, affittion, dread, and horror to the. na- 


tion ; as they actually have ben. 
And, as Moſes in thoſe denunciations, had 


: teflified of their captivity, and the miſery 
and affliction that they were to ſuffer; ſo 


did he alſo propheſy of their redemption and 
falvation ; as already ſhewn in the courſe. 
of the work: and which is an invineible 


demonſtration to them ; that all'the trouble 


and affliction which they have endured. du- 


ring this long and dreadful captivity, is pure 
ly providential ; proceeding from the hand 
of the Lox o FH: they therefore have borne 
all with an een en and i * 
3 Deut. xxxii. „ + Job. xviii, 20. 3 . © 


' 2 See The prophecies of Moſes, Vol. 1 p. 27: &; | 
f 8 A ſtronger proof than this, of the divine original of 


the Moſaic diſpenſation, there cannot be; as I have ſhewo 


at large in my introduction to the firſt Volums of this 
nnd p- 13. &c. . | ; 1 [ b 48 
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for*; humbly acknowledging the juſtice of 
God, in thus afflicting them for their tranſ- 
greſſions. And therefore, the meaning of 
the prophet was, that, when they ſeriouſly 
conſidered the denunciations contained in 
the homer (the heap) of barley, and the half 
homer (half heap) of barley ; and alſo the 
conſolations that ate therein; and the teen 
pieces of ſilver (of deſire) of the prophets; 
they will remain many days in captivity, 
without committing whoredom with the 
idols; ſo that in all their affliction, Iſrael will 
ſtill hope in the Lox D. And, in order to re- 
preſent this ſubject, the prophet ſaid, And 1 
bought her unto me for fifteen pieces of ſil- 
ver, &e. That is, I agreed with her for the 
price, of the prophecies containell in the fif. 
teen prophets, and the teſtimonies in the 
Law of Moſes; and ſaid unto her, that for 
theſe, thou ſhalt abide with me many days 
in captivity, without committing fornication 
with the ſtrange gods, and ſhalt not be for 
another man; ſo will I alſo be for thee, 


* This will be treated of largely, in the 2d. part of 
this work, when we come to ſpeak of thoſe prophecies which 


Chriſtians only apply to the Meſſiah, but which will be 
fhewn not to be applicable to the Meſſiah. 


That 
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That is, £ will never exchange thee for any 


other nation: neither will 1 unite my par- 
ticular providential care to any other bes- 


ple - 
And, as the . 3 ee 
ſhould abide many days, he preſently ex» 
plains what he meant thereby: ver. 4. *For 
the children of Iſrael ſhall abide many days 
without a king, and without a prince, and 
without a ſacrifice, and without an image; 
and without an ephod, and (without) te- 


raphim, ” They will remain long, ven 


long in captivity; during which, they will 
neither have 4ing + nor prince over them, 
And, although they will not have any ſa- 
eri fice, or a temple to offer ſacrifices to God, 


yet, will there not be an image among them. 


And though they will not have an ephod 
to inquire of God by Urim and Thummim, 


s Thus ſays Amos #; Chap. ili. yer, 2. «You 


only have I known from 9 all boy families of the 
earth, ?? 


+ The prophet. hers allo {bows chit Jak this | 


| long captivity, they will be upbraided with being caſt off, 


and rejected by God, their KI; who they will be told, 
hath made Choice of the Gentiles ; ; as I have ſhewy i in Vol. 


: ; FC x FILES Cal FLIETTENS 
. | | > HS yet 


oN THE PRO HECIES. op 


yet will there not be among them any te- 
raphim, of whom to inquire * n 
future events, as did their anceſtors. 

Thus were they to remain long in enn 
ty, without the means of worſhipping God, 
according to the rites of tha temple ſervice; 
yet, ſhould they refrain from all manner of 

_ idolatry ; how / exactly all this hath been ful- 
filled, need not be inſiſted upon, as it is vi- 
ſible to every eye. For although before the 
captivity, they were ſo prone to idolatry: 
yet, have they not, during all the time of 
this long and dreadful captivity, wherein 
they have ſuffered ſuch calamities as no na- 
tion ever ſuffered, at any time ever ſwerved 
from the worſhip of the One true God, the 


Tone Janovau +; agreeable uþ wha, the | 


* Some are of opinion, that the teraphim vere images 
made in a human form; and worſhipped as idols. Aud others 
think, they were made ule of, to forctell future eyents, For 
the manner of their formation, ſee Aben Ezra, Rabbi Levi 
Ben Gerſhom, and Abarbanal, Gen. xxxi, 39- and Kimchi 
1 Sam. xix, 13+ See alſo Pirkea R. Eliazar. chap. - XXXV\,, 
Maimonides, R. Meſes Ben een & R. ae, 
on Gen. xxxi. Sc. 


f And what js ſtill more + extraordinary, the grenot | 
part 
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| Piiphicr has here fo clearly foretold. 1s * 
then poſſible, that any rational perſon, di- 
veſted of all partiallity, ſcriouſly reflecting 
on this, ſnould ever deny the truth of Divine 
Revelation ? In my humble opinion, they, 
who after this, can deny the truth of Reve- 
lation, come within the deſcription of the 
Prophet. Wo unto them who call evil 
good, and good evil.” &c. Iſai. v. 20. Ke. 

And, as the aforeſaid promiſe hath been 
ſo fully accompliſhed, it is a pledge and an 
ear neſt of the accompliſhment of the great 

and glorious promiſe, which the prophet 

aſſures them of in ver. 5. Afterward 
ſhall the children of Iſrael return, and ſhall 
ſeek the Lox p their God, and David their 
king :” They will repent of all the evil that 
their fathers did, in turning aſide from fol- 
lowing the Loxp; and in rejecting the 
houſe of David from reigning over them: 
for they will then ſeek the Lorp their God, 


part of their ſufferings, have a from their firm VE: 
rence to the ?7ze Unity of God, and their abhorrence of 
every ipecies of idoiatry, ſuch as bowing down &c, to ima- 
ges in popiſh countries; their — g the ee _e the 
n. Ke. &e. 

te” 


ON THE PROPHECLIES. 2 


F to follow. him only, and to adhere to his 


wor ſhip; and will alſo earneſtly deſire one of 0 
the family of David to reign over them. For 
the houſe of David may juſtly be conſidered, 
as an appendage to the houſe of God, and its 
true worſhip : and therefore, when Solomon 
was building, he built the houſe of the LokD, 
and the king's houſe, at one and the ſame 
time. (See 1 King. vi. 37-38. & vii. 1.) 
And at the deſtruction of the temple, it ſays, 
(2 King. xxv. 9.) And he burnt the ; 
houſe of the Lokb, and the king's houſe.” 
And when the tribes rejected the houſe of 
David, they at the ſame time rejected the 
kingdom of heaven, and fell immediately in- 
to idolatry, (1 King. xii. 28. &c.) And, 
as during the continuance of the ſecond 
temple, there was no kingdom of the houſe - 
of David ; ſo was there no viſible appear- 
ance of the divine preſence. And there- 
fore, the prophet informs us that in the lat- 
ter days, they will again ſeek the Lord their 
God, and alſo David their king®*: by which 
K 5 means 


| * That great hh the learned Abarbanal ob- 
ſerves, that A. when they firſt go We from the cap- 
tivity, 
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means, they will enjoy all manner of hap.” 
pineſs, both temporal and ſpiritual. © © © 
And, although in former times, when d 
Shechrmah, or divine preſence was viſible a- 
mong them; they did not fear or dread its 
departure; though God had often admo- 
niſhed them by the mouth of his prophets“, 
« I will depart, I will return unto my 
place f, &c. Yet, will they not act ſo at 
the time of their future redemption; as the 
prophet affures us in the latter member of 
the verſe. ** And ſhall fear the Lok p, and 
his goodneſs, in the latter days.” 5 They will 
then fear the Lon p, and dread the loſs of his 


_ tivity, they will appoint themſelves one head, (Chap. i, 1 1.) . 
and who he ſays, is the perſon called by the Rabbins, Mele 
ſiah Ben Joſeph : but as he will be flain in battle; Ifrael 
will then feek David their king; a rod from the ſtem of 
Jeſſe, whom God will make choice of, for 0 reign over 
them. See Abarban, in Loc. 


And there cannot be the leaſt doubt, but that this opinion 
of the Rabbins, concerning the death of this perſonage was 
what gave riſe to the Chriſtian ſyſtem of a ſuffering Meſliak; 
as the prophecies of the Old Teſtament, do not inculcate 
any ſuch principle whatever, 

„ Hoſea. 5. 15. 
+ To heaven where I diſplay my glory. 


: * 
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goodneſs; they therefore will act in ſuch a 
manner, as to ſecure it to them for ever. 

Thus have I ſhewn the explanation of 
this very important prophecy ; and which 
contains eight fundamental truths. Firſt, 
the redemption and ſalvation of the nation; 
as meniioned, © Afterwards ſhall the chil- 
dren ot Lrael return, &c, and the children 
of Judah ſhall be gathered together, &c. 
This agrees with the third pane ah the 
prophecies of Iſaiah. 


Second, that the ten tribes ſhall return 
from captivity, and ſhall inherit their land 
again: as mentioned chap. i. ver. 11. **And. 
the children of Judah, and the children of 
| Iſrael hal! be gathered together.” And 
chap. ii ver. 23. And will have mer- 
cy on Lo RUHAMAH. Anf which ex- 
preſſly denotes the kingdom of Iſrael. This 


agrees with the fourth principle of the _ 
phecies of Iſaiah. 


Third, the vengeance which God will 
take on che nations in war, in the great and 
terrible day of the Lox D; as mentioned: 


cc For _ (ſhall be) the day of Jezreel.” 
This 


a © DISSERTATIONS A © 
This agrees with the 221 principle of he 
prophecies of Ilaiah. 

Fourth, that the future FI will 
exactly reſemble that of Egypt; as men- 
tioned ver. 14. And [ will lead her to the 
deſert, — And there ſhe thall ſing as (in) 
the days of her youth, and as (in) the day 

hen ſhe came up out of the land of Egypt.“ 
And which agrees with the fifth n va : 
the prophecies of Iſaiah. _ 

Fifth, that the viſible ſymbol of 45 
vine preſence, will then be reſtored to them; 
as is clear from the expreſſions ver. 20-23. 
«* And | will betroth thee unto me in faith- 
ſulnets, &c.—« And | will ſay to (them 
who were) Nor My PEOPLE, Thou (art) 
My PEoPLE, and they * ſhall fay, (Thou 
at) My Gop.” This agrees with the eighth 
Principle ot the prophecies of Iſaiah. 

Sixth, that they ſhall not go into captivity 

any more; as mentioned, ver. 18. * And 

Iwill make a covenant for them in that day, 
&c.—And | will make them to lie down® 
in ſafety. &c. And which agrees with 


* Heb. He. | 


the 
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the eleventh prenciple © . the e prophecies * | 
Iſaiah. he 
Seventh, that all ds nations will ha 
conform to the worſhip of the One true 
God; fo that idolatry will wholly ceaſe ſrom 
the earth; as mentioned ver. 17. * For I 
will take the names of Baalim out of her 
mouth; and they ſhall no more be men- 
tioned by their name.” 'And which agrees 
with the we jth principh of the en 
of Iſaiah. 
Eighth, that at the time of chile future 
redemption and reſtoration to their own land, 
a king of the houſe,and family of David, will 
reign over them; as mentioned, chap. iii. 
ver. 5. © Afterward ſhall the children of 
I Ifrael return, and ſhall ſcek 5 7 LoRD their 
God, and David their king.“ And which 
agrees with the tenth prince of the . og 
_ cies of Iſaiah. | 
Now, it is well known Howl all hiſtory, 
ſäacred and profane, that not one of thoſe 
great and important promiſes, were ever ful- 
filled at their return from Babylon; for then, 
the ten tribes were not reſtored: God did 
not take * on their enemies in that 


dread- 
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| Rreadful war, that is to take place on the - 
great and terrible day of the Lox p; neither | 
did that redemption exacłiy reſemble that of 
Egypt. The ſymbol of the divine preſence 
was not reſtored to them: and it is clear 
from their hiſtory, that they were ſo far from 
enjoying profound univerſal peace, and lying | 
down in ſafety, after their return from Ba- 
bylon, and during the continuance af the ſe- 
cond temple, that they were al moſt conti- 
nually torn by factions among themſelves, 
and frequently haraſſed by the Perſians, 
Grecks, and Romans ; till at laſt, they wen 
again carried captive by the latte. 
It 1s alſo well known, that all nations have 
never yet conformed to the worſhip of the 
one true God; neither hath idolatry wholly 
ceaſed from the earth; as is clear from the 
great number of heathen nations ſunk even 
at preſent, into the moſt groſs and ſtupid ĩdo 
 latry; and the worſhip of ſaints and images 
in the Romiſn Church. Nay, according to 
the opinion of one body of Chriſtiane, (ih 
Unitarians) the other body, (though by 
much the larger) are held to be rank idola. 
tars, for embracing the octru > of the tti - 
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nity. Whencei it is manifeſt that, this pron. 
miſe bath not yet been accompliſhed; Nei: 
ther hath any king of the name and family 
of David ever reigned oyer them from the 
time of their being carried into cap af N 
the deſtruction of the firſt temple, till thi; 
bo hour: | ON which i is a a manifeſt | proof, 


* 


"Jong? or r during hae continuance of the ſecond 
temple. And it is equally demonſtrable from 
the acts recorded of Jeſus in the New Teſ- 
tament, that they were not fulfilled i in, or by 
him: for he did not accompliſh, nor cauſe 
the accompliſhment of any one of thoſe great 
and important promiſes : neither did he ever 
reign over the whole nation during the ſhort 

period of his miniſtry, as it is called; it there- 
fore is. clear to demonſtration, that he could 

not be that king of the name and ſtock of 
David, that the Prophet aſſures us is to * 


Vor. ul. 80 ki von gu, reign 


. , Tie is alone opinion es ths Archbiſhop of Amma 
in his notes on Hoſea, ili. 5.— David) Some ſuppoſe 
Zet ubbabel to be meant; and ſome, the Meſſiah. But it 
ſcems to me that the prophecy remains io be accompliſhs 
ed; and 6.004 on the. future return of God's people, an 


A ” 


% 51 Herr ros 09 


reign over: them : conſequently he cant : 
wy : Meffiah Yin to the nation. And | 


7 F 


— king of his: name 105 1 flock wil reignin over d | 
and, tranſmit the kingdom to his deſcendants for ever. 2 
pare Jer. xxx. 9. Ezek. xxxiv. 23-24. XXxXVIi. 24-25 
And thus alſo the late Archbiſhop Secker, ſeems a 
ſtand it, in his Diſſertation on David promiſed in the pro · 
phets, as I learn from what the former hath farther ob. 
ſerved in the aforeſaid Notes; his words are as follow, *Ar 
my requeſt Mr. Woide furviſhed-the following extrat from = 
Archbiſhop Secker's diſſertation on David promiſed in the 
prophets; which is lodged among his grace's mauuſeripts in 
Lambeth Iibrary. The Archbiſhop's own words "oy hi | 
grace of Armagh, are in inverted commas... 
„ Paſlages in which David is promiſed, Jer; XXX, gi 
Ezek. xxxiv. 23. XXXvViie 22. 24+ 25. Hol, in. g. Doth 
it mean a particular perſon called David, or a ſucceſſion of 
princes of the houſe of David? That nations and tribes 
are called by the name of the perſon from whom they de» 
ſcended, is well known. Jacob or Iſrael, (Iſaac, Amos vi. 9.) 
Judah, Ephraim, &c. Rachel Jer, xxxi. 15. Particular 
families are called by a patronymie name derived from the 
head of the family: Gen. xxxiv. 7. Iſrael. Joſh. vi. 252 
Rachab, Joſh. vii. 25. Achan. 2 Reg. x. 1. Achab. Amos, 
vii. 6. Jeroboam. Jerem. xxix. 32. Schemaiah.“ + 
Direct inſtances, where David ſignifies David's family; 
x Chron. xxviii. 4. 1 Reg. xii. 16. 2 Chron, x. 16, 
« "Hof, iii. F. is, by at leaft 170 years, the firſt of theſe paſ- 
« ſages, where Iſrael means the ten tribes: for it is diſ- 
« tinguiſhed from Fudah i, 6. 7. 11. and iv. 15. and its 
4 foretold, that they ſhall continue many days without a king, 


8 « and prince, and a facrifice, and image, and Ephod and 
Tera: 


oo THE PROPHECIES. 7 

it would only be a waſte of time to no pur- 
poſe, to ſhew that, theſe promiſes cannot by 
any means, be applied to the ſpiritualizing. 
| ſcheme of the Chriſtians. From all which, 
it is manifeſt, that theſe glorious | promiſes. 
remain to be fulfilled at the ge, the 
true Meſſiah. 


E Teraphim, which laſt is thought by Gans to mean idols; | 
e by others Urim and Thummim: and if it means the lat- 
4 ter, the Iſraelites who returned under Cyrus, probably 
« forſook idols in their captivity ; and we know not that any 
& Iſraelites are idolators now. After this they ſhall ſeek 
& the Lox b their God (they may have been negligent in re- 
« ligion, though not idolators] and David their king, i. es 
« that family to rule them, of whom they ſaid, we have no 
& part in David, ſee to thine own houſe, David. 1 King. 
« xii. 16, which agrees with Hol, i. 11. that Judah and J{- 

& rael ſhall appoint themſelves one head. So that this text, 
& which isthe leading one upon this ſubject, ſuits well with 
„% David, being underſtood of the family of David, Jerem. 
* Xxx · . Ezek. XxX iv. 23. 24» Wii 24+ 6. 

Thus, it is clear, that both theſe learned prelates under. 
ſtand David to mean the family of e and that at the 
future reſtoration of the nation, an vs king of the 
name and family of David will reigu over them, aud tranſmit 
the kingdom to his deſcendants for ever; as I have ſhewn 
in this, and other prophecies; and which is a demonſtrable 
proof, that Jeſus could not hy any means be the Meſſiah, | 
the king ſo promiſed : for he never reigned over,the whole 
nation in the character of a, great and alluſtrious | king, nor 
did he leave the . to his poſterity. 


P 2 . As 


of 


© 2 881 Kk 11 rows «oi 5 1 
As to the ſcheme of thoſe Chriſtian Ya whot 
pretend that, theſe great and glorious promis: 
ſes are to be fulfilled at the ſecond coming 
of Jeſus ; I have only to obſerve that, I have 
already clearly ſhewn its fallacy, Vol. I. p. 
131. 8 and to which, I refer the reader. | 


DISSERTATION ViL 


The Prophecy of Jah a 1 - wt" 

1 E ſeventh whis eb Cotati 

| ing the future redemption, felicity, 

and ſalvation of the nation, was, Joel. the 

ſon of Pethuel, in the laſt prophecy: of his 
book; commencing chapter iti. verſe®' Iſt, 

and continued to the end of the Book. 
In this prophecy, the Prophet has aſſured 


us of eleven great events that are do take, 


»» This is according to the di viſion” 11 411 the a fot 
Hebrew Copies ; and which Buxtorf has alſo! followed" 


eee 928 


his Concordantiz Biblorum Hebraicz, Sie = 
1 3 OF Firs SITES 7 va __ ice | 
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place in the latter days, at the time an the 
future redemption of the nation 
Firſt, that although during the eee Hs 
of the ſecond temple, the ſpirit of prophecy 
did not reſt * on any one; and more eſpeci- 
ally during this long and. dreadful captivity, 
they have found no viſion from the Lox p; 
vet, hereafter, in the latter days, the ſpirit of 

prophecy will be reſtored to Iſrael; even in 
a more ample and perfect manner than what 
it was aforetime: as the prophet ſays, Chap. 
iii. ver. iſt. “ And it ſhall come to paſs 
afterward- H, (that) I, will pour out my ſpitit 
upon all fleſh; and your ſons and your daugh- 
ters ſhall propheſy, your old men thall dream 
dreams; your young men ſhall ſee viſions,” 
By this, the prophet ſhews us, that at. the 
time of the redemption: and ſalvation of the | 


* e Fer yy Haggai, Zechatiah, and Malachi, they 
only propheſied while/the temple was building, (as will be 
noticed in the prophecy of Haggai) but after that it w as. fi- | 
niſhed, the ſpirit of prophecy wholly ceaſed in Ifrael.. : | 4 
+ Properly in the laft or latter days? at the time of the 
ſalvation of the nation, for the words JING are very in- 
definite ; and therefore admit of this rederiog, as the Arch · 
biſhop of Argh Tor. are; in his Notes on this 
place. . 


A. 


1 T7 | 35 nation 
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nation, God will pour his ſpirit on 80 wh l 
nation: and thus ſays the prophet Iſaiah, | 
„All fleſh ſhall come to worſhip before me.“ | 
(Iſai. Ixvi. 23.) But I apprehend, it may be 
alſo underſtood in a more enlarged ſenſe; 
and that the prophet meant all mankind in 
general: fo that it properly denotes, that at 
the time of the ſalvation of the nation, God 
will pour the ſpirit of wiſdom and under 
ſtanding on all fleſh ; both Jews and gen- 
tiles; fo that the Gentiles may alſo be able 
to underſtand the true Unity of God, and be 
deſirous of being inſtructed in his law : a- 
| greeable to what the prophet ſays, <* And 
many people“ ſhall go, and ſhall ſay ; Come | 
ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lonxp, &c. And he will teach us of his 
ways ; and we will walk in his paths, for 
from Zion ſhall go forth the law, &. (Ii, 
ii. 9.) Thus, it appears to me, that the pro- 
phet here ſpoke of all mankind in general: 
but to the children of Iſrael in particular, 
he ſaid, And your ſons and.your-daugh- 
ters that! e 4 "That4 %y MY 
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rit of divine prophecy ſhall reſt on thoſe that 
ſhall be ſo diſpoſed ; but which will not be 
the caſe of the other nations. And, becauſe 
| the ſpirit of prophecy, is of two ſorts ; viz. 

Dream of prophecy, and von of prophecy; 
be therefore ſaid, that the old men ſhould 
enjoy the prophetic dream; and the young 
men, the prophetic viſion: not that all of 
them ſhould thus propheſy, but only thoſe 
that ſhall be ſo diſpoſed; and therefore he 
ſaid ſimply, © your old men, Jour: . 
men. 22 ; 
He Ginkes aſſures us, - that 8 even 3 
men ſervants, and maid ſervants, i. e. the 
male and female ſlaves, who generally are 
in a very miſerable ſtate, will alſo have the 
ſpirit of knowledge poured out upon them; 
ver. 29th. And alſo upon the men- ſer- 
vants, and upon the hand maids, in thoſe days 
will I pour out my ſpirit.” Not that they 
will be endued with the ſpirit of prophecy, 
but will only have the ſame ſpirit of know- 
ledge and underſtanding, as the reſt of man- 
kind: for then, “the earth ſhall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lorp, as the waters 
cover the ſea. "(Ifai. xi. 9.) All mankind will 


have 


e 


| ty,God hath hid his tace from us, and there. | | 


0 


— 
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have this « pt below on. theme all vil 
wwe 7 


Second, the e ot; miracles which 1 


Bog Almighty will then ſhew us, both in hea, 


ven and earth: ver. 30. And 1 wil ſhew 
wonders in the heavens, and in the earth; 


blood, and fire, and pillars of ſmoke.” Ford. 


though during this long and dreadfulcaptivie 


fore we were not worthy of having ſuch ſtu- 
pendous miracles performed for us, as afore= 


time, and during the exiſtence of the firſ 


temple ; as the Pſalmiſt pathetically expreſſ. 
es himſelf, in bewailing the ſad calamity: of 
this captivity, as he. foreſaw by the my of 
prophecy, + We i1ee not our ſigns, ' &c, 
(Plalm. Ixxiv. 9.) That is, we ſee no token 


of the divine W with us, &c. Thus 


we ſee the Pſalmiſt bewail the loſs of the 


three ſpecies of gifts of divine .providence: i 


viz. ſigns and wonders ; ſpirit of prophecy; 


and heavenly knowledge. The prophet 


therefore, now aſſures them, that at the time 


of their redemption, theſe bleſſings will be 


reſtored to them as in their priſtine ſtate, 
For as to the divine knowledge which they 1 


e 


or 'TWE'PROPHECTES, my 
Z had enjo ed, he ſays; Iwill pour out my ĩpi⸗ 
rit upon all fleſh:—And alſo upon the men- 
ſervants, and upon the handmaids, in thoſe! 
_ will 1 pour out my ſpirit.” And as to 
e of prophecy, he ſays, „And your 
| 905 and your daughters ſhall propheſy,” 
&c. And in regard of the miracles, he ſaid; 
« And Iwill ſhew wotiders in the heavens 
and in the earth. &. He alſo informs us; 
that in thoſe wonders, will be included 
blood, and fire, and pillars of ſmoke: that 
is, the blood of the mighty ſlaughter that 
will take place among the nations; as 1 
have already ſhewn in Vol. II. p-. 306. &e. 
And the fire, and pillars of ſmoke, will de- 


ſcend from the Lox p from heaven; as the 


prophet ſaid of Gog and Magog;<And I will 
rain fire and brimſtone upon him, and upbn 
his bands, &c. (See Vol. II. p. 378.) He 
alſo farther obſerves, vet. z3iſt. The ſun 
ſhall be turned into darkneſs, and the moon 
into blood, before the great and terrible day 
of the Lok B come.“ And Which'Aben- 
Esra obſerves, denotes the eclipſes of the ſun 
and moon; and that theſe will be the ſigns 
and wöndtnd of that dreadful War. And 


Vox. III. 0 Mai 


S 
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: Mentee explains it, as wh he 
_ vengeance that ſhall be taken of the nations: 
but according to his explanation, the pro · 
phet ſhould have ſaid, when the great and 

terrible day of the Loxp ſhall come; and 
not before it come. But I am clearly of 

opinion, that the expreſſion is not to be un- 
derſtood in a literal, but a figurative ſenſe; 
for as this war will be between the Maho- 
metans and the Chriſtians: and, as the lat- 
ter reckon by the ſolar year, and the former 
by the lunar year; the prophet therefore, to 
ſhew the greatneſs of the ſlaughter that will 
then be among them, makes uſe of this fi- 
gute; the ſun ſhall be turned into darkneſs, TT 
and the moon into blood. 5 ; 

Third, that although during ws ed of 
this dreadful war between thoſe different na- 

tions, when the Almighty will thus take | 
vengeance on them, it will bea time of trou 
ble and diſtreſs to Jacob, yet, will he be ſa- 

ved there from; as the prophet ſays, ver. 32. 
« But it ſhall come to paſs, that whoſoever 

ſhall call on the name of the Loxp ſhall be 

delivered: And this deliverance, the pro- 
phet informs us, will not be for all mop who 
_ 


Ao 
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hall call on the name of the Lonp, but for 
ſuch of them only as ſhall then be in the ho- 


ly land. For in mount Sion and in Je- 
ruſalem ſhall be ' deliverance as the Logan. 
hath ſaid ;” And not for all the children 
of Iſracl, that ſhall be found there, But 
among the remnant whom the Lozxp ſhall. 


call.“ That is, thoſe who called on the Logd 
in truth, and rectitude; and with a perfect 
heart: theſe he will call as + his true and 


— 


faithful ſervant. 


And the ptophet Iaiah bath Ca 


us that, this trouble aud diſtreſs will conti- 
nue but a little while; as he ſays ; (chap. 


 xxvi. 20.) “Hide thyſelf for a 3 — i 
for a moment, until the indignation ſhall 
have paſſed away. And during which time, 

many of the wicked Iſraelites will be deſ- 


troyed ; but thoſe that fear the Lord, will 


"Wn, 


be delivered ; as he hath ſaid in Wen 4 


place, (Chap. iv. 3 ) And jt ſhall come 
to paſs, ee is left in Sion, and re- 
maineth in Jeruſalem, holy ſhall he be call- 


ed; (even) every one (that is) written as 
mong the living in Jeruſalem.” And which 


binnen coincides with what Daniel ſaid, 
by  - when - 


7 4 - 
, 


116 -DI88ERTATIONS © 


When ſpeakiug of the dreadfo war that is to 
rake place in the latter days; (chap; xii. 1) 
Aud at that time thy people "ſhall be de- 
livered every one that (ſſrall be) found writ- 
ten in the book.” Thus, may we 'plainly-' 
perceive, how thoſe different prophecies all 
BD tend to one point; ; namely, the preſervation 
© © ofthe righteous part of the nation in the lat- 
3 ter days, when God ſhall take ſoch power- 
ful vengeance on all thoſe nations, that have 
ſo cruelly oppreſſed and perſecuted __ Hons . 
ring this long and dreadful captivity. 
-Fourth, that at the time of the EL 
| of Iſrael being gathered together, before the 
perfect completion of their ſalvation; 5 the day 
of judgement will take place; hen the 
Lok p ſhall ſtand up to plead, and to judge 5 
the people®; as in chap. iii. ver. 1ſt: &. 
% For behold, in thoſe days, and at t 
time, when J ſhall bring again the captivity 
of Judah and of Jeruſalem, I will alſo aſſem- 
ble all the nations, and will bring them down 
into the valley of Jehoſhaphat ; and there I 
will execute t e 1 9 cba TR 285 Þ | 


* Heb, Peoples Ako 0 alin 
87 Or. contend j in judgement, with an. „ 
1 peo 5 
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people and (for) mine heritage Iſrael. whom: hy 
they ſcattered amon 8 the nations, and (then) 
divided my land: For in the latter days, 
God will ſtir up the nations, to go up tu the 
holy land to war; and as he will there in- 
flict exemplary vengeance on them, as a juſt 
retribution for the manifold injuries they 
have done to Iſrael; the prophet calls that 
time, the day of e ee and concerning 
which, he ſays, that at the time when God 
ſhall bring back the captivity of Judah and 
of Jeruſalem * then, at that very time, 
faith the Lon p, I will gather all the nations; 
i. e. God. wi 
induce them to come up to the mountains 
of Iſrael with Gog and Magog; and then, 
Jehoſhaphat, where the ſlaughter will take 
place. And the reaſon of its being called the 
. of Jehoſhaphat, ſome think, was, be» 


„The prophet mentioned Judab and Jetulalem U "i 
although the whole- nation of Iſrael is then to be reſtored; 
becauſe, the Mefliah the ſon of David, will be of the tribe- 
of Judah, and the ighabizants of Jerufalem,; and which b, 
the metropolis of the kingdom.——He alſo made mention 
of Jeruſalem, becauſe it is there, 8 that the war will 
wan the naten. . 


ck 


* 


1 ſo diſpoſe their hearts, as io 


: Se. See ee Sacra, Vol. I. part 1. P · 2 &c. ; 
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cauſe Jchoſhaphat perhaps had 8 | 


ſome particular act there; or more proper- 


of bor with "71, V Dνοαν⁰ as the prophet ſays, 
Y NUR) And I will contend in judge- 


ment with them. And the paraphraſt Jo- 


nathan explains it thus: KIT ] 
To the valley of the diſtribution of juſtices be- 
cauſe the Almighty will there execute juſtice 
on all the nations, who ſo cruelly abuſed Iſ- 
rael, and ſcattered them among the nations, 


in this long and dreadful capiivity; and 


(then) divided their land: (which God em- | 
phatically calls his land) by which, the pro- 
phet alludes to the Mahometans, and the 


other nations, who at different times, have 


had poſſeſſion of the holy land, and ſo cru- 
elly oppreſſed the nation; and conſidered: 


them, but as mere traffick; as in verſe. 3d. 


« Yea, they caſt lots for my people: and 
gave a boy for an harlot, and fold a damſel 


for wine to drink. They diſpoſed of 
them for the moſt infamous purpoſes; for 
they preſented the captive Jewiſh boys to 


Called in Heb. Des D communicati dum nomens 


their 
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| their whores, to wait on them, as the price 


of their lewdneſs ; and gave the girls to be 


debauched by the ſellers of wine. Thus 
were the boys given as a reward for the gra- 
tification of their luſts, and the guls as the 
price of their intemperance. | 

The prophet then in the perſon of the 


| Supreme, proceeds to ſpeak of the behaviour 
of Tyre, and Zidon, &c. towards the na- 


tion; ver. 40 And what have ye alſo to 
do with me, O Tyre, and Zidon, and all the ö 
coaſts of Paleſtine? Do ye requite me (with). 


retaliation ?” What have I done to you, Q 


ye bordering nations, that ye have Joined | 


| thoſe who came to afflict | my people ? Are 


ye thus returning upon me and t my people a : 


recompence for injuries you imagine to have 
received from us? Or although you have 


not received any injury from us, do ye un 


provoked treat me and them thus injuri- 
ouſly ? (in either caſe) ſoon (and) ſwiftly 
will I return your recompence, and cauſe the 


injury you do them, to fall upon your on 


head; as in the latter member of the verſe: 
No ow bo you e requite mer, ſoon Cl, 


RO... Or. if ye retaliate upon me, ; 


. 
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ſwiftly will I bring again your retaliatioh © on 


your: own head.. 
The prophet then proceeds to enumerate 


the evils they did to the nation; firſt, by ta- 
king their gold and their filver &c, and 
which, God calls his gold and filver ; becauſe 
he gave it to Iſrael : ſecondly, their ſelling 
the bro of Judah and Jeruſalem to the 
Grecians, in ordet to remove them far from 
their country; ver. 5, 6. © Becauſe ye have 
taken my filver and my gold, and haye 
brought into your palaces my deſirable (and) | 
goodly things. The children alſo of Ju- 
dah, and the children of Jeruſalem, ye have 
fold to the ſons of the Grecians, that ye 
. ht remove them far from their border.” 
2. Bor, notwithſtanding all the attempts of 
their enemies, God aſſures us by the mouth | 
of the Prophet, that they ſhall be reſtored to 
their own land, and their enemies be ſevere- 
1 puniſhed for what they have done to them; 8 
for by a juſt retaliation, they t themſelyes 
ſhall fall under an irredeemable ſlavery: ver. 
7. 8. Behold, I will raiſe them out of 
the place whither ye have ſold them; 3 and 1 


will bring again your retaliation | on your own | 
head ; 
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head: And 1 will ſell your ſons and your 
daughters! into the hands of the ſons of Ju- 
dah ; and they ſhall ſell them to the Sabeans, 
to a nation afar off: for the LoRD hath ſpo- 
ken (it.”) _ 

Fifth, the manner in which God will. ex- 
ecute judgement on the nations; and which 
will be, by ſtirring up the hearts of the kings 
of the different nations, to war with each 
other; ſo that he will be avenged of them 

all: ver. 9. &. © Proclaim ye this among 
the nations; declare & ye war, raiſe up the 
mighty ones; let all the warlike men draw 
near, (let them) come up: Beat your plough- 
ſhares into ſwords, and your pruning hooks 
into ſpears: let the weak ſay, I (am) ſtrong.” 
He here bids them make the moſt formida- 
ble preparations for war, by turning all their 
iron inſtruments which they uſed for the 
moſt peaceable purpoſes, into inſtruments 
of war; for this war will be very great and 
terrible ; and therefore, let the weak lay, 
I (am) ftrong.” Let none excuſe themſelves 
from this war. Let even the weak, and un- 


| _ Heb, SanQtify | 
Vor. III. R  warlike 
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Watlike arm themſelves on this occalion 
let them all riſe in a maſs; let them all be | 
aſſembled together; and come to this war ; 
vet ſhall they not proſper; for the mighty 
men {ſhall be brought low : ver. 115 Col. 
lect yourſelves and come, all ye nations 
round about; and aſſemble yourſelves to- 
gether; (and) there * the Logy ſhall bring 


down your mighty f ones. 


„That is Judea, or a e 1 as 4 in 5 


Abarbanal obſerves, this great and dreadful war, which is 
to take place near the time of the redemption of the nation, 

and which is the ſame as that mentioned by Iſaiah, arid 
Ezekiel: (See Vol. I. p. 212. &c. & Vol. II. p. 266, &,) 
will lead to a war in the holy land between the Chriſtians, 
Mahometans, &c. &c. in which they will all be exemplary | 
puniſhed by a moſt dreadful flaughter, for what they have 
done to the nation; for as the holy land was the ſpot where 
they firſt began to afflict the nation, they therefore will there 
all meet with their due feward; as I have ſhewn in the 
third prophecy of Ezek. Vol. It. p. 306. &. 


+ And ſome explain it, Thirher caꝶſt e om 
to come down, O Lord. Meaning that God would ſuffer his 


angels to come down to fight for his people; as mentioned 
Judg. v. 20. They fought from heaven, the {ars in their 
courſes fought againſt Siſera. Taking I in the ſe 
cond perſon of the imperative mood in bipbily and which 
alſo ſhews the deſtruction of the enemies armies. See Kim- 
chi in Loc. But the Chaldee Paraphraſt Jona. agrees with 
the Tranſlation that I have given in the text, and ſo dees 


Jarchi. & alſo Abarbanal. | 
Sixth, 
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Sixth, that there is a certain and deter- 

minate period for the -puniſhment of the 
nations, and the redemption of Iſrael; agree- 

able to what Moſes ſaid, (Deut. xxxii. 34.) 
Is not TH1s laid up in ſtore with me, (and) 
ſealed up among my treaſyres ? At the 


time that their foot thall ſlide, &c. As 1 


have ſhewn i in Vol. I. p, 49. &c, and 58. &c. wy 
And as the prophet ſays, ver. 12-13. © Let 
the nations ariſe and come up to the valley 
of Jehoſhaphat; for there will I fit to judge 
all the nations round about,” There will 
| puniſh them, and execute the judgement 
apon them which they have deſerved, for 
the enormous crimes that they have com- 
mitted; and therefore, Put ye in the fickle, 
for the harveſt is ripe ; come, get ye down, 
for the wine preſs is full, the vats overflow:;” 
The prophet thus compares the nations, to 
ripened fruits, and the time of harveſt, and 
the vintage, when men cut down their corn, 
and gather their grapes: the harveſt is 
ripe ;” They are ripe for deſtruction, as the 
ripened corn is for reaping ; and the grapes 
for gathering; and therefore, ye muſt come 
to tread the wine preſs, * for the vats over- 
„„ flow: “ 
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flow':” that is, as the prophet clas it 
immediately after, „for their wickedneſs 
is great,” Their wickedneſs is rifen to ite 
_ greateſt height; it is come to its full mea- 
ſure. And ſome are of opinion, that the 


words are uſed as deſcriptive of the great 


ſlaughter of the enemies of the Jews, and the 
great quantity of blood that ſhall then be 
- ſhed; and in which ſenſe the Chalder para- 
phraſt Jonathan explains it. Draw out the 
word againſt them: the time of their end is come: 
 baſten, and tread upon their flaughtered mighty 
men, as men * tread upon what is in the wine 
preſs : ſhed their blood becauſe their wickedneſs 
is multiplied,” And in this ſenſe Kimchi alſo 
underſtands it; for he ſays, it is a /imile to 
denote the great effuſion of blood; and that 
the time of their death by the ſword was 
come; for great is the evil which they have 
done to Iſrael, they and their fathers. | 
The Prophet having thus predicted the 
aoktner of the enemies of God's people, 
ſuddenly, and abruptly, breaks forth with 
prophetic warmth and rapture, ver. 14. 


* Cha, As the le: or treading. 


Mul- 
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4 « Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of 
exciſion: for the day of the Lok p (is) near 
in the valley of exciſion,” See, ſays. he, 
what mighty numbers are brought n : 
for their deſtruction. 
The prophet in figurative 1 chen 
ſhews that, great revolutions will happen in 
thoſe puniſhed nations; even the deſtruction 
of their kings and ſubordinate princes; and 
the total ruin of their polity k: as in the lat- 
ter member of the verſe. The ſun and the 
moon ſhall be darkened, and the ſtars ſhall 
withdraw their ſhining.” 

The prophet then Oe that God would 
ſoon ſpread terror among thoſe nations, by 
his roaring from Zion and Jeruſalem, like 
as the ravenous beaſts when they roar for 
their prey : and when he ſhall thus diſplay 
his power in executing judgement upon 
them ; he will be the refuge and ſtrength 
ot his people, for their preſervation, ver. 16. 
« The Loxp alſo will roar from Zion, and 
from Jeruſalem will he utter his voice ; and 
the heavens and the earth ſhall hake: but 


* See Vol. I. * 23. 
the 
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the Loxp will be a refuge to his people, and 
a ſtrong hold to the ſons of Iſrael.” “ 

Seventh, that at the time of the ſalvation 
and redemption of the nation; the earth will 
be filled with the knowledge of the Lodz | 
the divine preſence will be reſtored ; and 
divine ſanctity, will again return to them as 
aforetime, but in a far greater degree than 
of old; ver. 16. © And ye ſhall know that 
1 (am) the LoR D your God, dwelling in Zi- 
on mine * holy mountain.“ This, clearly 
| points out the perfection of wiſdom, and 
knowledge of the Lok p, which they will 
then enjoy; and the reſtoration of the di- 
vine preſence to Jeruſalem. And in the latter 
member of the verſe, he informs us, that 
Jeruſalem ſhall be holy; and ſhall no more 
be polluted by ſtrangers. 4 And Jeruſalem 
ſhall be holy; and ſtrangers ſhall no more 
paſs through her.” This expreſſion of the 
prophet, clearly ſhews that, the divine ſanc- 
tity of jeruſalem, will be far ſuperior to what 
it ever was before: for, as aforetime, the 
houſe of God was _ and none were Per» 


* Heb, The mountain of mine holineſs. 


mittel 


* 
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mitted to enter therein ®, but the prieſts; 
and eſpecially into the bey of holies, no one 
but the high prieſt on the day of atonement; 
ſo the prophet obſerves at the future redemp- 
tion, the whole city of Jeruſalem will be ho- 
ly : for the uncircumciſed ſhall no more en- 
ter therein to pollute it: agreeable to what 
the prophet Iſaiah ſaid, (Chap. lii. 1.) 
„Clothe thyſelf with thy glorious garments, 
O Jeruſalem, thou holy city! For no more 
hall enter into thee, the uncircumciſed! and 
the polluted.” And which plainly ſhews, 
that none of the nations ſhall evermore have 
power over, -or be able to opprels the nation, 
or ſhall ever enter the holy land in an hoſ- 
tile manner t. and is an evident proof, that, 


. That is, in the temple; properly ſo called. 

+ See Kimchi and Abarbanal in Lot. 

I In this ſenſe ſome Jewiſh commentators 3 
it: as does alſo Grotius. And Dr. Newcome Archbiſhop of 
Armagh, renders MY no longer, inſtead of xo more thus 
reading And ſtrangers ſhall no longer paſs through 


her.“ And the reaſon of his thus rendering it, I perceive 


by his notes, to be, becauſe he wiſhes to expound this 
prophecy, as relating to their return from Babylon : though 
in his note on this verſe he ſays. * If we render, no more, 
ve muſt ſuppoſe a reference to Jeruſalem on its eſtabliſh- 
ment.” That. is, on its future — at the time 
of the true Meſſiah. 8 

after 
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after the future reſtoration, t they are never 
to go into captivity more. 4244 $ | 
_ Eighth, that at the time of ke Fa . 
dn the land of Iſrael will in a pecu- 
-har manner, be bleſſed with plenty: for al- 
though during this long and dreadful capti- 
vity, the land labours under a curſe, and 
barreneſs; as is well known : and as Moſes 
aid ®, For your land ſhall not yield her 
as, neither ſhall the trees of the land 
yield their fruits.“ Vet, at the future re. 
ſtoration, the mountains of Iſrael, ſhall ſhoot 
forth their branches, and ſhall bear their” 
fruit in the moſt luxurient manner: and 
which, the prophet expreſſes in a moſt beau- 
tiful metaphor, highly poetical: ver. 18. 
« And it ſhall come to paſs, in that day, 
© (that) the mountains ſhall drop down new 
wine, and the hills ſhall flow (with) milk; 
and all the channels of Judah ſhall flow 


| © Levit, xxvi. 20. — 
| + That is, according to the metaphor in the Heb, 
The channels ſhall go, ur run down waters; for the waters 
ſhall flow down e channels. Such figures are frequent 


in the beſt writers. 
(with) 
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-(with). water.” Thus will they experience 

the moſt abundant plenty, mh 
Ninth, that; at the future reſtoration, the 
nation ſhall be bleſſed with a great plenty 
of water, for t the increaſe of the fruits of the 
earth: &c, as in the latter member of the 
ver. « And a fountain ſhall come forth 
from the houſe of the Lon p, and ſhall water 
the valley of Shittim.” The reaſon of this 
miracle, ſome commentators obſerve, i is, be. 
cauſe that aforetime, Jeruſalem 1 was greatly 
5 deficient in water; ; fo that when it hap- 
pened to be belieged, the people were much 
in want of water; as may clearly be per- 
ceived from the words of Rab- ſhakeh *, 
and as mentioned i in Iſai. vii. 3: Xxii. 9. Ir, 
& xxxvi. 2. that they were obliged to make 
uſe of the waters of aqueducts and conduits: 
therefore, that Jeruſalem may be perfect i in 
every bleſſing, and in want of nothing; there 
will ſuddenly and miraculouſly appear foun- 
tains of water, and which will come forth 
from the houſe of the Lon po, and water the 
valley + of Shittim. And this promiſe is 
VoL. III. | | 8 e con- 
02 Kings xviii. 27. | + Rabbi Saadias underſtands 5153 
IO | Hot 


ws 
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| OE 12. \ 44s 546 8 l ; 6 72 3:6 354 (Ai, f 
contained in the pro zhecies of Ezek®: And 8 


e . 0+; (hl 1643613 of x 


221 


- cd PET En gs ine 10S VEL: 144 
rative ſenſe, referr 9 to What the Pro ber 
Iſaiah prophecied, Ch 


: 4 11 74 * SB 1 { 18 92918 f 
n tions ſhall flow unto it. And many peo- 


Li „ f Ak CE 917 HIST? . 
ple > ſhall go, and ſhall ſay >» Come ye, and 


44> * 


13 # + 


bn) and obſerves that pptw1 2h, denotes che river of 


* Shittim.: and w 

was 10 called, becauſe it was near the place called Shittim. 

Sce Joſh. ii. 11 Eek. Alvi. 85. 
| | | | the 
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the law ; and the word of the Lonp from 
0 Jeruſalem 1 And which i IS conformable to 
what the ſaid prophet ſays, Chap. lv. 1. 
« Ho! every one that thirſteth, come ye 0 
; — of prophecy, 1 the 86 of God, is 
compared to water; as I have ſhewn at large 
in the Explanation of the latter Cited Pro- 
phecy: See Vol. II. p. 13. &c. And, as 
the heavenly influence, and the knowledge 
of the true fairh, will 80. forth 125 Jeru- | 
world: "a Prophet therefore, | in figurative 
| language ſays, 90 And a a fountain ſhall come 
| forth. from the houſe of the Logo, and ſhall 
water. the valley « of. Shittim.” And thus — 
ſo ſays t the prophet | Zech. when deſcribing # | 
the, effuſion. of divine knowledge from Je. 
ruſalem, at the reſtoration of the nation. 
« And it ſhall come to aſs, in that day, 

living Waters ſhall | go out from Jeruſalem ; 
half. of them toward the eaſtern lea, and half 
of them toward, the weſtern fea,” This i is 
— molt, heautiful wee : viz. that from | 


5 Tt Jeru. 
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Ei _ Jeruſalem, which was a dry tract of land, % 
deficient in water, living waters ſhould ſud- 
denly come forth, and flow into thoſe great 
| ſeas ; ; and which was to ſhew that, from N 
[ Je ruſalem, a deſlate, tributary country, the 
EE. law, and knowledge of truth . go forth 
| to all the world. 
And in nearly this ſenſe; the Archbiſhop i 
of Armagh, underſtands it; only referring it 
in part, to Chriſt. His words a are, In this v. 
either the times of the Meſſiah are deſcribed; 
or we have a deſcription of Jeruſalem” after | 
its final reſtoration, when a golden age hall 
commence among its inhabitants, and when 
the knowledge of God and of his Chriſt ſhall | 
a ſecond time be widely diffuſed from it. See 
Ezek. Ixvii. 8. Zech. xiv. 8. 5 But the ſe- 
cond appearance of Jeſus, and which is 
| founded on the ſcheme of the Millenium, I 
| have already ſhewn, Vol. I. p- 131. & ſeq. 
do be a mere chimera, an ignis s fatuus ; - and 
| for which, there 1s not the leaſt foundation 
| | I in the prophecies of the old Teſtament, 
[| Tenth, that excluſive of the general de- 
AruGtion, and deſolation, that will take place 
5 among 
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among all the nations, there will be a par- 
ticular and decided puniſhment for Egypt, 
and Edom: ver. 19. Egypt ſhall be a 
deſolation “, and Edom ſhall be a deſolate + 
wilderneſs: for (their) violence (againſt) 
the children of Judah; becauſe they ſhed 
innocent blood in their land: Kimchi ex- 
plains Egypt to denote the Ichmaelites, 
or Mahometans; and Edom, the Romans: and 
that theſe two nations have thus long bore 
rule; and will bear rule till the future re- 
ſtoration: and which is the fourth beaſt in 
the viſions of Daniel. And the reaſon that 
the Iſhmaelites are mentioned by the name 
of Egypt is, becauſe the wife of Iſhmael was 
an Egyptian; as is ſaid 17, And his mo- 
ther took him a wife out of the land of E- 
gypt.“ And his mother was alſo an Egyp- 
tian, See Gen. xvi. 1. And Edom denotes 
the Roman Empire : and thus are they alſo 
denominated by Iſaiah, Chap, xxxiv. which 
ſpeaks of the deſolation of the Roman Em- 
pire; as e have there explained it 9; and 


7 


* Heb. For a deſolation. . 
+ Heb, A wilderneſs of deſolation. 1 Gen. xxi. 21. 


& See Kimchi on that chap, of Iſai. See alſo my ex- 
N planation of that prophecy, Vol. * 5 212. &c. the 


among the Iſhmaelites alſo > and both theſe 
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thereaſon of which! i is, becauſe the majoriey 
of the Romans, were originally Edomites; 


although ſeveral other nations have been in- 


termixed among them; as there hath been 


nations, have cruelly: oppreſſed the children 5 
long in captivity among them; and whoſe 


blood they have ſpilt as water: .eſpecially 


Edom, or the Romans, who under Titus, 
deſtroyed the ſecond temple, ſhed the blood 
of the nation; and carried them into this 
long and dreadful captivity : and it is of this 
preſent captivity that the prophet ſpeaks z 
and therefore; he only mentions Judah; 


cauſe Iſrael, which properly denotes the ten 


tribes, who were carried captive bythe king 
of Aſſy ria, and have not returned to this day, 
- were not under the power of [theſe two; na- 
tions.” This is the ſum. of: What Kimchi“ 


ſays on the ſubject. But Abarbanal Jſays, 
the prophet meant Egypt literally : for 
he is of opinion that, the war Which 3840. 


take place in the latter days, between the 


* See in Loc, 
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different" nations in the holy land, as mens 
_ tioned, inthe” fevently prophecy” 6f'- U 
Vol. IT. p. 306. Ke. will properly com- 
 mwence itt Egypt; for in the attempt to con- 
quer the holy land, &c. they will ſubdue 
Egypt, and makeè a great ſlaughter there : they 
will then take poſſeffion of paleſtine, and 
Jeruſalem; which at this time, may be ten- 
ſidered as dppertaining. to the kingdom of E 
gypt; all being under the dominion” of the 
Turks. This procerding, will ronſe the 
nations of the eaſt and th north; to come 
and make war againſt theſe, who had thus 
conquered Egypt, &. and to wreſt the ho—-— 
ly land from them: and then, the ruin of all 
theſe nations will be great: and for this 
reaſon, the prophet ſaid, | “Egypt ſhall be 
a deſolation, and Edom "ſhall be # deſolate 
wildernefs :” and all this will be, for 
(their) violence (againſt) the children of Ju- 
dah ; becatfe they ſhed innocent blood in 
their land:“ that is, Edom for deſtroying 
the ſecond temple, carrying the nation into 
captivity, and cruelly perſecuting them, and 
— their innocent blood: and Egypt 


for 
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for joining the Edomites, or Romans, in the 
ſiege, and deſtruction of Jeruſalem :; the E- 


vs 
+ 


a 


gyptians being then under their dominion. | 
And as a proof that the prophet was ſpeak - 


; ing of the preſent captivity, he only men- 
| tioned the violence againſt Judah; but did not 


mention the ruin of the ten tribes, , becauſe 
their ruin was not effected by Edom and E- 
gypt, as was that of Judah and Jeruſalem.” 

This is the ſum of what Abarbanal fays on 
the ſubject: And to this purpole, h hath he alſo 

written in his explanation of the \ prophecy | 
in Ezek, chap. xxxii. 18. concerning Egypt: 


_ as alſo in his explanation of Daniel, concern- 


ing the fourth beaſt ; which he underſtands 


to denote the Roman Bm pie. A 


Before ] quit this ſubject, I judge, it re- 


: 3 to conſider how far thoſe two emi- 


nent commentators agree, or diſagree on the 


ſubject under confideration. In the firſt 
place, they 497þ hold, that Edom denotes the 


Roman Empire; as hath been frequently 
mentioned in the courſe of this work. Se- 


condly, that the prophecy referred to the 


preſent captivity ; ; conſequently, this pu- 
niſhment 
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niſhment of the nations is to take place, at, 


or near the time of the reſtoration of the 


Jewiſh nation. Thirdly, that Edom, which 
der the image of the fourth beaſt, in Daniel's 
cerning Egypt, 1 humbly coticeive that, 
when duly confidered it will be found, not 
to be matetial; as both opinions may be 

| aid to verge to one, and the ſame poiirt: 
for according to Kimchi, Egypt figuratively, 


although Abarbana} maintains that Egypt 


literally, denotes the Egyptiuns yet, as the 
preſent government is Mahometan, and the 
governors of Egypt, Mahometans; they may = 
be ſaid to agree in the main; that is, they 
both are of opinion that, in this great and 
terrible war that is to take place in the lat 
ter days; both the Chrifians and the Malo. 


metans will be exemplary puniſhed, for what BY | 


they have done to the nation, during this 
long and dreadful captivity of eee logs 7 
dred years continuance. 
1 have been the more pertlenlar om this 


part of the prophecy, decaule, the preſent 
Vor. Hh T "hb 
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dreadful War, in which almoſt all e | 


| involved ; 3 the miſerable condition of Rome, : 
&c. and the late attempt of the, French y au. 


der Buonaparte to conquer Egypt, and which 
has diawn the Porte into the conteſt, may | 
ſeem to give ſome countenance to the opini- 


| on of Abarbaual: but, whether thoſe events, 


will ultimately lead to that great and terri- 


ble war, that is for a certainty to take place 
iu the latter days in the holy land, between 


the I riliians, Mabometans, and Pagans, ac- 
cording to the different prophecies cited in 

the courſe of this work, i is not in the power 
of man to aſcertain: as according. to ſeveral. 
of thoſe prophecies, / it is manifeſt that, the 

time of the redemption of the Jewiſh nation, 
and conſequently, the puniſhment of the 
nations who have ſo cruelly perſecuted them, 
which is to precede that glorious event, is 


known to the Almighty only: agreeable to 


what Moles ſaid, Deut. xxxii. 34, 35. Is 
not TH1s laid up in ſtore with me, (and) 


| ſealed up among my treaſures ? —At the 


time when their foot ſhall ſlide,” &c, Which 
ſhews that, there is a certain and determi- 


Nate period for the puniſhment of the na- 


1 tions, 
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tions, which God hath never imparted to 
any prophet whatever: as I have ſhewn 
Vol. I. p. 58. And thus alſo was it ſaid to 
Daniel, (Chap. xii. 9.) Go thy way Daniel 
for the words (are) cloſed up and ſealed till 
the time of the end. And to the ſame pur- 
poſe, the prophet Iſaiah expreſſes himſelf; 
(Chap. iti; 4.) . For the day of vengeance 
was in my heart: &c. And on which, our 
Rabbins obſerve, (See Gemara, Perek Che- 
jek) that, the Almighty hath never impart- 
ed it to any created being: not even to the 
angels. For by the expreſſion, in my heart, 
ſay they, it is, as if God had ſaid, ſpeaking 
in the language of man, to my heart have 

I revealed it, but not to any created being“. 
From all which, it is clear to demonſtra- 
tion, that the Almighty hath in his great 
wiſdom, thought proper to conceal this' 
great and important event from all crea- 
tures. 1 n have W been againſt 


20 ma I have not 5 5 leaſt 3 but chat on _ 
explanation of the Rabbins in the Gemara, is founded, : 
the expreſſion, ſaid to be uttered by Jeſus, ( Mark, xiii. 
32+) © But of that day aud (har) hour knoweth no man,” 
no not the angels which a are in n heaven, neither the ſon, 
but the Father.” 

T 2. 1 


t49 11 


calculating the time of our n 1 
being fully convinced, that it is hidden from 
mortal CYEs And the fajlure of every one 
without exception, (whether Jew, or Chriſ- 
tian) who bath hitherto attempted to cal- 
culate the time, is an evident proof of the 
juſtneſs of my opinion. However, when 
vue (ee ſo many nations engaged in a war, 
carried on with almoſt unparalleled violence, 
deſolating ſo many countries, and producing 
ſcarcely ever been witnefled ; but which 
ſeem ſo much to accord with the events, that 
the different prophets have predicted are to 
1 take place at, or near the time of that great 
1 and important event, I can nat but conſider 
Ti all thoſe occurrences, as indications of the 
f near approach of the redemption af the na- 
i ttion, It therefore, in my bumble opinion, 
= behoves every rational mind, to pay a duo 
1 regard to thoſe awful warnings, and to on- 
1 deavour to deprecate the wrath of the Al- 
| mighty, by a thorough reformatian, and an 
| | amendment of their lives. And as I know; 
5 8 that there are great numbers of my brethren, 
1. who laugh at all thoſe warnings ; Who ri- 
1 | | dicule 8 


ON TRE PROPHECIES. - un 
dicule the idea of a Meſſiah coming to re- 


deem the nation: (for they do not believe 


ſhewn Vol. II. p. 236. &c.) much leſs, 
ſay they Can We believe that God can ever 
be ſo vindictive, as to deſtroy his creatures by 


war, & c. No: we have a better opinion of 


the goodneſs of God. Thus, do they pre- 
tend to honour God, by denying his juſtice, 
and depriving him of the government of the 
world, which he hath created in his wiſ- 


dom; in oppoſition to what the word of 


God teaches us ; as the puniſhment of the 


Antediluvians, of Sodom, &c. Hence, they: 


aſcribe not our ſufferings or proſperity to 


divine providence : neither do they aſcribe 
the happineſs, or ruin of the nations in ge- 
neral, whether by war, plague, famine, peſ- 
tilence, earthquakes, &c. to his ſuperinten- 


dence, but to a concatenation of cauſes, in 


a political, or natural light. Thus they 
diſhonour God, conſidering him in the light 
of a blind, indifferent deity: who having 


created the world, hath left it to chance, 
without interfering in the leaſt, or taking 
cognizance of the ** or bad actions of man- 

| kind; 


—————— — — — ——— — —— — 
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kind; thereby behaving exactly as the wick 
ed Iſraelites did of old, as recorded byithe' 
prophet Ezekiel, (Chap. ix. 9.) For. 
they tay, the Lok PD hath forſaken the earth, 
and the Loxd ſeeth not. That is, he nei- 
ther knoweth, nor regardeth the tranſactions 
of this nether world. But, though this may 
lull their conſcience aſleep, for the preſent; 
yet, let them dread the conſequence of their' 
falſe and pernicious principles, from the 
dreadful denunciation of the prophet, in an- 
ſwer as it. were, to their impious aſſertion; 
„Therefore (as for) me, mine eye ſhall not 
ſpare, neither will I have pity.” For as. 
they ſaid that, I did not ſee, or tegard their. 
actions; 1 therefore will not ſpare, nor pity» 
- them: for he who neither ſeeth nor regard- 
eth, can never favour or pity : and which 
is a juſt retaliation for their wickedneſs and 
impicty, as the prophet ſays in the latter 
member of the verſe, Their way will I. 
recompence upon their head.” This dreads» 
ful denunciation, as well as ſeveral others 
delivered by the different prophets*, againſt» 
thoſe who diſbelieve and deſpiſe the _ of: 


* 3 39 
4 1 8 4 


59S See Vol. u. Po. 236, &co Kc. | 
0004. 
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God, I would earneſtly recommend to their 

moſt ſerious conſideration : beſeeching them 
to endeavour to avert the wrath of heaven, 
by a timely and ſincere repentance, and a to- 
tal relinquiſhment of thoſe pernicious doc- 
trines that they have imbibed, from the 
writings. of thoſe arch infidels, Voltaire, 


Hume, Bolingbroke, &c. and which they 


think ſuperior. to the word of God, and 
therefore totally, neglect the ſtudy: thereof, 
This negle& of the word of God, is the root 
of the evil; for I am confident that, the 
diſbelief of the nation, is principally owing 

to their ignorance of ſacred literature; for I 
have ſeldom found any of thoſe unbelievers, 
well grounded in holy writ ; they conſequent- 
ly, are not able to repel the attacks of the 
infidels; but are inſtantly overpowered with 
the moſt trifling and infignificant arguments; 
but which nevertheleſs, appear to them to 
be unanſwerable. Nay, they with them to 
be ſo; becauſe by that means, they think 
- themſelves relieved from the burden of the 
ceremonial law, which lays them under ſuch 

great reſtraints in the purſuit of pleaſure. 
Hence, that indifference towards the word 


of 


of God, ſo highly neceſfary to he ao 


Keek them to turn their "rhoughts to, d 


however, diſcharged my duty, in giving them 


ter member of the verſe. * But Judah ſhall 


loſt in the maſs of other nations, and their 


dah and the r of ne _ 
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tion; and which I once more earneſtly be- 


not think lightly of lt. 
Ho this admonition may be coteliins by 
the nation at large, I know not: I have 


proper warning, agreeable to what the'pro- 
phet ſaid*. ef thou warn the wicked of his 
way, that he turn from it, and he turn not 
from his way; be ſhall die for his __ 
but thou haſt delivered thy ſoul,” 

To return: — Eleventh, that Iſrael will "OR 
return to folly again; conſequently, they ne 
ver will go into captivity more: as inthe lat- 


dwell for ever, and Jeruſalem n remain) 
from generation to generation.” That is, 
there ſhall be a fignal difference between E- 
gypt and Edom, Judah and Jeruſalem: : for 
the former are to become deſolate, and not to 
be inhabited more; i. e. the people will be 


fovereignty ſhall never be reſtored ; but Ju- 


* Ezek. xxxiii. 9. 


be 
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de reſtored after this loug and dreadful cap- 
tivity; ; and, on their return, ſhall dwell for 
ever iu their land. And the learned Abar- 
banal obſerves, there is no doubt, but that 
this prophet foreſa w the deſtruction of the 
ſecond temple by the Romans, whom he 
ſpoke of under the figure of the locuſt; and 
on whoſe account, he made ſuch bitter la- 
mentation; and concerning whom God 
 ſhewed him the future reſtoration ; ; and 
therefore, he always addreſſed his diſcourſe 
to Judah and Jeruſalem; becauſe it was con- 
cerning them that he propheſjed: and alſo, 


7 becauſe - Judah and Jeruſalem will be the 


chief of the kingdom: and therefore, all the 
other tribes are included under their name. 
And, becauſe in his (God's) jealouly tor the 
deſtruction of his houſe and holy City, he 
will take vengeauce on his enemies; he 
therefore ſaid; * The Loox D alſo will roar 
from Zion, aud from Jerufalem will he utter 
his voice :” for, it 1s on this account, that 
he will be wrath, and roar aloud ; he there- 
fore, at the clole of the prophecy ſays, But 
Judah thall dwell for ever, and Jeruſalem | 
(ſhall remain) trom generation to genera- 
Vel. III. vv | tion: 
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tion: . ed in nearly this ſenſe, the 5 9 
biſhop of Armagh underſtands this ſentence: 
ſor in his Note on ver. 19. he ſays, . E- 
g p.—] There ſhall be a ſignal difference 
between Egypt and Idumea, whoſe people 
ſhall be loſt in the maſs of other nations, and 
7 whole ſovereignty ſhall not be reſtored; and 
Judah and Jerufalem, whoſe inhabitants 
ſhall be reinſtated after their captivity, and, 
on their future return, ſhall dwell for ever 
in their land; Jehovah diſplaying his glo- 
ry among them.“ From which, it is ma- 
nifeſt that his grace conſiders this prophecy, 
as referring to the future reſtoration of the 
nation. And in his Note to ver 21. he 
oObier ves, It is uncertain whether we have 
| | the true key to this difficult chapter; which 
EL may not be tully underſtood till Jerutalem 
| 5 is rebuilt, and till the prophecies, Ezek. 
| ix. 5. 11. Rev. xx. 8. 9. are accom- 
| pliſhed.” 
q in verſe 21, the prophet ſpeaks of the in- 
i | nocent blood ut Iſrael, which their unjuſt 
and ci uei enemies have ſpilt. Forl mall 
cicauie their blood that I have not cleanſed.” d. 


This 
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This, the generality of commentators * ex. 
plain thus: From the fil itver and gold which 
| they have ta den from them, I will cleanſe. the | na- 
tions; for Ifrael ſhall 40% in the latter days 
take from them for a Ipoil; but e from their blood | 
which they have ſhea, I | I will not cleanſe them ; A 
but foul ſhall be for foul, the ſoul of thoſe who 
Hlt it, or their children after them. for if they 
would give all the gold and ſilver in the, world 
as an expiation for their ſouls, they Mall nof be 
cleanſed from their blood. There are alſo ſe- 
veral other explanations ; See Jarchi & Jo- 
nathan &c. But none of them ſeem to have 
entered into the true ſpirit of the ſentence, 
Abarbanal excepted: for he obſerves, that 
in this verſe, the prophet gives the reaſon 
why Egypt {hall be a deſolation, and Edom 
a deſolate wilderneſs ; and mentions two 
cauſcs. Firſt, in reſpect of the blood of 
the children of j udah and Jeruſalem, which 
the children of Edom and Egypt fpilt, al- 
though no dced of violence was in their 
hands: for they did no evil to the Romans 
or Egyptians, to render them deſerving of 
this. And lecondly, i in reſpect of the burn 


0 dee Kimchi in Loc. 5 
2 - ing 
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ing of the temple, which-was the habitation 
of the Shechmah, or divine preſence : : and 
therefore, he ſays, by way of ſurpriſe, Bar 
ſhall I declare their blood innocent *! Shall I 
declare the nations innocent of the blood of 
Itrael, which they have ſpilt on the ground, 
and ſuffer it to go unfevenged ? In truth, T 
will not declare it innocent I will n ot abfolve 
the blood that hath been ſpilt, nor will 1 
ſuffer it to go unpunithed ; but will ſurely 
be avenged of them. By this rendering, the 
expteſſion appears ſtrong and beautiful, and 
the anſwer in the latter clauſe juſt and ſtri- 
king. And concerning the ſecond caulc, he 
ſaid, becauſe the Lord dwelleth in Zion. And 
they deſtroyed his houſe, and burnt the ha- 
bitation of his divine preſence ; for which, 
it is alſo proper that he thould be avenged 
of them. 
This, is what appears 1 to me, according 
to the original, to be the real ſenſe of this 
great and important prophecy, which hath 
appeared ſo difficult to the generality of 
commentators z and whence, the ſeven fol- 


* Hence, it appears to me, that the words hens been. 
univerſally wrong tranflated- 


lowing 


oN THE PRIOPHECIE S, 1 


lowing fundamental eee deduti- 
bl& 75:7 ako HOT; FL, pil 

Firſt, that at che: time af he: 8 to- 
demption of the nation, the ſpiryt of prophe- 
cy, and the Shechinab or divine preſence, 
will be reſtored to Iſrael; and the true 
knowledge of the Loxp will alto be multi- 
plied in the earth; as the prophet lays, ver. 
28. And dit ſhall come to paſs after ward, 
(that) J will pour out my ſpirit upon all 
fleſh; and'your ſons and your daughters (hall 
propheſy.” And which agrees with the 
5 erghth principle of the prophecies of liainh. 

Second, The vengeance Which the Al- 
mighty will take of the natious at that tine, 
for the evil which they have done to Iſrael; 
as in Chap. iii. ver. 9. Proclaim ys this 
among the nations; declare y2 war.” &c. 
&c. And which agrees with the h prin- 
. of the prophecies of Iſaiah. 

Third, the particular vengeance, that is 
to be taken of Edom: ver. 19. Egypt 
ſhall be a deſolation, and Edom ſhall be a 
deſolate wilderneſs.” And which agrees 
with the ſecond principle of wy prophecies of 


Iſaiah. 
Fourth, 


150 DISSERTATIONS - 
Fourth, the Redemption, and Salvation 
of Iſrael ; as in Chap. iii. ver. 1. For be- 
hold, in thoſe days, and at that time, when 
I ſhall bring again the captivity of Judah, 
and of Jeruſalem: And which agrees 
with the third ent of the ee of 
Iſaiah. | 
Fifth, that thawed is a certain * Fee | 
nate time, tor the Redemption of the nation; 
as in ver. 13. For the wine preſs is full, 
the vats overflow.” And which agrees 
with the fixth principle of the de of 
Iſaiah. 

Sixth, that after the Gd Res 
they never will go into captivity more; nei- 
ther they, nor their poſterity for ever: a8 in 
the latter member of ver. 17. And ſtran- 
gers ſhall no more paſs through her.” And 
ver. 20. But Judah ſall-dwell for ever, 
and Jeruſalem (ſhall remain) from genera- 
tion to generation. And which agrees 
with the eleventh principle of the prophecies 
of Iſalah. 

Seventh, that after the future Redemp- 
tion, the nations will be inſtructed in the 
true tg, of God, and his Law: and will 
_ ſerve. 
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| rn and worſhip him: as mentioned in 


the latter member of ver. 18. Anda a 


fountain ſhall come forth from the houſe of 
the Lok p, and ſhall water the valley of Shit- 


tim.” As 1 have explained it at large, p. 129, 


&c. And which agrees with the twelfth 
£ principle of the Prophecies of I ſaiah. EY 


Now, .it is well known from all hiſtory, 


| facred and profane, that none of thoſe great 


and important events, were ever accompliſh- 
ed at their return from Babylon: for then, 
the Shechinah or divine preſence was not re- 
ſtored to the nation: God did not take ſuch 
ſignal vengeance. of the nations as the pro= 


phet mentions is to be taken of them, im- 
mediately before the great and terrible day 


of the LokD come: and it is well known, 


that they were again carried into captivity 
by the Romans, and in which, they have 


continued to this hour. From all which, 
it is mauifeſt, that the purport of this i im- 
portant prophecy was not accomplithed at 
their return from Babylon, or during the 
continuance of the ſecond temple ; much 
lets can it be ſaid, that thoſe events took 


place at the coming of Jeſus, or during his 
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wee on earth, And it would be 4 
waſte. of time to no purpoſe, to ſhew, that, 
theſe promiſes. cannot by any means be ap- 
plied to the ſpiritualizing ſcheme of the 
Chriitians : Whence it is manifeſt, that this 
important prophecy remains to be fulfilled 
at the coming of the true Meſſiah; whom 
God in his mercy ſpeedily 1 ſend, Amen. 
| Note, Although I obſerved (p. 108. Note) 
that this prophecy commences Chap. 111, 
ver. iſt.” And which diviſion I intended 
to tollow ; yet, is on reflection, 1 judged, 
that it might not be ſo convenient to the ge- 
nerality of Readers, I have therefore, fol- 
lowed the generally received diviſion , of the 
common tranſlation of che Bible. 


DISSERTATION VIII. 


The pre hecy of Ars. 


TY? HE eighth whis deep bedes ol 48. 
ture Redornptiogy: and Sabvation'of the 
Na- 
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nation, q was ge Prophet Amos, in the laſt 

prophecy of his book; commencing Chap. 
I. ver. 5. Are ye not to me as the ſons 
of the Ethiopians, ( O ſons of Iſrael?” c. : 
and continued tothe end thereof. „ 
Before we proceed, I deem it requiſite to 


obſerve, that this prophecy, hath appeared 7 


extremely difficult to the Commentators in 
general, to explain * and thus alſo hath ; 
Abarbanal obſer ved. He has like wiſe railed 
ſeveral objections to particular expreſſions ä 
of the prophecy ; and which I think, re- 
_ 
quire inveſtigation: they are as follows. | 
Firſt, the prophet” s ſaying, Did I not 
bring up Iſrael from the land of Egypt, and. 
the Philiſtines + from Caphtor, and the Sy» 
rians from. Kir þ ?” For if the prophet in- 
tended to ſhew / the great mercy and kind. 
neſs of God towards Iſrael, by bringing 
them forth from Egypt; wherefore then 
did he ſay, that he did exactly the ſame for 
the Philiſtines and Syrians? And by which 
expreſſion, he cer tainly, Jeffened the kind 
neſs done to Iſrael. 
* See, Kimehi mh I 


pe” Heb. Philiffin, \ — OG 
Vai. * 8 
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Second, that it appears the Philiſtines aa 
Caphtorim were brethren; as mentioned 
(Gen. x. 14.) Out of whom * came 
'Philiſtim and Caphtorim.“ And Jeremiah 
x ſays, (Chap. xlvii. 4.) © For the Lokp will 
| lay waſte the Philiſtines, the remnant of the 
country of Caphtor.” Now, if Philiſtim 
and Caphtorim, were one, and the ſame, 
bo could God ſay, that he brought up the 
Philiſtines from Caphtor, as if they had 
been captive there? 

Third, the expreſſion, ** and Syria from 
Kir.“ For at the time of the delivery of this 
prophecy, the Syrians were .not yet carried 
captive ; for they were not carried captive, 
till the time of Ahaz, when the king of Af- 

ſyria carried them captive to Kir; as men- 
tioned, (2 King. xvi. 9.) © For the king 
of Aſſyria went up againſt Damascus, and 
took it, and carried (the people of) it cap- 
tive to Kir.” And even this prophet him- 
ſelf propheſied Þ of their captivity ; (Chap. 
i. 5.) And the people of Syria ſhall go into 


| [| 5 » Heb. From thence. 
i | | +1 Amos acer in the _ of Uzziahy two years 
4 | | 44 „ cap- 
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| captivity unto Kir.“ And, as to the capti- * 
vity of the Philiſtines, that did not happen | 
till long after, in the time of Zedekiah; how 
then, could the prophet ſay, © Did I not 
bring up Iſrael from the land of Egypt, and 
the Philiſtines from Caphtor, and Syria from 
Kir?“ As if all thoſe captivities and redemp- 
tions, had already taken place; for the verb 
bring up, includes them all. 
Pourth, the prophet's ſaying““ Behold, 5 
the eyes of the LoRD God (are) upon r 
ſiuful kingdom, and I will deſtroy it from 
off the face ot the earth. For if this is ſaid 1 
of the kingdom of Iſrael, as the generality 
of Commentators underſtandꝰ it; how could 
he then ſay. immediately after, Yet I will 
not utterly. deſtroy. the houſe of jacob,” for 
the kingdom of Ephraim , was ſurely of 
the houſe ot jacob; hence, thele expreſ- 
ſions of the pj are dee contra- 
dictory. 14 3&9 el 
Firth, the 3 ver. 9. WI I 
will lift, the houſe of Iſrael among all the 


* This is alſo the opinion of the Archbſtop of Ar- 
wagh, in his notes. See in Lo. 
+ That is the ten tribes. DE the 47t3 $14 1 
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natiolis ahd# grains all nbt fal aße 

ground: Thad is not on of them fhalhdie: 
And immetiately after, in contradiction! to 
this, he fays, ver. 10. Allithe finners of 
my people ſhall die by the ſword; Now, if 
the ſinners die, it is manifeſt,” at _ | 
grams muſt fall upon the ground. 1 
Theſe are the Objections of Abrams 
and which, according to the pHations of 
Jarchi, Kimchi, &c. ſtem almoſf inſur- 
mountable. But the real fen{e-of the: pros 
pheey, according to Abarbanalh is, chat che“ 
ver ſes, 70 85 9, & 10, are to be conſidered 
as a prefatory introduction to the great und 
important promiſes, contained in the ten 
maining part of the chapter. And the fabs 
ject matter of this introduction; is, to they 
that, the children of Ifrael are the Lone 
ſervants; bought as it were with his ver, 
or born in his houle :-and therefore, he tac, 
ver. 7. Are ye not unto me as the children 
of the Ethiopians, O ehildrem of Hasel, faith 
the Wonne“ For as the Chuſites (or Ethio- 


* This i is according to all the Englich tranflations of 
the Bible, but which is not the real ſenſe of th origitiah 
as 1 ſhall ſhew in the * of the Propbeey. | 

| be "on 
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pians) the: deſcenmdante of Chus che On of 
Ham, fare ſervants to their lords, and i in per- 
petual. ſubjoctign to thein ; o are the children, = 
of Urael,, the Lonp's ſervants: the) are his 
ſervants, becaute he brought them forth from 
the land of Egypt, where they were ſeryants 
to Pharaohs and, as he edeeme 
bondage, he of right, became poſſeſſed ol 
them, and entitled to their ſervice, in return 
for the great benefit, Which he had confers 
rod on them: as the- prophet fays,; Did F 
not bring up Iſrael from the land of Egypt?” 
But, as ye might in return ſay, behold the 
Almighty hath alſo brought up different 
nations, and redesmed them from thafe wha 
held them in ſubjection z yet, did. they yot. 
on that account become his ſervants: and 
there fore, the prophet lays in the latter mem | 
ber of the verſe, And the Philiſtines from 
Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir?“ For 
the Philiſtim were the inhabitants of Az- 
Zah; and were called Avim; and who were - 
ſubdued by the Caphtorim: as mentioned, 
Deut. ii. 23. And the Avims which 


dwelt. in Hazetim, (even) unto Azzah%, the 
Caph- 

* The aka pn Moles mentioned this here, Was, as ſome 

| ob- 


= 


them from 
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tor, deſtroyed them, and dwelt in their ſtead.” 
And which plainly ſhews that, the Philiſ. 
tines were ſubdued by the Caphtorim; and 
therefore the prophet ſays, and the Phi- 
liſtines from Caphtor,“ for the Caphtorim 
had carried the Philiſtines captive to Caph- 
tor, before that Iſrael was brought forth 
from Egypt; and afterwards God brought 
them up, and redeemed them from thence, as 
he did to Iſrael. And having thus in figufa- 
tive language ſpoken of the paſt, he in like 
manner, proceeded to ſpeak of the future; 
And the Syrians from Kir,“ That is, thus 
will he alſo bring up the Syrians from Kir: 
for though Sennacherib will carry them cap- 
tive from their land, yet, at the appointed 
time, when the kingdom of the Aſſyrians ſhall 
ceaſe, they will be releaſed from thence; ſo 
venant that Abraham and Liaac made with Abimelech, (See 
Gen, xxi. 32. & xxvi. 28.) they were not at liberty to rake 
poſſe fſion of any part of the land of the Philiſtinesz more eſ- 
pecially, as it was not included in the Gift promiſed to Abra- 
ham; yet, as the then inhabitants were not Philifines but 
Capheorim; they were cenſequently free to take poſſeſſion 
of it. But others underſtand it in a different ſenſe. See. 
Jarchi, Aben Ezra, & Abarbanal, 1 2s þ M 


that 


obſerve, to inform Ii;ael, that although according to, the co- 
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that this is the way of the world; thus hath 

it been, and thus will it be; that one nation 
will overpower and ſubdue another, and 
bear rule over it for ſome time; and after- 
wards it will be releaſed from their power“. 
Hence it is manifeſt that, the true explana- 
tion of this verſe is, as if the Almighty had 
ſhewn the children of Iſrael the reaſon, why 
they were his ſervants, and ought to be obe- 


* Abarbanal obſerves, © that as to what Kimchi ſays, 
that the Philiſtim and Caphtorim were brethren ; is not 
ſo: and as to the proof that he has adduced from Gen, x. 
14. Out of whom came Philiſtim and Caphtorim*” can- 
not diſprove my aſſertion ; for it is true that they all de- 
ſcended from Mizraim the ſon of Ham, as mentioned, ver. 
13, & 14. And Mizram begat Ludim, &c,——And 
Pathruſim, and Caſluhim, (out of whom came Philiſtim) 
and Caphtorim.“ But it does not ſay, that the Caphto- 
rim were brethren to the Philiſtim, but to the Pathruſim, 
and Cafluhim; and it was from the Pathruſim and Caflu- 
him, that the Philiſtim came forth; and nearneſs of kin doth 
not prevent war among nations: although they had even 
been brethren, for was not Eſau brother to Jacob, yet was 
the one not eſtabliſhed but on the ruin of the other. 

And, as to what Jeremiah ſaid, For the Loxp will lay 
WM: Philiſtines waſte, the remnant of the country of Caph- 
tor.“ Does not ſignify that the Philiſtines came from Caph- 
tor; as Kimchi thinks, but that God would deſtroy the 

Philiſtims, that are left, and have eſcaped, from the capti- 
 vity, where they were carried captive to the Fey: of 
Caphtor,” 


dient 


vw, 1 
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tient bade, the Ethiopian flaves age s 
their lords; becauſe, he brought them forth 
ftrom. the land of Egypt; where ihey had been 
zm bondage: but if they ſhould y, that he 
hath alſo brought up the Philiſtines from 
Caphter, and will thus alſo bring up the Sy. 
irians from Kir; then in anſwer to this, the 
prophet ſays, ver. 8. Behold, the eyes of 
the Loxp God (are) upon the ſinful king- 
dom; and 1 will deſtroy it from off the face 
.of the earth.” And which i is not meant of 
the kingdom of Iii ael, as the generality of 
"Commentators under ſtand it; but to thew 
the preeminence of Iſrael i in the ſight of the 
Supreme Being, and that in his exceeding 
great love towards them, above all other na- 
tions, he is particularly careful of their pte- 
"farvation::. and which is plain from the dif 
tinction made between them and the othar 
nations: for when any of the other nations 
have been wicked in the ſight of the Long, 
and he. puni ſhes them for thaſe erimes they 
are coitſumed from off the face of the earth. 
Inſtances of which, there are many in both 
1 ſacred and profane hiſtory, of ancient nati- 
FF ons thus toft ; of whom there is neithes 
: Ss ES. | 


PHECIES, 16 
name, nor remainder: but this is not the 
caſe with Ilrael: for notwithſt nding their 


ON THE PRO 


wickedneſs 1 the crimes they have commit - 
ted; and, the ſeyere and dreadful. puniſh» 


ment inflicted upon them, and the innume- 
rable miſerable perſecutions they have ſuf- 
feredʒ yet, are they not conſumed ; De 


the Eternal, God: hath communicated of. his 


eternity to his people; agreeable to what the 
prophet ſaid; {Malach. iii. 6.) : For I (am) 


the Lon p, I change not: therefore ye, the 


ſons of Jacob, ate not conſumed. And this 


is what the prophet meant by the expreſ- 
| Gan Behold, the eyes of the Loꝝ God 


(are) upon the ſinful k gdm; That is, 
if auy kingdom is ſinful, and committeth 


atrocious crimes, I will deſtroy it from 


off the face of the earth. However, with 
Urael, it ſhall not be ſo; for although they 


have ſinned, yet I will not utterly deſtroy 
them: as in the latter member of the verſe, 
axe 1 will not utterly deſtroy the houſe of 


Jacob, ſaith the Lox b. They ſhall by no 

means be loſt, or utter ly deſtroyed: and bow 
exactly all this hath been fulfilled, is Mani. 
feſt, from the * ſtate of _ nation, as a 
Vo. III. © EY ſe⸗ 
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parate ny üetwickfkunding the mütter * 
merable eruel and dreadful Perkcurult that 
fey Have fuffered: even fuch, as l am bold to 
aſſert, no Hation ever ſuffered, duting a ſpacꝰ 
of almoſt eighteen hundred years. Hence 


their preſervation as a diftine, and ſeparats 
pebple, may be confideredas à ſtanding mira- 
ele to this hour. ] therefore, once mores 


earneſtly recommend this important fubje& 


do the ſerious confiderationt of all thoſe who 


are infected with Deiſm and infidelity: more 
efpecially, thote of my own nation; my 
brethren of the houlſe of Iſrael: and aſk 

mem, whether they can yet withſtand the 
truth of the word of God, and the full *. 
compliſhment of prophecy, fo contrary to 
All human probability, as is that of the pre- 

ſervation of our 3 amidſt all the perils 
that e them. a in the an- 


* be have BIG: 1 times acdrefled 8 tis 
fubjea, in che coui ſe of this work; See vol. I. Introduce 
ton, P. 1. Vor II. p. 246 & Vol. III. p. 140, Ne. But 
46 L have their happineſs at heart 5 (as alſo the happineſt 
of all mankind, whether Jew or Gentile) and would wi ling · 
ly. reclaim them, and ſave them from utter deſtruction; it 
75 not poſſible, that this truth, can be inculcated too often: 
and which. 1 hope, will plead my excuſe with DET 

liberal minded readers 5 1 
10 > en 
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guiſh-of my ſoul, earneſtly beſeeal them, ag 
| they value their happineſs, both of hody and 

ſoul, here, and hereafter; to turn from their 

evil ways, and bot ſliglit the warnings give 
en them by Gad s prophets, as did tei fig- 
ful auceſtors; the Which, if they do, wall 
certainly be the means of hringing upon 
them, that dreadtul denunciation, which the | 
prophet hath denounced againſt finnery and 
unbelievers of the word of God, and his diſc 


trib tive juſtice ; (as will be ſhetyn in the 35 


explanation of ver. 10.) the conſequence of 
the deiſtical principles they have imhibed, and 
which if perſiſted in, Will aſſuredly bring 
deſtruction upon them, here and hereafter. 
Io return: [mutt farther obſerve, that 
according to tue preceding ſenſe, it may alſo 
be explained thus: that is, that che exprH 
Fon, Are ye not to me as the ſons:of the 
Ethiopians, &. i to be underſtood by 
way of ſur priſe : Are ye then O children of 
Iracl. to be con ſidered hy me, as the children 
of the Ethiopians I For hen a perfor! pur 
Chales an Ethiopian flave, he is is ſlave: for 
ever, in Conſfideration-ot the erpeuce of 
purchaſe money: and thus, begauls I hrought 
fo. 00 you 
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you up from Egypt, are ye to be my ned 5 
as the ſons of the Ethiopians ? No: it /is not 


ſo: for I have alſo brought up the Philiſtim 
from Caphtor; and will alſo bring up the 


Syrians: from Kir. And which ſhews, that 
your pre- eminence above all the other nations, 
is not merely, that I have brought you up. 
out of the land of Egypt: No. But your 


| true pre- eminence conſiſts in this; that, Be. 


hold, the eyes of the LoRD God (are) upon 
the ſinful kingdom; and. I will; deſtroy it 
from off the face of the earth.. hat i i 
when any of the kingdoms are ſinful, God 
bringeth utter deſtruction upon them iti hut 
which-is not the caſe with Iſrael, although 
they ate ſinful; as in the latter membet of 


the verſe: Vet I will not utterly deſtroy 


the houſe of Jacob, ſaith the Lox D.“ And 


of this, the prophet, produces a proof of what 


is to take place, at the time of the future 
reſtoration ; when J ſrael will be caſt about 
from place to place; wandering about from 


one nation to another, aud from one king- 
dom to another people“; yet ſhould they not 


nn as in ver. 9. For babold. 


's Seb te 15 purpoſe, Vol. II. LOI 7 
will 
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will command, and I will ſift the houſe of 
Iſrael among all the nations, as (one that) 
ſifteth (corn) iu a ficve ; and (the) bundle 
'  thall not fall upon the ground.“ That ig, 

the collective body of the nation, ſhall not be 
deſtroyed: for; as when one ſifteth corn, al- 
though it is toſſed about to and fro, yet is 
not the collective body of it conſumed, or 
deſtroyed; even ſo will it be with Iſrael ? 
and therefore, the prophet made uſe of the 
noun M]) Tferer, which , denotes à bundle; 
to ſhew, that collectively, as the general bo- 
dy of the nation, they ſhall not be deſtroy- 
ed: but the particular individual ſinners, 
ſhall die during the time of that emigration; 
as in ver. 10. (But) all the ſinners of my 
people ſhall die by the ſword, who ſay, Evil 
ſhall not draw nigh; nor come ſuddenly 
upon our account. Thus theſe preſump- 
tuous ſinners ſay, the evil is not on our ac- 

count; not on account of our evil deeds, 

but it is purely accidental; for no cogni- 
z⁊ance whatever is taken by the Almighty 

of any ſuch thing; we therefore will do ac= 
cording to our heart's deſire, without troub- 
ling ourſelves about what will happen here- 
2 after 
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after; as we are fully con vinced, that let 
our actions be what they will, they will not 
be the cauſe of the evil. Heuce it is clear, 
that the expreſſion (the) S unale ſhall not tall 
upon the ground, is ſpoken of the _ 
houſe of iſrael, who in their collective 

pacity ſhall not be deſtroyed but Regs Kh 
ful individuals among them, ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed by the ſword. And which is the 
very ſame in ſubſtance, as what the pro-; 
phet , zekiel ſaid, “I will alſo pur ge out 
from among you the rebels, and the tran. 
greſſors againſt me: Iwill bring them forth 
out of the country where they ſojourn, but 
they ſhall not enter into the land of Iſtael 
As 1 have ſhewn at large, in the nne 
pbecy of Ezek. Vol. II. p. a2; N . 
The prophet then proceeds to ſhew, tliat 
at that very time, that the ſinners will be 
conſumed, during their wandering from one 
nation to another; God Himſels, will raiſe up 
the fallen tabernacle of David, ver. 11. 

In that day I will raiſe up the fallen ta- 

bernacle of David,” The real ſignification 
of which, is, that as this prophet, hath bo- 
fore (Chap. v. 2.) ſaid, The virgin of li- 
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rael is fallen; ; ſhe ſhall not riſe again: 
which properly denotes, that the nation _—_ 
not be able to rife of itſelt; 16 as to have 
power to ap point a king over it; he therefore 
informs us now, that God himſelf will raiſe 
up the tabernacle of David, Which hath 
been in a fallen ſtate ever ſince the days ot Je 
roboam; and will cauſe a king of the houſe 
of David, to reign over the whole nation. 
And, becauſe, the fallen ſtare of the taber- 
nacle of the kingdom of David, was two- 
fold; firſt, during the time of the firſt tem- 
ple, when the ten tribes tell off from the 
houſe of David, and appointed kings theme 
ſelves over them, from the time of Jerobo- 
am, to Hoſea the ſon of Elah; when they 
were carried captive. And ſecondly, during 
all the time of the continuance of the ſecond 
temple; when there was no king of the 
houſe of David; for then, the Aſmoneans 
and Herodians reigned over them. The pro- 
phet therefore ſaid, And I will cloſe up 
the breaches thereof: meaning the time of 
the firſt temple, when a breach was made in 
the kingdom of David, by the appointment 
of another king over the ten tribes. And, 
8 | con- 
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3 the time of the ee temple, 
he ſaid, „And I will raiſe up its ruins; 
For during the exiſtence of the firſt a. 
there was always a king of the houſe of Da- 
vid, who reigned over Ji udah and Benja min 
he therefore conſidered. 4t only as a br each, 
made an the kingdom of David. But, as du- 
ring the exiſtence of the ſecond temple there 
was no king whatever of the houſe of Da- 
vid, he confidered it, as wholly in ruins, 
And becauſe, he had in the firſt hemiſtich 
af the verſe called the kingdom of Davida 
tabernacle, we might be induced iq conſider 
it but as a temporary building, as is a faber. 
nacle; he therefore, in the latter member of. 
the verſe ſays, And I will build it as (in) 
the days of old.“ I will build ; it, a aer * 
durable building. il 
The prophet then 4 us, 1 * 
duilding up of the tabernacle of David, will 
lead to their poſſeſſing the remnant of Edom, 
&cc. ver. 12. ** That they may poſſeſs the 
remnant of Edom, and of all the na: ions that 
are called by my name * denn the r 


* Heb. ore whow my name eld. 
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who doeth this. rs t, 
The generality. of the: Hebrew, * 
mentators, Jarchi, Kimchi, &c. underſtand. 
the expreſſion, as if tranſpoſed thus. That 
they who are called by my name, (mean- 
ing Iſrael) may poſſeſs the remnant of 
Edom, &c. This form, is frequently aſd | 
by the Talmudical, and Rabbinical writers. 
See Gemara Nidda. fol. xxviii, 1. and Rab- 55 
bi 8 Jarchi, on Iiai. xlv. 24s: Hoſea, viii. 2. 
Plalm. lxxxvii. 7. &c. But A barbanal (with 
whom 1 pertectly agree) obſerves, that it 
may be clearly explained without any trand- | 
poſition z becaule, thoſe nations who geo- 5 
| lated the holy land, and carried Iirael into 
captivity, had this power given to them fro 
God, in order to accompliſh, what he bad | 
decreed. Hence, it was with the utmoſt pro- . 
priety, that the prophet laid, the Loup 8 
name Was called upon them; as being the 
eſpecial inſtrumeuts of his wrath : and thus 
we find the prophet iſfaiab expreſs himiclf, 
(Chap. x. 3. ! © Ho! to the Aſſyriau, the 
rod oi mine anger, the ſtaff in whole hand is 
the iuſtrument ot mine indignation,” &c. 
And in this ſeuſe was it, that Cyrus was 
Ver. ul, 3  Galled 
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called, the Lokp's anointed®; becauſe He 
was eſpecially appointed to decree the re- 
turn of the Jews from Babylon; as he him 

ſelf acknowledges in the faid decree ; (Ezta 

1. 2.) Thus faith Cyrus king of Perſia, the 

Lord God of heaven, hath given me all the 
_ kingdoms of the earth; &c. The real ſenſe 
therefore of the paſſage is, as I have ſhewn, 
viz. that when the fallen tabernacle of Da- 
vid ſhall be raiſed, Iſrael ſhall poſſeſs the 
remnant of thoſe nations, that have been 
called by God's name; as being the inſtru- 
ments of his wrath, in the e ws g 


the nation. 
And it is really echt" of temat 


that the prophet ſays, that my ſhall poſ- 
ſeſs the remnant of Edom ; and which 
was to ſhew, that as Brin of the pro- 
phets have teſtified of the ruin of Edom, 
on the day that God ſhall take vengeance on 
the nations, as already ſhewn in the courſe 
of this work ; he now informs us, that the 
king Meſhah, of the houſe of David, and the 


Loxr' 8 e ſhall poſteſs. the men 


fai. V. 1 1 | „ 
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which. ſhall be left of that war. And thus 
alſo ſaid the prophet Obadiah “, And 
(they of ) the fourth ſhall poſſeſs. the moun- 
tain of Eſau; And there is nothing con- 
tradictory in this, to what Obadiah ſaid in 
the preceding verſe, And there ſhall not 
be (any) remaining of the houſe of Eſau.” 
For in ver. 18, Obadiah teſtified of the na- 
tion; but in ver. 19, he teſtified of the poſ- 
ſeſſion of their land: as did the prophet A- 
mos in this propheey: ; for of the land of 
Edom, the city that is called Botſrah, ſhall 
be an everlaſting deſolation, as the prophet 
Iſalah hath ſhewn ; (chapter f xxxiv. ) but 
the remainder of the land, is to be an * 
ritance for the houſe HU os tint 
The prophet alſo aſſures us, that at that 
time, the fruits of the earth will be ſo abun- 
dant in the land of Iſrael, that they will not 
be able to reap the corn and thraſh it; before 
the ſced time, &c. as in ver. 13. 5 Behold, 
the days come, faith the Loxp, that the 
plougher ſhall draw neat | to WN 


. Obad. ver. 19. 
F See Vol. 1, Po» 212, 5 
S Or. Overtake. 


„„ 
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thetreader of the grapes, to ci the | 
ſeed.“ And which is a moſt animated man- 
ner of ſhewiug that, the harveſt and vintage 
ſhould? be copious and long in gathering. 
And thus alſo ſays Moſes, iu the bleſſinge 
he promiſed them in the Law, on their obe- 
dience; (Levit. xxvi. 5.) „ And your 
threſhing ſhall reach unto the vintage, and 
the 3 hall . unto Ln n 
c time. 5 80 
be inen part * ht "oY ahe oath 
farther ſhews the extraordinary future fruit- 
fulnels of the land of promiſe. ** And the 
mountains * ſhall drop ſweet wide; and all 
the hills all melt.“ The hills &c. ſhall 
flow, as it were, with the abundance of wine 
produced on them. And thus alſo ſays Jo- 
el, (Chap. iii. 18.) And it ſhall come to 
po ſs, in that day, (that) the mountains ſhall 
dtop tweet. n and the hills ſhall flow 
(with) milk ;“ &c. By which beautiful fi- 
Zure is ſhewuy, the abundant good, they 
are to enjoy at the time of their future re- 


Mountain and hills were the proper plates for vine- 
yards. . . _ - 
demption; 
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dom ption: and as it were, een or 

labour. © 1 
The prophet hath . to inform us 

of the entire reſtoration of the nation ; the 


happy ſtate they are then to enjoy; and that 


7 they ſhall never 80 into captivity more: 8 


in ver. 14-15. And J will bring again. the 


captivity of my people Iſrael; and they ſhall 
build the detolate cities, and ſhall. inhabit 
(them); and they ſhall plan t vineyards, and 
Arink the wine thereof; they alſo ſhall make 
gardens, and eat their fruit. And I will 
plant“ them upon their land; and they (hall 
no more be rooted. up from the land which 
1 have given them, laith . Loup ty 
Ged. | 
From the ex W — given * this 
atop ; the following fundamental prin- 


ciples, are deducible. —Firſt, the deſtruction 


and deſolation of the nations; particularly 
Edom ; as mentioned ver. 12. That they 
may poſſeſs the remnant of Edom, and ot all 
the nations.” And. which agrees with the 


* This may is mod Oy taken up from 
15 ME verſe.” 


fut, 


— — —— Ul— 


| 
| 


— — 
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Arft, * 2 principles of the gerne es 
Iſaiah. eee 
Second, the ſalvation and ern of 

Iſrael, as in ver. 14. And I will: bring 
again the captivity of my people 'Ifrael ;” 
And which agrees with the third ung of 

3 the prophecies of Iſaiah. 

"n Third, that a king of the houſe of Da- 

i | vic is to reign over them: as in ver. 11. | 

= * In that day I will raiſe up the fallen ta- 

dernacle of David, And which agrees 
with the zenth principle of the PO of 
Iſaiah. | 

Fourth, that they ſhall not go into cap- 
tivity more; as in ver. 15. * And 1 will 
plant them upon their own land, and they 
ſhall no more be rooted up, &c. And which 
agrees with the eleventh nee of — 

Phecies of Iſaiah. . 

Now, it is clear folk all hiſtory, Stk cheſs 
| promiſes have never yet been fulfilled; not 
at their return from Babylon; nor during 
the miniſtry of Jeſus : more eſpecially, the 
two latter : for in the firſt place, it is well 


known, that at their return from Babylon, 
and 


21d during the continuance of the ſecond 
2 A 
temple, there was no king of the houſe of 
David, (as above ſhewn, lee p. 167, 168.) 
Secondly, they were ſo far from being plant- 
ed in ſo firm a manner, as no more to bs 
rooted, up, that four hundred and ninety. 
years after their returnꝰ, from Babylon, be- 
ing a few years after the death of Jeſus, they 
were indeed rooted up moſt dreadfully: for 
at the ſiege of Jeruſalem by Titus, Joſephus 
ſays , that by famine, and the ſword, eleven 
hundred thouſand of them were deſtroyed; 
Jeruſalem was alſo taken, and deſtroyed by 
the Romans; the nation carried into this 
long and woful captivity ; an end put to 
their government and policy; and which 
they have never recovered to this hour. 
From all which, it is demonſtrable, that 
thoſe great and glorious promiſes, have ne- 
ver yet been fulfilled ; but that they remain 
to be accomplithed, at the future reitora- 
According to the prophecy of Daniel ; as Thave 
ſhewn in my Letters to Dr. Prieſtley, part II. page 89s. 


&c. &c, + Bell. Juda. Lib, VI. Cap. iii. 
Sect. 3. See alſo Vol. I. Introd. p. 20. 


tion 
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tion of the nation *, by the hands of th true 
Meſſian. e Tn 


0 TH ae of Wen 
T HE n who projet 
the future redemption, happineſs, and 
ſalva tion of the nation, and the puniſhment. 
of their enemies, was, the prophet Obadiah: 
and, becauſe his prophecy was entirely con- 
cerning Edom; it is (as Abarbanal obſerves) 
very proper here, to inquire, whether thoſe 
prophecies, which the different prophets pro- 
pheſied concerning the deſtruction of Edom, 
were all accompliſhed at the firſt deſtruction 
by Nebuichadnezzary who, after he had taken 
Jeruſalem, laid ficge to Tyre, which laſted 


* And thus much hath the Areiibilliop 'of aui 
acknowledged in his Note on v. 15. his words are. no 
more] This part of the prophecy will receive its completion | 
en the future reſtoration of the Jews to their owa land.“ 

thir- 
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thirteen: yeats; and during whieh intetval, 
he conquered, wines” ſubdued the Moabites, - 
Ammonites, er ane we roared ED 
ing nations. 3 
We alſo find that, nge exiltenceof ; 
the ſecond temple, Hyrcanus the fon of Sie 
mon, of the Aſmonean race, made war on the 
Edomites, and having conquered them, ob- 
liged them to forſake their idolatry, ſubmit 
io be circumciſed, and obſerve the law of 
Moſes; ſo that from thenceforward, they 
were all circumciſed; aud obſerved the law: 
of Irael, till the time of the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem by Titus: wherefore, we ought 
do enquire whether it was concerning thoſe 
events, that the prophets propheſied. It al- 
ſo is of the utmoſt conſequence, that we en- 
quyire, Whether, although it ſhould be ac- 
knowledged, that theſe prophecies are to be 
fulfilled hereafter ;. yet, if they were ſpoken 
of, and to he accompliſhed in the land of 
Edom, near the land of Iſrael; and whieh 
was ſubdued by“ David, who put garriſons 
in ail amn a ee was en 


4 4 


„See 2 . vii. 33s 14. Che i 10 5 | 
Vor. NMB A A . Wards | 


* 
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wards. ſubdued. by Nebuchadoozzr; and 
laſtly, by Hyrcanus, as abevementioned. Or: 
whether. thoſe prophecies refer to any other 
countries, called at this time Edom:: and 
this inveſtigation, appears to me extremely 
neceſſary, and of the utmoſt. utility, for the 
true underſtanding of thoſe prophecies. And,. 
as 1 have already obſerved, that iu the ex. 
planation of the prophecy of Obadiah, which 
treats ſolely of T Edom, I ſhould. ſpeak, more 
largely of the Romans, who were: denomi- 
nated Edom : I muſt now infofm' the read 
er that, that expreſſion alludedto the preſent 
inveſtigation; and on-which, I ſhall now en ⸗ 
ter without any farther preamble. 
It muſt be obſerved, that there are nine 
prophets, who have propheſied concerning 
Fdom. viz. firſt, Balaam, in his fourth and T 
laſt prophecy ; * And Edom ſhall be 2 
(Ifrael's) poſſeſſion,” &c.. fecond, Iſaiah: 
third, Jeremiah: fourth, Ezekiel: fifth, 
Joel: ſixth, Amos: ſeventh, Obadiah :eighth, | 
Malachi : and vinth, David. Now, tho 
anly method to be purſued in this inveſti» 
gation, in ae to come at truth, is, dili- 


* 
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Vol. II. p. xe; + Vide Abarbanal i in Loc . 
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| gath to ſearch! and examine every one of 
thoſe prophecies, ſo as to be able to find out 
concerning; whom they were delivered; and 
at what: time they were accompliſhed ;i-or 
whether they remain! to be accompliſhed, 
And, firſt; as to the prophecy of Balaam, it 
is manifeſt, as I have ſnhewyn in the firſt Diſ- 
ſertation , that it is impoſſible to explain it 
in any other manner, but as referring to the 
latter days; for although David put garri- 
ſons in Edom; yet, did not Eaom, or nunt 
Seir, become his poſſeſſion; and there is no 
doubt, but that the mount Seir, and land 
of Edom, which Balaam propheſied ſhould 
become the inheritance of Iſrael, was that; 
which ay nearly contiguous to the land of 
Ilrael; i. e. which lay between the lake of 
Sodom and the red Sca. But, as to what 
Balaam Gaid tarther concerning Edom, Out 
of Jacob ſhall come he that ſhall have do- 
minion, and he ſhall deſtroy the remnant 
out of the city. There cannot be the 
leaſt doubt, but that it. referred to another 
city, ent among the nations, and ap- 


«ts biss EATAr a 9 
pertaining to the daughter of n 
therefore, at the beginning of the prophecy 
fays, I ſee him, but not now iI vie him 
but not nigh: a ſtar ſhall come forth from 

Jacob, and a ſceptre ſhall riſe out of Iſracl 


break down the walls of all the children of 
Sheth.” And which prophecy, hath never 
yet been accompliſhed ; as I have ſhewn if 
the explanation of that prophecye (Vol. I. 
firſt prophecy, remains to be fulfilled in th 
latter days ; and that it includes the land 
of Edom, near to e eee 
city eppertaining to Edo. 
As to the prophecy of Majabyin the thing | 
fourth chapter of his book, a 
„% Draw near, O ye nations, and hearken 50 
I have not the leaſt doubt e, but that he pre- 
| phlicfied of the nation, called at this time 
Euom; and concerning whom he ſaid, Hr , 
my ſword that is in heaven, ſhaltbe fatiats? 
with blood: Behold, en Edein . Qiall dew 
ſcend ; and on the people juſtly devoted by 


„ This is als the opinipin bf Abardansl. 
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| me te dethubiign!* Bad as A proof "of what | 
I have obſerved, the praphet | 
ſays, For the Lok p celebrateth a ſacrifice 5 
in Botſrah, and a great laughter i in the land 
of Edom. For the ancient Bagſab belong 
ed 10 Moab, and not t Edom ; "it therefore, þ 


*S, 5% 4 


tea ſpoken of in the ce vba in 
conjunction with Edom,” is, to point out a 

certain great and powerful cy, meaning 
Romo ; a8 I have dhewn. Vol. I. p. 240, &c, 
But a ſtill more convincing proof that Borf- 
rab denotes Rome, is, "the exact deſcription 

given of it, by the 9 Her nobles, 
who de not there proclaim a kingdom.” 
Whence it i is manifeſt, that the propher | 
' ſpoke of a city, that was not entitled a ing= 
dom ; that had no Aug, but only nobles; i. e. 
Biſbopr and "Cardinals, as 1 have already 


ſhewn. *; from which, it is clear, that this 


prophecy remains to be fulfilled ; and that 
it refers to thoſe that a are ET; Edom at 


preſent + 


But, 
© 80 vol. 1. 5. . be., | | 
tun really worthy of cemark, that Biſhop Lowth 
—_ me the bigh-wrought N 


* — 


But, as to what Jeremiah ſaid, (ch. lap. nr 
us. 9 ” Take oy 1 the + wine of um 
> ; OF e «ntl Wrath 
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deſcription, of Ks Sf TAS, of Ex 
ed in this prophecy, could not ultimately refer to the de! 
veſtation of Edom by Nebuchadnezzar ; as be' obſerves, 
«The general deveſtation ſpread through all theſe countries 
by Nebuchadnezzar may be the event which the prophet 
has primarily in view-in the 34 chapter, but this event, 25 
far as we have any account of it in hiſtory, ſeems ſeems: by 90 
means to come up to the terms of the prophecy, or ſo jut. 
tity ſo nigh wrought and ſo terrible a deſcription. Andi 
is not eaſy to diſcover what connection the extremely ot 
iſhing ſtate of the Church or people of God, deſeribed iu 
the next chapter, could have with thoſe events, and hou 
the former could be the conſequence of the latter, as it is 
there repreſented to be. This rematk of the Biſhop's « en 
the flouriſhing ſtate of God's people; and which Ihave 
ſhewn in the explanation of that prophecy, is to, FN 
| of the moſt exalted degree of happineſs, both? ſpiritual | 
temporal, is an evident proof of the truth of what 1 have | 
alvanced: viz. That this, and other like prophecies ſpoken. : 
of Edom and Botſrab, remain to be . accompliſhed in the late 
ter days, at, or near the time of the future reſtoration of 
the nation, by the hands of the true Mefliah.' The Biſhop 
farther obſerves that, By a figure, very common in the 
prophetical writers, any city, or people, remarkably. di- 
tinguiſhed as enemies of the people and kingdom of God, 
| bs put for thoſe enemies in general, This ſoems here-to 
de the caſe with Edom and Botſrah, It ſeems therefore res 
ſonable to ſuppoſe, with many learned expofitors, that this 
prophecy has a further view to events ſtill future; 2o ſome : 


PG 
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wrath of my hand, and cauſe all the nations 
do drink it,” &. And among which nati- 
ons, are mentioned Edom, Moab, and Am- 
mon; appears to me to have been fulfilled 
by Nebuchadnezzar; for to this purpoſe, he 


ſpoke verſe g. Behold, I am about to ſend, | 


and will take all the families of the north, 
faith the Lord, and Nebuchadnezzar king 


a of Babylon my ſer vant, and bring them a- 


gainſt this land, and againſt the inhabitants 
thereof, and againſt all theſe nations round 


about, and will utterly deſtroy them, and 


make them an aſtoniſhment, and a hiſſing, 
and perpetual deſolations.. And preſently 
after, (ver. 17.) he mentions all the nations, 
whom (in his viſton) he actually made drink 


af the cup; and which plainly ſhews that, 
this prophecy was accompliſhed by the hands 


of Nebuchadnezzar; and that it was ſpoken 
of the land of Edom adjoining to the land 


of Iſrael. But afterwards, the prophet Je- 


remiah ſpoke of ſeveral nations, that were 


to that more perfect ſtate of the kingdom of God upon 
earth, and ſerving to introduce it, which the holy ſcriptures 
warrant us to expect.“ See the Biſhop's Note on Chap. 
XXIV. of Iſaiah, | | 75 
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In chap. xlviii. the prophet, in the moſt 
amplified manner, ſhews the calamity, that 


26 be puniſhed : 'and the Seto eats 
was Egypt; whoſe deſtruction he foretuld 
was to be effected by Nebuchadneazar; 48 
in chap, xlvi. 26. And I witt'deliver 


them into the hand of thoſe that feelc'-theiy' 


life, even into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar' 
king of Babylon, and into the hand of his 


| ſervants * but after this it ſhall be inhabited, 


as in the days of old, faith the Lon, 


was to be brought on Moab : but at theend = 


ot the prophecy, he ſays, * But I will turn 


again the eaptivity of Moab in the latter 
days, faith the Loxp.” And. in chap, xlix. 
he ſpeaks of the puniſhment of the Ammo- 
nites, and at the end thereof he ſays, (ver. 
6. But after this Þ will turn again the 
captivity of the children gs Ay ns 
the LoRD.” 


After theſe praghotion/4 in ver. 7, os ack 


pheſied concerning Edom. Thus faith 


the Lon p of hoſts,” &c. But the prophet 
did not at the latter end of the prophecy, 
fay, that God would turn again the capti- 


vity of Edom, as he had promiſed to de for 
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the other nations. Moreover, it muſt be 
obſerved, that he hath made particular men- 
tion of Botfrab: ver. 13. For by myſelf 
J have ſworn, ſaith the Lok p, that an aſto- 
niſhment, a reproach, a deſolation, and an 
execration; ſhall Batſrah become; and all her 
cities ſhall become perpetual waſtes.” That 
is, they ſhall never more be rebuilt, or in- 
babited; and the prophet ſays, ver. 17-18 
„And Edom fhall be a deſolation, every one 
that paſſeth by her ſhall be aſtoniſhed, and 
thall hiſs becauſe of all her calamities. Ac- 
cording to the overthrow of Sodom and Go 
morrah, and of the neighbouring (cities) 
thereof, faith the Lok, there ſhall not a. 
man dwell there, neither ſhall a fon of nan 
| fojourn in her.” Now, it is Well known 
that the land of Edom or Idumea, was ne- 
ver abſolutely deſolated; neither was. it 
averthrown as was Sodom and Gomorrah 3 
and there are alſo inhabitants on it, contra 
ry to what the prophet ſaid, there hall 
not a man dwell there, neither ſhall a fon of 
man ſojourn there. For no ſuch deveſta- 
tion took place in the days of Nebuchad- 
| — at the time of Hyrcanus: : whence 
"FORT: 8 1 Bb - 
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it ee that this prophecy has a-view. to 
future events; and that it is concerning the 
nation called at this. time Edom: the pro- 
phiet therefore ſays, ver. 20. „Therefore 
hear ye the counſel of che Lon Dz which he 
hath taken againſt Edom; and his p urpoſes 
which he hath purpoſed againſt the inhabi- 
tants of Teman : ſurely the leaſt of the flock, 
ſhall draw them out.” And: the: Rabbing | 
explain the expreſſion, ** the leaſt of the 
flock,” to denote the Perſians ; agreeable 
to à received tradition. See Gemara in To. 
mo, Aud the. Chaldee paraphraſt Jonathan 
explains it, 99 '2'PD The mighty of the peo- 
pie. And Abarbanal, after mentioning the 
received tradition of the Rabbins, oblerves, 
Hence you. may clearly perceive, that the 
term, the leaft of the flock, does not denote 
the children of 1frael, as Kimchi ſuppoſes, but 
the Perians; and thus the prophet expreſſ- 
ed himiclf, when ſpeaking of the deſtruction 
of Babylon: Chap. I. v. 45. © Therefore 
hear ye the countel of the Lonp, which he 
hath taken againſt Babylon, &c.——Surely 

the leaſt of the flock ſhall draw them out.” 
| And, as the prophet there made uſe of the 
term, 
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term, the het of the flock, to deuote the Per- 
ans, who it is well known deſtroyed Baby- 
lon; lo is it proper. that we underſtand the 

term in the ſame ſenſe, in this prophecy, 

concerning Edom. And the manger ot its 
accompliſhment, according to Abarbanal, 
will be, that near the time of the future re- 
demption of the nation, ſeveral of the chriſ- 
tian nations, will attempt the conqueſt of 
the holy land; and that then, the Perſians, 
and all the families of the Eaſt and North, 
| will come againſt them, and make a terrible 
laughter among them. And to this pur- 
poſe ſays Jeremiah, at the cloſe of this pro- 
phecy concerning Edom: (Chap. xlix. 22 2 

* Behold. he ſhall mount and fly like an ga- 
gle, and he ſhall expand his wings over Botſ- 
rah; and the heart of the mighty men of 
Edom - ſhall be in that day as. the heart of a 


Bb-2 OY woman | EL 


It really is a bebe reflection, to obſerve. to 
What pitiful ſhifts Chriſtran writers in general, are redu- | 
oed. iu order to evade the force ot certain prophecies, which 
bear hard on their ſyſtem. An inſtance of which we have q 
in the New Trauſlation of Jeremiah, by B. Blayney ; tor 
He waſhing ro explain this prophecy, as denoting Iaumea; | 

and that 1t n aath been FO accomplued ; 


* 
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woman in pangs.“ All which, 'witfiout- 
doubt, was ſpoken by the prophet, as refer 
| ring to that great and dreadful war, that is 
to rake place in the Jatter days, when God | 
ſhall take vengeance on Edom. ' 

In the two laſt verſes of Chapter i iv. of Je- 
remiah's Lamentations, the prophet hath 
delivered another prophecy concerning E- 
dom: and which as I have already ſhewn, 
(Vol. II. p. 215, &c. ) remains to be accom- 
pliſhed in the latter days, at the time of the 
reſloration of the nation. 1 

And the Chaldee paraphraſt Math has 
expl. ined this prophecy, in ſuch a manner, 
as clearly to thew that, the prophecy could 
reter to none elſe but the nation now Known 
by the name of Edom. 

As the paraphraſe is ſo highly expeeſſin 


(as is the opinion of the generality of the Chriſtian 88 7 


mentators) but perceiving, that the prophet, in this pro- 
phecy mak. mer tion of Botirah; and it being clear, that 
the ancien Botjrah pelo nged to Moab, as I have already 
mentioned; p. 81.) he in the ſaid tranflation, reads 
Moas inſtead 01 Edom. And what 19 Rill more. extraor- 
dinaty, has not given the leaſt reaſon, in ſupport of this 
highly valuable n as his EIN no- ee 
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of what I have ſo often advanced concerning 

_ Edom; I cannot avoid tranſcribing the whole 
in the original Chaldee, together with an 
Engliſh tranſlation, for Ws Ren of tne 

| OW Reader.. . 


Cbalur Parapbraje on | 
car. Iv. vet. 21.22." r 1 . 5 
| 6p Te £2: wh | wy 
Lamentations o 7 ; * 
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TRANSLATION. 


| — Rejoice and be glad, O Canflantms, city of 
the 
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the wicked Edom, that is built in the l land. 
Romania, (and peopled) with great multitud 
/ the people of Ldom, vengeance ſhall al in 
time overtake thee, and the Perfians ſhall waſte 
thee : unto thee alſo ſhall the cup of the cunſe 
paſs over; thou ſhalt be intoxicated, and ſhalt 
vomit. And after that, O Congregation of 
Zion, an end will be put to the puniſhment of 
thine iniquity, by the hands of the Meſſiah, and 
Elijab the High Prieft; and the Lord will nat 
cauſe thee any more to go into captroity : and 
at that time, he will vifit thine myuity, O 
quicked Rome, that is built in Italy, and filled 
with multitudes of the children 9 of Edom D the 
Perſians will alſo come and vex thee, and make 
thee de folate ; {for ) ſurely thy fins are 7 
| before, the LORD. 
Hence it 1s manifeſt, that — WT 
der ſtood this prophecy, as ſolely relating to 
the Romans; the nation called, and known 
by the name of Edom, by: all theRabbinical 
writers. | | 
It is alſo a manifeſt r of a kecrir- . 
ed tradition, which the ancient Rabbins > 


were "rexel of, that a 0, called Cale 1 
; a DG IT ID "Line * 
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ould be built, and peopled with Ro- 


man * Chriſtians, and that it would after - 


wards be conquered by the Perſians, known 


at preſent by the name of Turks : for other 


wiſe, how could the paraphraſt know, that 
ſuch a city would be built; that it would 
be ſituated in Romania; that it would be 
peopled ptincipally with Romans; and that 


it would atterwards be taken by the Per- 


ſiaus ? for at the time that Jonathan wrote 
the paraphraſe, conſtantinople had no exiſ- 
tence : for Jonathan, was the prime ditciple 
of Hillel, who flouri ſned in the reign of He- 
rod; and Conſtantinople was not built till 
the year 330 of the Chriſtian æra. And, 


although he explained Rejoice and be glad, 
.W daughter of Eqgom, in ver. 21. to 2 


* For Canis ane the city _ Conflantine ; . 
(Anci. Univ Hiſt. Vol. XI V. p. 115 Lond. Edit. i 780.) 
the paraphiaſt EY Er properly _ of it by the 


name of Conflaniina, 


+ For han defirous the mpeter was to ke his | 


ans city filled with people, yet did he not 9 if mould | 
be inhabited by any but Chriſtians.” Ibid. 


4 For when the Perfians were ſubdued by the. Sara» 
cens, and their empire fallen, they as it were, became in- 


8 wick the Arabs and Saracens. 
Con- 


© 
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Conſtantinople ;' yet, what ſhould indes 


him to explain, He hath viſited thine ini- 
quity, O daughter of Edom, ver. 22. as not 
referring to Conſtantina, but to another city 
in Italy, and which was alſo peopled by the 
deſcendants of Edom; (as I have ſhewn Vol. 


E p. 118.) but that theſe things were well 


known among them, by a received tradition; 
And therefore the 'prophet ſaid, * The pu- 
niſhment of thine. iniquity is at an end, O 
daughter of Zion, And then the iniquity of 


the daughter of Edom, (ide. Rome) will 


be viſited : agreeable to what Moſes and the 
other prophets foretold; viz. that at the 
time. ot the redemption of the nation, God. 
would take vengeance on all thoſe who oy 


and ks captivity 3 as ee men- 


tioued in the courſe of this work. All 
which, is a manifeſt proof, that tliis prophe- 
ey concerning Edom is to be accompliſhed 
in the latter days: and which: e to me 
to be drawing nigh. 


Ezekiel alſo propheſied of Edom ; fiſt | 


chapter xxv, 12, Kc. Thus faith the 


LORD 
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Lann God: becauſe Edom hath dealt in . 
taking vengeance on the houſe of Judah; 

and they have greatly offended, and avenged : 255 
themſelves upon them; Therefore thus ſaith 

the Lox p Gad: Iwill ſtretch out mine hand 

upon Edom, and will cut off from it man 

and beaft;. &c. — Lill allo ſhew + my. 
vengeance: upon Edom by the hand of ny 

people Iſtael; and they (hall deal with E- 

dom according: to mine an ger, and according 

ta my fury and they ſhall know my venge- 

auce, ſaitk the Loꝝꝶ D. God. This prophe - 

cy. can only refer to the future reſtoration of 
the nation; as the prophet ſaid, 5 Becauſe 

Edom hath dealt in taking vengeance on the 
houſe, of Judah. And which undoubtedly 
denotes the deſtruction of the ſecond temple | 6 
by the, Romans; and becauſe they were in 
alliance with the children of Judah, and yet | 
warred againſt them with ſueh enmity; the 
prophet ſays, . And they have greatly of- 
fendd; And concerning the maſſacreb 
| and perſecutions which they have'jnfligted 

ops them, during hes 00S 1 
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» Heb: In menging e A gainzgion 


1 Heb: 1 give or*beltow, 
Vos: II. Ge Cap= 
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_ captivity, he fays, % Aud W hem 
ſelves upon them; ' Aud, as to the expreſ. : 
fion, '** And I will cut off from it man and 
beaſt; it is well known, that this: did not 
take place in the days of Nebuchadnezzar, 
nor yet in the time of Hyrcanus. Beſides, 
the vengeance: which God is to take of E 
_ is to be by the hand of his people Iſ 
ael : and which properly denotes either 
the whole nation, or the ten tribes, called 
the kingdom of Iſrael: and which I am of 
opinion, unqueſtionablx alludes to the re- 
ceived tradition among the ancient Rabbins, 
that the deſcendants of Eſau will not fall, 
but by the hands of the deſcendauts of Ra- 
cChael: and which Abarbanal obſerves,” will 
be effected, at the time that the dreadful. 
war (ſo often mentioned in this work, ) will 
take place in the latter days; for when the 
families of the north will come up to battle, 
che teu tribes will alſo come, with Meſſiah 
Ben Joteph at their head; and with great 
Wrath and fury, will then execute venge⸗ 
ance on Edo. | . . 
Ezekiel allo. delivered other prophecy 
congeruing Mount Sar, Chap. Axxv. 3. &c. 
: _. - 1% Than 


aq 
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„ Thus faith the Loxp God: Behold, 
(am) againſt thee, O mount Seir, and J — 
ſtretch out mine hand againſt thee, and will 
make thee A deſolation and an aſtoniſhment. 
Thy cities I will lay waſte, and thou ſhalt 
de deſolate hBecauſe thou haſt borne a 
perpetual hatred, and haſt ſhed® (the blood 
of) the children of I(rael by the ſword, in 
the time of their calamity.” &c., This pro- 
phecy, I have already explained, and ſhewn 
that, it remains to be fulfilled in the latter 
days, at the: future reſtoration of the na- 
tion 1. 
The prophet * * propheſied con- 8 
cerning Edom; (Chap. iii, 19.) „Egypt 
| ſhall be a deſolation, and Edom ſhall be a 
deſolate wilderneſs: And I have already 
ſhewn (p. 133, &c.) that, Edom denotes the 

| Romans, and that this prophecy remains to 
de accompliſhed in the latter days, at the 
future reſtoration of the nation. Pen tals 
As to Amos, he delivered two prophecies | 
concerning Edom. Firſt. (Chap. i. 11.) 
=: Thus auth the Lond: For three trans 


'® Heb, And didſt pour out. ” 
1 8e Volo II. p- 273, KS. 


2 groſſions 
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ons of Edom, and for fobr, 1 bet 
kern away (tlie puniſhment) thereof? K. 
Thoſe three tranfgreſſions which Edbm dd 
been guilty of, and the fourth which God 
would not paſs by; were, firſt, when Efad 
intended to ſlay Jacob with the ſword, as - 
mentioned, (Gen. Xxvii. Ar.) “ And Efau 
ſaid in his heart, &c. then will T flay my 
brother Jacob.” Second, in ttie days of Mo- 
ſes, u hen the children of Hrael paffed by tlie 
borders of Edo and fent him mmeſfengers 
of peace and arnity*; . Thus ſaith thy bro- 
ther Iſrael, &c. Let us paſs, I pray 'thee, 
through 'thy country,” &. But inſtead of 
behaving kindly to Ifrael, in à matter not 
at all injurious to him; hüt in ſome mea- 
Core, rather beneficial 3 as they offered t 
pay for every thing they thould want, ever 
as much as the water they thould dk, 
tv. 19.) he anſweted them roughly; Thou 
Malt not paſs by me, leſt I cote out againft 
gee with thie ſword :” and which he actu- 
ally did,“ And Edoin came out againſt him 


with much people. Third, at n time of 
4 Numb, .. 14-1 1. 


the 


5 
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the deftriiRibtoPthe Bit temple t Föt wen 
Nebuchadnezzar came up againſt Jerafatert,” 
the Edomites, inſtead of pitying the inha- . 
bitants of Jeruſalem, as became neighbours 
and relations, rejoiced at their calamity, 
made uſe of very reviling language, and 
wiſhed to encourage the deſtoyers by their 
acclamations; as the Pſalmiſt ſays , Re- 
member, 0 Lok D, the children of Edom, | 
in the day of Jerufalem, who faid, Raſe oy | 
raſe (it), even tothe foundation ther 
But, as to the deſtruction of the ſecond ects 
ple, which was effected by the Edomites 
inhabitants of Rome, Italy, &c, who ſpilt 
the blod of the children of Judah as water, | 
round about Jeraſalem, the [prophet 
And for four, I will not turn away (the 
puniſhmevt) thereof: He then proceeds 
to euumerate thoſe tranfgreffions: and firſt, 
by the expreflion, ** Becauſe he purſued his 
brother with the ſword,” he alluded to what 
Eſau intended to do to Jacob; and there- 
fore he ſays, becauſe he purſued Bim with the 
ford; but does not fay, he flew him with 


, 1 i. 7. 


the 


r 
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the {word : for in truth, he did date 1 o'that. 
evil. act, but only intended it. «0 ant 
Second, « And caſt* off * 2 : this 
alluded to the time of Moſes, when Ede is. 
| had no compaſſion on Iſrael, not benin 
him to paſs through his country,. a 
Third, . And his , anger tare for. ever is - 
this alludes, to theit ungenerous behaviour 
at the deſtruction of the firſt temple: when 
they endeavoured | alſo. zo tear ſome of the 
ſpoil. For 1 am of opinion that I, does 
not fignify for ever, according to the enghly 
tranſlation ; but 70 the prey as in, (Gen. 
| Chap. xlix. 27. ) WY. ow Wa In the morn- 
ing he ſhall devour the prey. See alſo Ze- 
phaniah, (Chap. i iii. 8.) 99 "2p. When 1 riſe 
up ſo the prey. So that the real ſenſe of the 
expreſſion is, chat i in che wrath, fury, and; 
animoſity which they bore to Iſrael, they 
came to tear of the prey: to ſieze whatever 
they could lay hold on, in the ane wreck; 


ef the nation. 14 
And concerning Ys deflation. of the — 


4 cond temple, and the carrying the nation me 


— — — 5 2 — * * 
FE — 
. o f 


—— 5 —— a —uv— 


Heb. Deſtroyed, or cq:ropted his compaiſſions. 


— 
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do this long and woful "captivity, by the Ro- 
mans, the deſcendants of Edom, he ſaid, 
« And he kent his wrath perpetually:“ For 
on account of the length of this miſetable 
captivity, the prophet made uſe of the term, 
NS2 eternally. And; concerning his puniſn- 
ment he ſaid, · But ] will ſend a fite upon 
Teman, which ſhall devour the palaces of 
Botirah.“ For this includes all the coun- 
tries of Edom, whether Teman a city of Idu- 
mea, near the land of Iſrael, or Botſrah, ano- 
ther well known city of Edom, i. e. Rome, 
as I have already ſhewn. Hence, it is ma- 
nifeſt, that this prophecy hath never yet 
been accompliſhed, but remains to be ac- 
compliſhed in the latter days, 

We allo find that Amos delivered another 
prophecy concerning Edom, (Chap. ix. 11 
12.) In. that day Iwill raiſe up the fallen 
tabernacle of David, &c, — That they may 
poſſeis the remnant of Edom,” &c. And 
which] have already ſhe wn“ hath never been 
accamplithed, but; will certainly be accom- 

pliched in the latter "_— by the hands of 


88 true Melliah. 


See page 174 8 


As 


ordinary wickedneſs ;- and that he would 


"if 2—4. ) — ſhall lk, that 3 | 


phet clearly ſhews the: diſtinction between 
the two brethren Jacob and Eſau; the for- 


mer at whom Ged loved f while he hated 
the latter; ſo that although they ſhould 


build, yet would he throw them dos 


and they ſhall remain perpetual monuments 
of his vengeance, on account of their extra- 


therefore have indighation againſt them en 


ever: and which undoubtedly denotes, the 


puniſhment which God will inflict on them 


in the latter days, at the futute reſtoratiog 


of the nation ; when he will make their . 


bitations an inheritance for the ſerpents of | 
the deſert; nearly as Iſaiah ſaid of the pa- 


haces of Botſrah, i. e. Rome. And in het 
palaces ſhall ſpring up thorns, — And ſhe 
ſhall become au habitation tor I 5 
dee Vol. I. p. 214. Kc. 9 
As to what David propheſied concerning 
Edom, in the different Plalms he compa» 
ſed ; I ſhall, to avoid repetition, take notice 


of them, when 1 come to the explanatiop 
ot thote Ptalms : and ſhall now Pop 
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to the explanation of the progheny. under 
conſideration. 18 | 

The viſion of Obadiah, Thus faith . 
the Lon p God concerning Edom. We have 
heard a report from the LoRD, and an am- 
baſſador is lent! among the nations; (ſay ing), 
Kiſe ye; and let us riſe up againſt her to 

war, Behold, Lhave made thee ſmall among 
the nations: thou (art) greatly delpiſed.” 
On a ſuperficial view ot the firſt part of this 
prophecy, it might appear, as if the prophet 
had propheſied concerning the land ot Edom, 
or Idumea, near the laud of Iſrael, eſpecially 
rom the expreſſion, „ have made theg 
mall among the nations: thou (arty greatly: 
deſpiſed,” But this will be tound, not to bo 
the real ſenſe ot the prophecy. However, 
before we proceed to the explanation of the 
prophecy, it is neceſſary. to take notice, of 
the manner in which tome: of the Hebrew: 
Commentators have explained the firſt verſe: 
and which. is this, That both Qbadiah, and. 
Jeremiah ſaw the ſubject matter of the dee 
ſtruction of Edom in their different vilions,. 
and that therefore, the prophet ſaid, We have 
heard from the Lonp; that is, other pro- 
Vox. III. Dg. phete 
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phets beſides him, have alſb heard and fer” 
this viſion : for the verſe is to be underſtood, 


as it tranſpoſed thus. The viſion of Oba« 


diah. We have heard a report from the 


Lox,” and that is, Thus faith the Loud 


God concerning Edom. And an ambaſſa« 
dor is ſent among the nations:” And which 
figure, is made ule of, to ſhew the ſpreading 
ot the report, that all nations ſhould come 


up to war againſt the land of Edom, But 


this, as Abarbanal obſerves, is not conform 
able to the language, nor the ſubject. And 
firſt, as to the language of the prophet, And 


an ambaſſador,” & c. Now, if this had been 


the beginning of the prophecy, (as it muſt 
be according to their explanation) he would 
not have ſaid n with van conjunctive; as 


there was no preceding ſentence to join it to. 
Secondly, as to the ſubject, how can it be 


ſuppoſed that the different kings of the 


earth, ſhall ariſe without any apparent cauſe, 


to make war apainſt ſo inſignificant a coun- 
try as Edom ? And therefore, Abarbanal ob- 


ſerves, that the ſubject matter of this, is, what 
he hath ſo often mentioned, (and which 
con been alſo noticed in the courſe of this 


3 | | work) 
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Work) viz. That the Chriſtian nations will 


once again attempt the conqueſt of Jeruſa- 
lem, as they have already done ſeveral times: 


and as the holy land is at preſent under the 


dominion: of the Porte, as is alſo Egypt's 2” 


they will therefore firſt attack and ſieze on 


Fo the latter. 'This, will at length rouſe all the | 


Mahometans, both of the eaſt and the north; 
and who will then ſay to each other, Come 
in the name of our God, and let us take 
vengeance on them, for what they have done 
in Egypt, and preſerve the wy land; ſo that 


it fall not into their hands: and, this is b 


report, which they will'hear from the Lox p; 
for all things proceed from his hand“. And 


to this purpoſe, is it, that the prophet lays; 


and an ambaſſador is ſent among the na- 


tions. And thus ſaid Jeremiah, when prot 


pbeſying of the deſtruction of Edom, in the 
latter days, in conſequence of that dreadful 
war the is to be involved in; * And an 
ambaſſador is ſeat amon g the Matin, (lays 


ing) aſſe mbie yourſelves, and come againſt 


* And thus five Solomon, The x "g's beart (is) 
in the hand of the Loa u, (as) the rivers of water: he 
5 enen it whitherſoever he will,” Prov. XRlo 1. 


D da her, 


n —_ 

” 2 6 
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her, and ariſe to *ibattle.” And Ezekiel, 
when foretelling the future deſtruction of 
Egypt, ſays t, In that day meſſeugers ſhall 
go forth from me in ſhips, to make Ethio- 
pia afraid that dwelt ſecurely and great pain 
ſhall come upon them, as in the day of 
Egypt; for lo, it cometh.“ Hence alſo the 
expreſſion of Obadiah, Thus faith the 
Loxp God concerning Edom.“ He hath 
pronounced, and decreed: Aena | 
that is, that the nations ſhall ſay one to th 
other, We have heard. a report from the 


Lord :” that is, their doctors, preachers 


&c. will tell them, that they will ſerve God, 
by going up to war againſt them: and there- 
fore, they will ſend ambaſladors one to the 
other, ſaying Riſe ye: and let us riſe up to 
War againſt her. | | 
After this Aten e e in ver. 
2. addreſles himiclt to Edom: © Behold, 
have made thec imall among the nations: 
| thou (art) greatly deipiſed.” Behold, in 
old time, thy ruling power was very limits 


erem. . 14. 
4+ Vide Jarchi and A een 4 Exck, xxx. 9 Q 
ted n 
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ted; for I made thee ſmall among the na- 
tions, &c. And which the prophet ſpoke 
dom or Idumea adjoining to the land of Iſ- 
rael. But, when thou didſt poſleſs Italy, and 
fixed the ſeat of thine empire at Rome, then, 


(ver. 3-) The pride of thine heart hath 


deceived thee.” Then didſt ae 
ſcheme of univerſal dominion. 
The prophet then, to purſue the miles 


ſays, He that dwelleth in the clefts of the 


rock, (in) his high habitation, hath ſaid in 
his heart, Who ſhall bring me down to the 
ground; For thy ruling power was ſo great, 


as to boaſt that, no one could bring thee 


| down to the ground. And therefore, God 
tells her, ver. 4. Though thou exalt thy- 
{elf as the eagle, and though thou ſet thy 
neſt among the ſtars; thence will I bring 
thee down, faith the Lord.” And thus 
alſo ſays Jeremiah; . Thy terribleneſs hath 
deceived thee, &c. And which is to the 
ſame purpole. 
The prophet then proceeds i to bew their 
| # Jeren, xlix. 18, "2 


for- 


1 
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former ſtate and condition; ver. 12 1 PR | 
thieves had come unto thee, if the Aber 


of the night; how art thou cut * off Would 


they not have ſtolen till they had enough ? 
If grape gatherers had come unto thee, would 
| they not have left gleanings of grapes? How 
is Eſau fearched out! (How are) his hidden 
things enquired after? All the men of thy 


confederacy have brought thee to the border: 


the men who + were at peace with thee, 


have deceived thee, (and) have prevailed 


againſt thee : (they who ate) thy bread, have 
laid a wound J under thee; (there i is) none 
onderſtanding in thee F. 


This part ot the prophecy, a of the I 


Hebrew commentators. explain as referring 


to the future d:ſtruction of Edom; and that 


the preter tente is here made uſe of, inſtead 

of the future, as is trequeut in prophetic lan- 
guage. - But Abarbanal underſtands it as 

/ really paſt and therefore, I am of opinion, 


And ſome enderfland it, as denoting a fitent deep 


. ſleep. Vide Jona. & Ju reni in Loc, 
+ Heb. The men of thy peace. 
1 Or, a ſnare. 
»d Heb, In him; as is common in prophetick language 


| that 
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that it properly is to be conſidered, as allu- 
ding to a part of the Roman hiſtory. For 
as | have obſerved above, that when the E. 
domites became poſſefled of Italy, and fixed 
the ſeat of their empire at Rome, they became 
proud and arrogant ; the prophet therefore 
informs us now, that notwithſtanding all 
their pride and grandeur, yet, were they ſore- 
ly afflicted by the ſurrounding nations, at 
different times; and even their capitol ta- 
ken, ſacked, and burnt, by the Goths, Gauls, 
and Vandals ; as is well known from hiſto- 
ry: but then, they were not entirely deſo- 
laied, or ſubdued ; but generally recovered 
thoſe ſevere lofles ; and ſtill retained their | 
power and glory: and therefore, the pro- 
plet ſaid, “ If thieves have come unto thee, 
if robbers by night:” that is, although thine 
enemies have at times come upon thee ſud- 
denly, as thieves, or robbers by night; yet, 
did they not totally deſtroy thee ; as he far- 
ther obſerves, Would they not have ſtolen 
tul they had enough ? If grape gatherers 
had come unto thee, would they not have 
left gleanings of grapes? And thus they 
really did; as they did not wholly conſume 
. dom. 
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Edom. For. notwithſtanding all the deveſſa- 
tion that was at different times brought up- 
or her; yet did ſhe full maintain ung : 
and dominion, -. 
Ihe prophet alſo eee dit way: of "oy 
priſe and aſtoniſhment, - © How is Eſfau- 
| ſearched out! (How are) his hidden things 
enquired after] That is, how came thy ſe- 
crets thus to be divolged to thine enemies? 
But the anſwer to this, is, The men of thy 
confederacy have brought thee to the bore: 
der: the men who were at peace with thee, 
have deceived thee, (and) have prevailed 
agaluſt thee: (they who ate) thy bread, have 
laid a wound under thee ;” &c. That this &. 
an exact deſcription of the Roman common. 
wealth in former times, need not be inſiſted. 
on; as it muſt be manifeſt to every one, the 
| leaſt converiant in its niſtory. For, Was (he. 
not often brought to the border by the men 
of her confederacy? Was ſhe not often 
brought to the brin4 of deſtruction by her 
own citizens? Of this, we have many in- 
ſtances recorded in hiſtory; but a moſt re- 
 markable one in the life of Coriolanus, who 


3n releutment tor the treatment he had re- 
ceived 


1 


be bet 8 
„ 


| ing ſupported by the Folks, he hid, Gere to 
and ;upon,t che ard thepriſs vie wer 
charged with the third depy 0 f 
jure .Cariglanurs, hy the relped.he owed. to 

peace / to, his country but 


which, he. fuld, the Romans ꝰ Joaked up- 
on the ,xepublic as loſt ; the men ran in diſ- 
order to the w rum rr intel 


of Ramp be referratien of theis cauntr th 
then gn ge brinł of ruin ʒ and which it moñ 

certainly, would have pœen, had it 
for the, gttempt. of, his. mother, and the 
Roman, matrons. Thus it is manifeſt, that 
thoſe who. afeher asd &c. prevailed againſt 

ber.“ Theſe krzgienl ſernes, the often expe» 


rienced; after wards, in conſequence = the 
different gonſpiracies, civil ware, &c.. fas 
mean We her,, b her own, chile, 


Abel. Vue. bit; — * 
vor. III. n 


3 
# 4 2 i 


2% eisesertrene v - 


I add, cle 
— chat the pte dhet by 


this figurative language, ſhiewed'whit- 
4. 40 Rome ende order t 


duffle her prie 
Cohn hd often 


aud uffb to ſhew'thar; in hie futur 
the! latter days, the caſe will be widely Uk. 
fetent: for notwithſtanding all bil Cala 
mities brought on her formerly, 
not Whelly deſtroyed; but ans ct 
vered hefſelf; and often fone forth with 
greater power and glory. But ih the latter 
| _ it will not be ſo: as the prophet lays, | 
er. 9-9. Shall 1 not in hilt day ſaith 
3 Lon p, even deſtroy the wiſe men from . 
Edom, and' underſtanding: from the mount 
6f Elau? Thy mighiy men, O Teman, fall 
alſo be difmayed ; to the end that every one 
tay be cut off from the mount of Efau by 
ſlaughter. That there ſniall not remain a | 
wait of a1l'th6ſe that go up to this war, but 
what ſhall be flain: for this war will not 


be like the former wars in which Edom was 


en- 
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ar” 
= 
Y * 
7 


were: —— — | 
there: fbineriphimingadi Agape Lefty bella 
this war; there will! be none leſt j forevery: 
one will be cut off mim 1 * 


—————— candy 
carrying the children of Judah rapid und 
alſo ä a ri 2 


all Wande — 2 ſhall be cùt af 
for ever: ſo that no gleanings ſhall be leſt: 
of them a neither hall they-ever be reſtored 
power: again, as it Was aforrtim oe: 
Tha piaphes then procecde im a th mote am- 
plified i manner, to particularize the differ- 
ent injuries Which Edom did to jacob both 
at the time of the deſtruction of the firſt i 

8 imple and e, of the ſecond; as allo their 


E ES cruel 


- "= the GOO _ | 


olsen LTATIONS VO: 


| | 


— this 2 dive: Rs nf 6 
| called by the Rabbins the captivity — 


ever. In this —— A | ” 
the deſtruction of both che irſt and dong, 
5 — Rbg aan 9/4 | 
_ firſt: temple was effected by the »Babyloni 
ans, and the Edomites ere not tha gjeftrogs! 
| the, nation; en bete dae) art 
e cover inde Budde hats 
temple was. deſtroyed: by the childrewo fl. 
dom (i. e. the Romans) themfeivey, ilw-ſajdyi 
an thou ſhe be ar f for aver) "ini 
totally deſtroyed. And cherefore, the proc 


of the firſt temple, he ſaid, In the ty ih _ 
thou ſtoodeſt on the other ſide, in 'thedayi 
that ſtrangers carried away captive his ſora 
ces, and foreiguers entered his gates, men 


N rer IT Es. 


——— — hat. oY 
rize his evi pr pen ſions q ver 4 24:9 Bud 
light) on the day oi thy hrothor, on the day 
—— le ws not 

„nor decor mammut _ 


——— 
ehildremuf Judah in tlie day that they: were 
deſtroyed t! And what was ill more blames 
able, thmu didſt. enpreſs thyſelf proudly to- 
warde them : as im: the latter part of the 
verſe, „ Not have magniſied thy words in 
the day of diſtreſs.. But all this, thou didſt 
doc at the time of the deſtruction of the firſt 
temple, by the Babylonians: and for which, 
the prophet faid, * ſhame _ cover thee,” 
| Agrees 


2 2 DISSERFATIONST© 
Agreeable to what 'Sotomiorn faid®; . G har 
forth haſtily to (ae, leſb (theu know 
not) what to In ae end thereofjicwhen' 
thy neighibour-putteth: thee to ſhame. The 
proper meaning vf which as; that hen mien 
are ſtriving together; go not forth haftily, 
to view thecſaid:ſtrifeji leſtsperddventure,Jone 
of che contending parties, ſhould bet 
friend andi whenohg perceives; that: 
haſt feu him engaged in ſttiſe and didſt 
—— 3 thes 


briadr add, in —— 
in this: mammer, the prophat faid here, h 
fhall eouer: thee. e ina ies ice 
In wer. 1 3, the prophet! ſpeaks aof what 
they did at the deſtruction off thenſebonih 
temple: Thou ſhouldeſt hotthiybuentared 
into the gate of my people, in thei dayiof 
their calamity: Was it fit and proper chat 
ye, who ate the deſcendants of Eſau the bro - 
ther: of Jacob, ſhould behave: as did Nbu - 
FR and; the tenen that i is, to 


i 40 ola! 
* Prov, xa, 3. . 1 


od [of "4d ©. 4 b ee 4 


on Tk euer £8. * 8 


aid —— ar ire 
the gatè of my people,“ in like mahher as he 
faid — — 4 


gates 0 ey ie — de thow gage 
ny A or the day that Gd 


quitieal yoo thus aid Ezekiel“, 2 Reeauſe 
Edom hark dealt in taking vengeance on the 
houſe of Judah. & And Joel fpeaking of 
the deſtruction of Edom, ſays+, For (their) 
violence againſt the ſons of Judah, becauſe 
they ſhed innocent blood in their land.“ AI 
which allude 0 the deſtrudtion- of the fe- 
cond temple.” At 4 AST biet wits 
And how, I would 0 wi ts call the atten 
tion ok the reader to what the prop phet ſald 
in tlie retaining part of the verſe * Thou 
alſo fhouldeft hot have Tobked (With deli; gh) 
on His Hidtion, in tke diy of his e 


3 pet 100 


le 
2 Rack. v. „ 4 eg 5 /pap pe. UY 205 
oo Joel. ili. 19. e. a pie 1 * & * ; 


nor 


ard 1 (DISSERTATIONS Vo. 
. (hands) on his ſubſtance, in 
dhe dax of his calamity,” Here, be 
phet informs us oa Nin, that I have often 


mentianads and which is, That the childeen 
of Edomu. iirſt. inhabited: Mount Hein; but 
that afterwards when they gat poſſaſſion of 
lialy, many of thoſe that, wers in mount 
Scirs emigrated to Rome z; however, there 
were yet great numbers of them deft in Idu 

mea 1 aud who were ſubdued by. N = 
during the time of. the. ſecond temple: and 
when Titus came upqagainſt Jeruſalam, the 


Idumeans to the amount af tyenty thouſand 
came*to their aſſiſtance; but this was mere 
outſide ; for when they ſaw the downfall of 
Jeruſalem ; and that the children pf Judah 
were to be carried into captiyity ; they, then 


alſo laid their hands on the ſpoil. , All this, 


the prophet hath here ſhe wn; ö for in regard 


of the Edomites, 1. g. the Romans ho 
warred againſt Jeruſalem, he fad, a; 25 
ſhouldeſt not have entered into the gn 


1 my, people, in in in the day of their 6 ami % 


some ſay, they were invited by the zo 
+ Joſs Bell. Jud, lib. av. „ 
And 


not have looked (oh delight) © on — | 
fliction, &c. That is, as it was not pro- 
per heh the children of Edom, inhabitants 
of Italy, ſhould enter the gates of my people, 
to deſtroy it; ſo was it not fitting for ye 
Idumeans, inhabitants of Idu mea, to Jook 
(with delight) on... his affliction, and to lay 
your hands on his ſubſtance, and to ſieze the 
ers, entered into the real view of thoſe who 
outwardly appeared as friends, but inward- 
ly were bent on miſchief, as it proved at 
laſt, —Thus, the prophet ſhewed the be- 
haviour of all the Edomites, at the time 
of the deſtruction of the ſecond temple, 
The prophet then proceeds to ſpeak of 
their cruelty to the nation when in capti- 
vity ; ver. 14. Neither ſhouldeſt thou 
have ſtood in the croſs- way, to cut off thoſe 8 
of his that eſcaped: nor have deliyered up 
choſe of his that remained, in the day of diſ- 
treſs. Thus have they deſtroyed, and deli 
vered up the remnant of the nation to death, 
during this long and woful captivity. And 
Von., ME: +5) od: FG: for 


' 


2 | DISSERTAT 10% 
for all Which, the prophet a annou at 
1gethice that is to be-taken on them: ver. 
15— 16. „For the day of the LoxpD (is) 
near upon all the nations. As thou haſt 
done, it ſhall be done unto chest deals 
ing ſhall return upon thine on head.“ 
The prophet here ſhews that, when the day 
of the Lok p ſhall arrive, he will take ven- 
geance on a the nations; that is, as well 
on thoſe Who deftroyed the firſt temple, 
as thoſe who deſtroyed the ſecond; and 
perſecuted the nation while in captivity: 
but Edom ſhall be puniſhed in an exem- 
plary manner, for the blood of the mation, 
which they ſhed : and therefore their dealing 
ſhall return upon their own head: as the 
prophet farther obſerves in ver. 16. For 
as ye have drunken upon mine holy moun- 
tain;” Here the prophet addreſſes his own 
people, the children of Jacob, of whom he 
had ſpoken above; and to whom he deli 
vered this prophecy; and tells them, as ye | 
have drunk deep of the cup of calamity; 
«© So ſhall all the nations round abbut drink 
8 continually“ All the nations; whether it 
be thoſe that deſtroyed the firſt temple, or 
they who deſtroyed the ſecond, or thoſe 


that 
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that porſecuted them in captivity ;'- ſhall 
alli drink of the bitter cup: yea, they ſhall 
drink inceſſantly, till they be utterly con- 
ſumed; as in the latter member of the verſe, 
«Yea, They thall drink and ſhall ſwallou 
down; and they ſhall be as though they had 
not been. And, although the ſlaughter 
will be ſo great among the nations in this 
war, yet, ſhalt alb thoſe of the Jewiſh na- 
tion, who thall then be in the holy land, 
be ſavod: ver. 17. But upon mount Sion 
ſhall be deliverance : and there ſhall: be 
holineſs: and the houſe of Jacob! ſhall poſ- 
both the kingdom of Judah, and the king 
dom of Iſrael, are then all to return; for 
they ars all included in the term, the be 
of Jacob, as they all deſcended from his 
loins; and all of them, ſhall aue pe 
che lands and property of dom. 
Fhe prophet then proceeds to ſpeak par- 
ticillarly' of the return of the ten tribes; 
and that they will be peculiarly inſtrumen 
tal in the deſtruction of the: houſe of Eſau: 


. Heb, An eſcapitig. 


220's DISSERTATIONS 
agreeable to the tradition of our Rabbins, 
as already mentioned; viz. that the deſcen- 
dants of Eſau will not fall, but by the hands 
of the deſcendants: of Rachel: and there- 
fore, the prophet made particular mention 
of the houſe of Joſeph, ver. 18. And 
the houſe of Jacob ſhall be a fire, and the 
houſe of Joſeph a flame; and the houſe of 
Eſau for ſtubble; and they ſhall kindle 
them and devour them; and there ſhall not 
be (any) remaining of the houſe of Eſau: | 
for the Lox p hath ſpoken it.“ 2 
In ver. 19. the prophet informs us, ue : 
after the total deſtruction of the houſe of 
Efau, the houſe of Joſeph ſhall poſſeſs the 
mount of Eſau, over and above their origi» 
nal inheritance. - And they (of the) ſouth 
ſhall poſſeſs the mountain of Eſau; and 
(they of) the plain the Philiſtines: and 
they ſhall poſſeſs the field of Ephraim, and 
the field of Samaria: And Benjamin ſhall 
poſſeſs Gilead. That is, that Benjamin 
whoſe border was Jordan, ſhould inherit ; 
from. thence forward, all the Pt in the 
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luodtatt Gilead, hich. is on the other fide. 
| Jordans ſo that his border will be enlarged 
by the whole plain of Gilead, adjoining to 
his renten inheritance: for Manaſſeh, 
whole original eee was the land of 
Gilead, will then extend his border from 
thence quite into the land of Narbe ad 
the children of Ammon. "A 
In ver. 20. the prophet ſpeaks i in con 
tinuation of the poſſeſhons of the nation, at 
the time of the future redemption. And 
the captivity of this hoſt of the children of 
Iſrael, (ſhall poſſeſs) that of the Canaan- 
ites, (even) unto Zeraphath. And the cap- 
tivity of Jeruſalem, which is in Sepharad, 
| ſhall poſſeſs the cities of the ſouth,” This 
is according to. the common e ee of 
the Bible; the tranſlators of which, have 
followed the Chaldee paraphraſt Jonathan: 
for he underſtands Y to denote the ſame 
as 5. which ſignifies an boſt * : but this is 


„The Archbiſhop of Armagh's Note on this, is. 
ſomewhat curious: it is as follows. 20, —— this hoſt} 
Three M88. read n. But Houbigant ingeniouſly con- 
jectures that we ſhould read en Tn, And this captivie * 
ty” Whence it is manifeſt that, this i#genuiry conſiſts in 
cutting down the text, from rm Ny, to u mby, 
Excellent Criticiſm? : con. 
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Abarbanal is therefore of opinion that boom is 


* 


contraty to the proper grammatio form · o 
vod: 


the language, as it is written without 


from the ſame root as the following; San! 
un The plague was begun.  W) I Begin 


to poſſeſs. 97x MN OVNThis day I vill begin. 


Befides a number of others of the ſame deri- 
vation; but which are all written without 


yod: ſo that the real ſenſe of the paſſage, 

according to Abarbanal is, That as the pro» 
phet had faid in the preceding verſe; And 
(they of) the fouth ſhall poſſeſs the moun- | 


tain of Eſau; he now more particularly 


ſpecifies who, or whom, it is, that ſnall be 
the inhabitants of the ſouth; and ſhalt in 


the latter days poſſeſs the mount of Efau'; 


and they are thoſe, who at the time of the 
firſt captivity, were carried to the land of 
Edom : for as they were carried there, and 
ſuffered ſuch dreadful afflictions; they there - 
fore thall poſſeſs the principal part of their 


country; and this is what he meant by 


nm n-N931 And(the ) beginning of thit cape 
tivity, of the children of Iſrael; (of WY, - 


* See Liogua Sacra Radix 55. * TE, 


ON TAE PROPHECIES. 2 
the captivity: of the ſecond temple was a 
continuation) and into which they went, 
did the Canaanites when driven out of their 
own land; even thus went the children of 
Iſrael in this latter captivity into Greece; and 
Italy, unte DD Surpbarb, i. e. France, 
And alſo the captivity of Jeruſalem,” which 
was in MD Sepbarad, i. e. Spain, from the 
time of the firſt captivity : thoſe and theſrę 
ſhall all inherit the mountains of the fouth: 
for, as their captivity was under Efau, the 
Almighty bath decreed that they ſhall have 
the entire poſſeſſion of all the countries be- 
longing to Efau. 80 that the prophet here 
ſpoke of both the captivities ; the faſt and 
the laſt : and concerning all thoſe that were 
thus carried captive, whether in the firſt. r 
ſecond captivity, he eee of n re: f 
demption and ſalvation. ot nr” 
And Abarbanal- obſerves, that i it is en 
known that there were Jews in Spain from 
the time of the deſtruction of the firſt tem- 
ple; and who were brought thither by a 
certain King of Spain named Pyrrut the ſon 
in law of Hiſpanus, who gave the name to 
Spain; for both attended N ebuchadnez- 


Zar 


Ne ue — bimrif- 2 
. — of the different . hun) go- 
verned Spain, 'obſerve *, I _— _ 
* chadnezzar; after the deſtruction of Jeru- 
« falem, and conqueſt of Judea, is affirmed, 
* by Joſephus and Strabo, to have reigned 
« nine years in SpainF, at the end of whic 
period it is ſaid, he abandoned it to the 
«Carthaginians: though it is probable, as tlie 
4 Spaniſn writers affirm, that a great part 
of the numerous hoſt, which he had 
« brought with him, ſettled there, and 


4e built cities and caſtles, which they call 


« by their own, or ſome Chaldee names; by 
Which they may ſtill be traced to their 
«, — Ny According to «a6 e pl it 


'* Auc. Uni. bitt. Vol. XVI. p. 378. Ke. 
' + Vide Liv. Decad. iv. Garibai. Lib, V. "Cap: 4 


Vaſ, Sub. ann. U. C. 13. & 204. \ 1 1 
1 Valer, Max: libs VIII. hb.  , 
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is highly probable, that among the nume- 

rous haſt, that Nebuchadnezzar brought 
with him, there were many Jews; eſpeci- 
ally, as it was ſo recently after the conqueſt 
of Judea. But that which appears to me to 
be highly fayourable to this hy potheſis, is, 
that they who thus remained in Spain gave 
Chaluee names to ſome of the cities, &c. 
Now, it is well known, that Toledo, formers: 
ly the reſidence of ſuch a number of Jews, 
was always called, NW? 12. by all the Jews 
iſh writers“, and which it is clear, is derived 

from 21979 in the Chaldee, which denotes 
caſting out ; and it was ſo called by them, on 
account of DIR Their being caſt out from 
their on country. for the name of the 
place before, was, (as Abarbanal obſerves) 
Peraſilla, or Perixula. And thus were other 
places. called by them, though in proceſs of 
time, they were changed and loſt, —And, _ 
although there are not at preſent any Jews 

in Spain, (at leaſt any known as ſuch) yet, 

as God (is) not a man, that he ſhould lie, 
we muſt preſume to underſtand the wards 


* See Gans in Tſemach David, &c. fol. xli. 1, & 2* &c. 
Vol, III. 5 „ of 
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of the Soak as denoting, that thoſe of 
the captivity, who had dwelt in Spain, and | 
were baviſhed thence ; ſhould, either them-" 
ſelves, or their deſcendants, inherit the ci- 
ties of the ſouth, &c. And it may alſo be 
_ underſtood, as referring to thoſe of the na- 
tion, who through the numberleſs maſſa. 
Cres, perſecutions, and baniſhments, which 
they ſuffered in Spain, &c. had not ſufficient 
tortitude to ſupport them; and therefore 
ſeemed to apoſtatize, and embrace Chriſtian- 
ity; as already mentioned &: and whe con- 
ſequently remained in Spain and France. 
Yet, theſe, ſhall all return, and ſeek the 
LokD their God, and David their king: ſo 
that they ſhall alſo have the benefit of the 
accompliſhment of this prophecy. { 
In ver. 21. the prophet ſpeaks of the ulti- 
mate vengeance that is to be taken of Edom; 
and the conſequence thereof. . And deli- 
verers ſhall go up to mount Zion, to judge 
the mount of Eſau : and the kingdom ſhall 
be the Lorp's.” Thoſe deliverers, are the 
nations, who are to come up to the holy 


* See Vol. I. p. 18. Ke. & p, 36. &, 
land, 
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land; to war againſt Edom: and thus aſſiſt 
the hoaſe of Joſeph. And, becauſe they will 
be inſtrumental in the delivery of the land 
from the power of the children of Edem, 
and inflict exemplar, vengeance on them, 
they, therefore are called nen ; thought | 
they will alſo be conſumed” in this war: 
however, in regard of Edom, whom they 
will drive out of the country, and utterly 
deſtrdy ; the prophet faid, and deliveters 
ſhall go up to mount Zion, &c. And in like 
manner, the prophet called Afyria, the rod 
of bis anger; and Nebuchadnezzar, bis fers 
vant f. and Cyrus bis anvinted I: not in re- 
gard of themſelves, or their own intrinſick 
worth; but in regard to the acts they per. 
formed, by the decree of the moſt High, in 
taking vengeance on thoſe whom he had 
doomed to puniſhment. And in this ſenſe, 
the prophet calls thoſe deliverers. Aud 
when the poſterity '6f Eſau, ſhall be en- 
tirely eat off; then, the kingdom ſhall be 
the — for then, 1 gs keene 
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agreeable to what the ptophet Zechatia ; 
ſaid, (14:9 i Anda dars arg 3 —— 


366 sss ee 


ceaſe in an and men will. as 
ledge the Unity of God, and his kingda 


11 


(tall 1 be) an "ue wg e a Ter 


From the explanation 8 given. of Fel 
important prophecy, the, fix following fun- 


| damental principles ate deducible. . va inſt, 
The vengeance which God will, take on all 


the nations for the evil they have dong io 
Iſrael: as mentioned ver. 1 516. 646 For 


the day of the Loo, (is) near upon. alk ahbe 
nations. All the nations round ahout ſhall 


drink: they ſhall drink, and ſhall; wall 
down; and they ſhall be ag thougl they had 
not been.“ And which. agrees with the 
firſt principle coptaingd me Prop leg 
Ifaiah. FF 5 19 fd, 

Second, the e . W which 
God will take on Edom in the latte days, 
according to the decreed conſummation: as 
mentioned ver. 9.—18. *© That every one 


8% 4411 


may be cut off from the mount of Eſau. 


man there ſhall not de (any) n of 
the 


Ou 
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the houſe of Ei Sau ; for the Cohn had ſpoken 
it.” And which: agrees with the e 
principle of the prophecies of Iſaiab. 
Third, the redem ption and ſal vation af che 
nation; as mentioned in ver. 17. &. &e. 


40 And the houſe % he; roll — 


, "9% 


gh. the: third ene Mm of the prophecies 0 of 


; Iſaiah. 18 55 „ 
Fourth, . of: ao ten tri 3 a8 
mentioned, ver. 18-19. And the houſt 


of Jacob ſhall be a fire, and the houſe” vf 


Joſeph a flame; — And they ſhall poſſeſe 


the field of Ephraim, and the field of; Sa- 


maria: And which agrees wich the; mw 


principle of the prophecies. of, Iſaiah. 
Fifth, that the Shechinahj: or das pre- 
ſence will be reſtored to Iſrael ; as mentiou- 
ed ver. 17. But upon mount Zion ſhall 
be deliverance, and there ſhall be holineſs: 


And which agrees with D pong 


of the prophecies of Iſaiah. 


$5 * 2011 nd 


Sixth, that all the bd wil Fare | 


knowledge the Unity of God, and his king- 
dom: as mentioned ver. hn And the 


8 kingdom ſhall be the Lonp's.” And which 


ee 


agrees 


— ͤ ͤ ⁰.w-w̃ͤ˙ == —. MMM 
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26 -'Dib$errarions © 
agrees with the rwelfth | principle of the 165 


pheei es of Iſaiag. 5 coitus boy WL 
Now, it is impoſſible to explain thioſe 
proiniſes as being "accompliſh 1” at the re- 
turn of the Jews from Babylon; for then, 
the ten tribes did not return: and it is tie 
vho are to be inſtrumental im the deſtruction 
of the houſe of Eſau ; as mentioned ver. 18. 
« And the houſe of Joſeph a flame * Kc. 
And it is well known to every perſon, the 
Jeaſt converſant in Seripture, thut the 3040 
of Joſeph, denotes the ten tribes, called the 
kingdom of Iſtael; ſo that it cannot be faid, | 
chat at their return from Babylon, the houſe 
of Joſeph was a flame, and the Houſe of Eſau 
ſtubble; and which was td be "Burnt aud 
conſumed by the houſe of Joſeph: for the 
ſubjection of tlie Idumeans, was effected by 
Hyrcanus of the race of the Aſmonbamis; f 
'thethoaſe of Aaron the Prieſt; and not of 
tte houſe of Joſeph: as the hoüfé bf Joſeph . 
did not return, When thoſe' of udaff and 
Benjamin, and the Prieſts and Levites re- 
turned from Babylon. Beſides the houſe 
of Eſau, was not then totally 'conſumietl, ſo 
that there was not any remaining of tie houſe 
20 „„ 5 of 
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of Eſau: neither was every one cut oſſ from 
the mount of Eſau by laughter. We may 
alſo aſk, at what time did thoſe of the capti- 
vity who were in France and Spain inherit 
the cities of the fouth ; and when did deli- 
verers go up t judge the mount of Eſau? 
And it is alſo clear, that God did not then 
take vengeance on the other nations, as here 

deſcribed by the prophet,” From all which, 

it is manifeſt to demonſtration, that this 
prophecy was not fulfilled at their return. 
from Babylon, nor during the reign of the 
Aſmonean princes. And it is equally clear, 
from the acts recorded of Jeſus in the New 
Teſtament, that none of thoſe principles 
were accompliſhed i in his perſon; 3 or during 
his miniſtry.” And it would only! be a waſte, 


* 
— 


— 
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means be applied to the Pirituslizisg ſcheme N 
of the Chriſtians: whence i it is demonſtra- a 
ble, that this prophecy remains to be accom- 
pliſhed at the future redemption of the 
whole nation, by the hands of the true Meſ-, : 
hah. Amen. : 
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Hal e The ue, ieee. 
T H E __ who propheſied a 
* the future redem ption, and ſalvation 
of the nation, and the puniſhment of their 
enemies, was Micah the Moraſthite; and 
from whom, I (hall ſelect two prophecies, 
which ſpeak in 2 clear, and unequivocal. 
manner of their future reſtoration, and the 
peace and happineſs, both ſpiritual and tems. 
poral which they are then to enjoy; together 
with the teſtoration of the kingdom to the 
houle of David. 
The firſt prophecy commences Chap, i iv, 
yer. 1. and i 1s continued to the laſt verſe of 
Chap. vi. 
Before we proceed to 5, explanation o 
this prophecy, it is neceſſary to premiſe, that 
the ſubje& matter of the four firſt verſes of 
this prophecy, is the ſame, as that delivered 


_ by ny in the ſecond, third, and fourth 
verſes 


ry 


verfes. of the ſecond chapter of his book; 


with ſcarcely any material variation; fave, 


that Micah hath embelliſhed it, (ver. 4+) by 
the addition of a fentenge; “ And they ſhall 


fit every man under his vine, &. And 


which, as I ſhall ſhew in the explanation, 


fully evinces that, this prophecy, (as well 


| as that of Haiah) foretells the future reſto- 
ration of the nation, and the univerſal peace, 
and happineſs, that they, and all mankind, 
are then to enjoy, 

For as the prophet makes uſe of the ex- 


preſſion, m the latter days*, it is clear, that 


he thereby meant the days of the Meſſiah; 
and thus f: ay Kimebi and Abarbanal, *Where 
the latter times are mentioned i in Sy coped 
the days of the Meſſiah are always meant.“ 
See alſo Nachmontdes on Genefis xlix. 1. And 


Biſhop Lowth, in his notes on the ſecond _ 
chapter of Iſaiah, after having cited Kim- 


„The 8 pere given of this firſt part of the 
prophecy, is nearly the lame as that on the fir þrophegy 
el Ifziab, (See Vol. Iſt. p. 68. &c.) but which, in order 


to preſerve the connection of the whole of this prophecy of 


Micah, I haye now repeated; and which I hope, will plead 
my excufe with the reader ; ; more eſpecially, if he duly con- 
\ciers the importance of the ſubject. 
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chi's 1 11 on the ſaid words, viz. that 
the latter days, denote the, days of the Meſ- 
ſiah, adds, And, in regard to this place, 
nothing can be more clear and certain“ 
And Dr. Newcombe, Archbithop of Ar- 
magh, in his notes on this chapter of Mi- 


cah, obſerves, Theſe four verſes contain 


a prophecy which was- to be fulfilled by the 


coming of the Meſſiah. So far he is right; 
but when he adds, that * Then the Gen- 


tiles Mere to be admitted into a covenant 


with God, and the apoſtles were to preach 
the Goſpel, beginning at Jeruſalem: Luke 
xxiv. 47. Acts ii. 14. Kc. When Chriſt 


Was to be the ſpiritual judge, and king of 


many people, was to convince many nations 
of their errors and vices, and was to found 


à religion which had the ſtrongeſt tendency : 


to promote peace.” It is plain that, he 


ecrs, and has totally miſtaken the true ſenſe 
of the prophecy, and ſo hath Biſhop Lowth; 

and all the Chriſtian writers who he 
eſpouſed that opinion : for it is well known 


throughout the world, that no ſuch uni- 


verſal peace, as is here foretold by the pro- 
phets, OY and — hath ever taken 


is 


place yet, although eighteen hundred) years, 
have elapſed ſince the faid religion, hath been 
foutided : neither hath the mountain of the 


temple of the Lok p been eſtabliſhed on the | 


top of the mountains, &c. as will be ſhewn 
preſently. For in the firſt three verſes of 
the prophecy, the prophet hath aſſured us 
of five things, or events, that are to take 


„ 
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palace, and be accompliſhed i ef Sides” 
days, i. e. at the e of the true > Meſ- 


ſiah. 


Firſt, That the temple ſhall be Wenke 


and continue, ſo as not to be deſtroyed any 


more; as he fays, verſe 1. And it ſhall 
come to paſs in the latter days *, that the 


mountain of the houfe of the Loxp ſhall be 


eſtabliſned on the top of the mountains.“ 


By the word eſfabliſbed, it is plain, that he 
meant, it ſhould be fixed unalterably. Of 


courſe, - it was not to be e . | 


more. 

Second, « And it ſhall. be cralies: above 
the hills ;” But this exaltation, will not be 
merely an exaltation of ply ; gelber will 


. he ; ng 


H h 2 7 1 


© . 
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it conſiſt in the greatneſs of the building * 
but in its holineſs and ſanctity; as mentions N 
ed; * And the people * ſhall flow unto it,” 

For this is not to be effected by individual 
only, but by whole nations, as the prophet 


 fays, ver. 2. And many nations ſhall go, 
and ſhall ſay, Come ye, and let us go up to 


the mountain of the Lok, and to the houſe 
of the God of Jacob.” | 


Third, That all nations. will then ac- 
knowledge the true Unity of God, and free- 
ly confeſs, that the LorD alone is God; 
and that their fathers inherited I lies, and 
vanity, and things wherein there is no pro- 
fit.” They therefore, will all be deſirous of 
being inſtructed in the true Law of God, as 
the prophet ſays, And he will teach us 
of his ways; and we will walk in his paths.” 
That is, we all will ſerve him with one ac- 


cord; agreeable to what the prophet Ze. 
phaniah (ili. 9.) ſays, For then will I turn 
the (hearts of the) people þ (to) a pure lan- 


guage , that they may all call upon the | 


* Heb, Peoples. s Jerem. xvi. 19. 


; 1 Heb. Peoples. | $ Heb. Lip. 
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name of the Lox, to ſerye him, with one 
conſent®*:” And thus alſo ſays the prophet 
Zechariah, (xiv. 9.) “And the Lorp ſhall 
be king over all = earth: in that day the 
LokRD alone ſhall be mme and his 
name ſhall alſo be one.“ And therefore, 
they will all come up to the mountain of 
the Lon p, in order to be taught, as men- 


tioned preſently after: For from Zion 


| ſhall go forth the Law, and the word of the 
Loxp from Jeruſalem. 

Fourth, and fifth, That the Meſah, 
who is to teach the nations the word of the 
Lok p, which is to go forth from Zion, will 
judge, and plead with the nations, concern - 
ing their different ſentiments in religion: 
for as great part of the wars and animoſities 
have. been occaſioned, and are yet owing to 
the difference of religious opinions, the pro- 
phet informs us, that in thoſe days, all thoſe 

diſputes will be finally terminated ; becauſe, 
the nations will all unanimouſly embrace the 
word of God, which will be the cauſe of 
uni verſal peace in the world; and that, in 


* Heb. | Shoulder „ 


ſuch 
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fuch a complete and perfect manner, as to 
induce them to deftroy the very weapons of 
war; as mentioned verſe 3d. © And he 
| ſhall judge between many people *, and he 
mall rebuke mighty nations afar offi: and 
they ſhall beat their ſwords into plough- 
ſnares, and their ſpears into pruning-hooks : 
nation - ſhall, not lift ſword againſt. en 1 
neither ſhall they learn war any more. 
Thus far, the two ſacred penmen per- | 
fectly agree concerning the events, that are 
to be accompliſhed by the appearance of the 
Meſhah. But Micah, hath farther ſhewn, 
that one great and particular blefſing will 
be the conſequence of this univerfal peace, 5 
and total deſtruction of the implements of 
war; namely, that every one will be con- 
tented with his own, and will not covet 
that which belongeth to his neighbour ; ſo 
that every one will dwell in peace and ſafe.” 
ty: as in ver. 4. * But they ſhall ſit every 
man under his vine, and under his fig- tree; 
and none ſhall make them afraid. For the 
mouth of the Lon p of boſts- hath. ſpoken 
A 
„ Heb, Peoples. 5 t Heb. To afar. 
0 . Now, 
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No-, it is evident from all hiſtory, both 
ſacred and profane, that none of the five 
events pointed out in this prophecy, have 
as yet, ever been fulfilled: for the temple 
built at their return from the Babyloniſh' 
captivity, was ſo far-from being eſtabliſhed, 
that it was in a few centuries after, totally | 
deſtroyed by the Romans. And it is alſo 
evident, that all nations, have not hitherto 
acknowledged the true Unity of God: nei- 
ther did Jeſus, at his coming, judge, and 
plead with the nations, concerning their dif- 
ferent and jarring faiths, ſo as to terminate 
their diſputes, and entirely annihilate all 
contention about them; and thus introduce 
univerſal peace into the world. On the 
contrary, it is manifeſt, tliat, ſince the foun- 
dation of Chriſtianity, the ſword hath ſcarce 
been ſheathed; and its hiſtory evinces, that 
in practice, it has proved diametrically op- 
poſite to the univerſal peace here foretold 
by the prophet, as: we meet with little elſe 
but intolerance, perſecutions, bloodſhed, 
maſſacres, &. as hath been ſhewn at large, 
in the ſecond prophecy of I Vol. I. p. 
97, &c. 


# 


1 
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But above all, let us now take a view. of 
the Preſent, ſtate of Europe, and we ſhall 
find that, War, with all its concomitant 
horrors, rages at this inſtant *, in the moſt 
__ dreadful] manner, between almoſt all the 
| powerful ſtates in Chriſtendom 3; and which 
is carried on, with almoſt unparalleled vio» 
| lence; deſolating countries, and reducing 
the wretched inhabitants, to the utmoſt 
wretchedneſs and miſery. Into this terrible 
war, the Mahometans have alſo been drawn, 
and which is likely to kindle, and ſpread the 
flames of war, ſt ill wider: fo that inſtead of 
the world enjoying any ſuch univerſal peace, 
as is here ſhewn by the prophet, under the 
beautiful, poetical, and claſſical i image, of all 
mankind “beating their ſwords into plough- 
ſhares, and their ſpears into pruning hooks, “ 
We are involved in calamities, the very re- 
verſe of this glorious and happy ſtate; and 
may juſtly fear and dread, that we are at 
length come to the preciſe period of time, 
when that dreadful denunciation of the pro- 
phet Joel +, concerning the horrible. and 


»The beginning of the year 1800. 


+ Joel, iii. 10. a 
| tre- 
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tremendous war, that is to take place among 
all nations, in the latter days, is to com- 
mence: and which, he has ſhewn by an 
image, the reverſe of that uſed by the pro- 
phets Iſaiah, and Micah.  * Beat. your 
ploughſliares into ſwords, and your pru- 
ning books into ſpears. This ſhews that, 
the moſt formidable preparations are to 
be macle for, this war; and which is actually 

the caſe at preſent : ſor go where ever you 
will, in almoſt: all parts of Europe, &c. 
and you will ſcarcely hear any thing, but 
the horrid din of war, and the clang of guns 
and trumpets, and the ſolemn ſound of 
drums: of arms and armies ruſhing to tho 
dreadful combat. Can then any honeſt im- 
partial perſon, lay his hand on his heart, and 
declare that, the known world hath at any 
time, ſince the foundation of Chriſtianity, 
enjoyed ſuch univerſal peace? Surely Not! 
| What then are we to infer from this, but 
that the promiſe of an uni ver ſal peace, deliver- 
ed by the prophets, hath never been ſulfilled 
at the coming of Jeſus, nor during the eigh» - 
tzen centuries, that Chriſtianity hath exiſted 
in the world: and that it remains to be 
Vol. III. 1 ac. 
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3 15 the 1 of the true < el 


1 n ver. 55 the 1 "PRE OPT, Alto man- 
kind will then ſerve the Loxp ouly. For 


all the people * will walk every one in the 
name of his god; and we will walk in the 


name of the LORD our God, for ever and 
ever.“ That is, till that time, all the nations 


will walk every one after the name of his 
god; as they will not repent of their errors 
and vices, till they ſhall be reclaimed by the 
| Meſſiah; who will ſhew them the true way. 
But we, the houſe of Iſrael, will conſtantly 


walk in the name of the Lon p our God, for 


ever and ever. For although the temple 
| ſhall be deſtroyed, and we carried into cap- 


tivity ; yet, will we not change our God, 
for any other god; but will continually 
walk in his name: agreeable to what the 
Pſalmiſt ſaid , © If we have forgotten the 
name of our god, or ſtretched out our hands 


o a ſtrange god.” This explanation, is ac- 


cording to Kimchi & Aben Ezra: but Abar- 


banal explains it thus. That all the 2 8 


* Heb. Peoples. 1 Palms ar. 21. 


ple, 


o THE PROPHECIES. 2 
ple, who now walk every one in the name - 
of his god, and we alſo, will then, at that 
time, al walk together in the name of the 
Lox p our God: and which walking in the 
name of the Lok D, will not be temporary; 
but will continue for ever and ever: as they 
will never return to ſin any more. Thus, 


will all mankind be taught the true way, 1 
and walk in the paths of the God 9” Tons „„ 1 
for ev rt | 
The” prophet then ing 3 in figurative | l 
language, that at that time, the outcaſts of _— : 
Iſrael ſhall all be gathered together : as in 5 þ 
ver. 6. In that day, faith the Loxy, I _ | | 
will gather her that halteth, and her that is | | | 
driven out will I afſemble ; and her whom | | 

: 1 


I have afflicted.” For by her that haltetb, 

he alluded to the ten tribes: and by her that | 

as driven out, he alluded to the deſtruction [| | 
of the firſt temple : and by her whom I have 
 afſflifled, to the deſtruction of the ſecond 

temple. And, although the captivities were 


three in number, yet, were the kingdoms | 
of thoſe that were carried captive, but two: | 
namely, the kingdom of Iſrael, and the king =_ | 
dom af Judah: as the prophet ſays, ver. 7. | 

Ti 12 „ And | | | 
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« And I will make her that halted a 5 Pr 
due,” And which denotes, the. ten tribes. 
« And her that was. removed afat o ff, a 
ſtrong nation: This denotes the kingdom 


of Judah which will be the moſt power- 


ful 5 becauſe the kingdom. will, be reſtored 
to them. (as will be ſhewn in the immedi- 


ately ſucceeding verſe) And over all of them 


together; i. e. the children of Iſrael, and the 
children of Judah, the Loxp alone ſhall 
reign for ever; as in the latter member of 
the verſe. And the Loxp ſhall r reign over 
them in mount Zion, from henceforth even 
for ever. And which promiſe aſſures us, 
firſt, that there ſhall not thenceforward, be 
any falſe worſhip in the holy land ; and ſe- 
condly, that they ſhall never be in ſubjection 
to ang mortal power; ; nor 8⁰ into oaptixiy 


* Heb. For a reſidue. DO NT EEE 

1 The verb 1&5 uſed here in the participle paſ- 
five, properly ſignifies. to puſli further and turther off, or 
to drive from you; or to that purpoſe. Sce Gen, xix, 
9. And which is juſtly and” forcibly applied to thoſe of 
the kingdom of Judah: for they have indeed been puthed 
and driven from place to place, and from kingdom to king- 
dom, as hath been ſhewn at large in | the courſe of this 
Vork. See Introduction Se. | | 


rote : 
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more; as the Lond, only will 
them 1 in mount Zion... is * 47 et 3 3 * 15 at 


The prophet then in a like ne nr 
age, ſhews-that, although formerly, the na - 
tion was divided into two kingdoms; yet, 
ſhould it not be ſo at the time of the future 
reſtoration; for then the whole nation ſhall 
be included in the kingdom of Judah and Je- a 
ruſalem : ver. 8. And thou, O tower of the | if 
flock, the fortreſs of the daughter of Zion,” | 
The prophet calls Jeruſalem, or the daugh- il 
ter of Zion, a tower, as being the tower of | bl 
David *; and, becauſe all the tribes, . will it 
then have a ſhare in Jeruſalem; as ſhewn | 
by Ezekiel +; he therefore calls Jeruſalem 
and Zion, the tower of the flock : that is, the 
tower of Iſrael, who may properly be call- 
ed the Lord's flock. And, to ſhew that, Je- 
ruſalem and Zion, will never more be ſub- 
dued, or deſolated; he calls it, a ref. 2a 
 firmghald, not to be ſubdued. _ 
In the latter member of the verſe, he. n 
that the kingdom. ſhall return to en as 


dee Solom: Song. 10745 
+ See page 28. 29. &. 
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aforetime'; and that Jeruſalem ſhall be the þ 
metropolis of the kingdom. Unto thee 


it ſhall come, for the former doininion thall 


return, even the kingdom, to the daughter of 
Jeruſalem.” And now, ſinee thy proſpect 
is ſo fair, why doſt thou lament ſo bitterly ? 

as in ver. 9. And now why doſt thou 
cry out e loudly? I there no king in thee? 


hath thy counſellor periſhed? for pangs have 


fiezed thee, as a 2 in travail.” Doſt 
thou think that thy king and counſellor hath 


abſolutely hidden his face from thee, and to- 


tally withdrawn his providence from thee, 
that thou art thus in pain, as a woman in 


fo: for 
ain, on 


travail? No: thou art not to th 
although thou haſt cauſe: to be in 


account of thy captivity ; yet, ſhalt thou bb 


delivered by him from thence: as in ver. 10. 


Be in pain, and labour to bring forth, O 
daughter of Zion, as a woman in travail : 


for now thou ſhalt go forth from the city; 

and ſhalt dwell in the field :” As is thecaſe 
with the captives who are brought out from 
the different cities and left in the fields with= 


© Heb. Cryiog out; or ſhouting, 
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ut the cities till they ate all collected toge 
ther: and this, is what the prophet alludes. 
to, by dwelling in the field. And thou 
ſhalt go (even) unto Babylon: een 
place they were carried captive. 
And concerning their n „end. 
e There ſhalt thou be delivered: there ſhall . 
the Loxp redeem thee from the hand f 1 
thine enemies. This, he ſpoke in regark 1 | 
to the firſt captivity : and, in regard of te 
deſtruction of the ſecond temple, he ſaid, | 
ver. 11. And now many nations are ga- . || 
thered againſt: thee : who ſay, let her be des = 
filed; and let our eyes ſee (their deſire) on 
Zion.“ This is ſaid of the numerous hoſt 
which came with the Romans and Titus. 
And, becauſe, will judge them for this, i 
in the latter days, aud inflict exemplary pu- 
niſhment on them; the prophet ſays, ver. 1 
12. But they know not the thoughts of 5 | 
the Lok p, neither underſtand they his coun- 5 | 
ſel: for he ſhall gather them as the ſheaves * 
into the threſhing floor.” And then Iſrael 0 
ſhall threſh them; as in ver. 13. * Ariſe | 
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and'threſh, O daughter of Zion: for 1 will 
make thine horn iron“, and thine hoofs 


will I make braſs x and thou ſhalt beat in 


gain unto the L 


to the Lox p of the whole carth.”. 25 — 


vill be devoted to the ſlaughter, and their 


ſubſtance will be _ a] mum of the 


whole earth. ws 
And ſome eee nth It, N 


* to the latter days, and explain it wen | 
And now, that is, at the time when the 


captives ſhall he gathered, many nations 
are gathered againſt thee; who ſay, let her 


her iniquities, that ſhe may be deſtroyed as 
aforetime ; ſo that we may ſee the day we 


hoped to for. But they know not the 
thoughts of the Loxp,” They know not 


why he ſtirred up their ſpirit to come up 


aj-ainſt Jeruſalem : for they 1magined, that 
it was to take the ſpoil, and deſolate her. 
But 1 in this, they did not underſtand his 


= This is a part of the . which” is s beauth 


fully taken from the laſt line of the een verſe. 


1 Heb. Peoples. | 
conn- 
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-ounſel : for he ſtirred them up, (as Eze>:. 


kiel ſays v, When ] cauſe thee to come 


up from We quarters, and bring the: 


upon the mountains of Iſrael..) in order to 
gather them as the ſheaves into the threſhing 
floor: that Iſrael may threſh them &c. Kim- | 
chi. &c. So that according to either expla- 
nation, it is clear, that in the latter days, 
the nations are to be puniſhed in a moſt 


ne manner, on the mountains 120 . 


| Iſrael. TA 2D 7 
In Chap. v. ver. 1. * gli nations; 
to ſpeak of the nations in the latter days. 
„Now aflemble thyſelf in troops, O daugh- 
ter of troops · : he hath laid ſiege againſt us: 
they have ſmitten the judge of Iſrael with a; 
rod upon the cheek. According to Nimcbi, 
this is addrefled to hs nation; and ſhe i is 
called the daughter of troops, on account 
of the number of troops of the different na- 
tions, that will then come up againſt thoſe, 
of the nation, who ſhall be in the holy land: 
and the ſiege mentioned, is that of Gog aud 
Magog againſt Jeruſalem. Aud, becauſe, 


„ Ezek. xxxix, 2. + Heb, Of troop 
Vole Ml. V « half 
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& half of the city will go into captivity*;'”- 
and the judges and great men will be ſmit. 
ten on the cheeks, by way of contempt, &c. 
He therefore ſaid, They have ſmitten 
with a rod oy the n the judge of 
Iſrael, 

But Jarchi e «c aha Fr of 
troops,” to allude to the Chaldeans, who had 
laid ſiege to Jeruſalem: and, as if the pro- 
phet had ſaid to the Babylonians, what, or 
who, is it that hath enabled thee thus to tri- 
umph over the nation? Even Iſrael them- 
ſelves: becauſe, they mocked their prophets 
and judges; and ſmote them on the cheek, 
And thus ſaid Iſaiah T, 1 gave my back to 
the ſmiters, and my checks, &c. THE 

But Abarbanal is of opinion, that unn 
which is tranſlated, gather thyſelf in troops, 
properly ſignifies, cut thyſelf; and which is 
derived from na, the ſame root, as denotes 
4 troop , & c. And, as he called a certain 
nation, that had ſent troops into the land of 
Hrael and wrt nn, MD be 


of Zech. xiv. 2 | 1 Ifat. l. . 
2. See Lingua Sacra Radix a, WYcrs yau will find 


| vxamples of both ſignifications. | 
| daughter | 
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aaugbter of a troop, he made uſe of the term, ; 


unn, (and which is a moſt beautiful aud 


elegant mode of ſpeech, peculiar to the He- 


brew) and by which, he informs us, that 
at the time of the downfall of that nation, 
(i e. the Romans) ſhe will, on account of 
the; greatneſs « of her calamity, cut, and tear 
herſelf, from mere rage and deſpair * ., The 


prophet alſo ober ves, that during this long 


and wof ul captivity, that v very nation, ſmote 
the judges. of Iſrael on the cheek; as they 
treated the heads of the nation with the ut- 


moſt er velty, deriſion, and contempt. "Of 


this, we have innumerable, inſtances in. hiſto- | 


ry. The. prophet therefore faid, Now may- 


eſt thou weep and wail, and cut thyfelf ; „ 


the time of thy viſitation is come; when 
thou ſhalt be ſeverely puniſhed for all the 


evil that, thou haſt done. And, as the pro- 
phet in ver. 1. ſpoke. of the deſtruction off 


that nation in the latter days, he now pro- 
. to ſpeak | of the Meſſiab, who i is the 


Fe Aud thus we ſind the prieſts: of ig did, as men- 
opel 1 King xviij, 28. “ And. they cried aloud, and 


£ut themſelves after their manner with knives and lancets, : 


till the blood guided out upon them.“ 


Kx 2 prince 
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prince chat i is to f reign ovet Iſrael: and ſhews, K 
that he is to be the deſcendant of Davids: 
in ver. 2. ©<And' thou Bethlehem-Ephra- 5 
thah, (though) thou be little among the 
thouſands of Judah, (yet) out of thee ſhall 
come forth vnto me, (he who is) to be the 
ruler 1 in Iſrael; and. his goings forth (have 
been). from of old, from ancient times.“ 
That is, we are not to ſuppoſe that, the place 
of his birth, is to be Bethlehem; but that 
his goings forth, i. e. rs deſcent, was from 
thence ; ; and that, from a very ancient pro- | 
. genitor : : and which ſhews, that the Meſſiah 
is to be the lineal deſcendant of David, from 
the ancient ſtock and ſtem of Jeſſe, of ww 
Ichem Judah “. a 
And, as the prophet had mentioned 
(Chap. iv. 13. 14+) that it was God's coun- 
ſel, that the nations ſhould be gathered as 
ſheaves into the threſhing- floor; and that 
Iſrael ſhall threſh them ; he now informs 
us, that they are to remain in captivity til! 
then ; for that there is, a certain and deter- 
minate period - for their Fee enen as 


* See Vol. 1. p. 7 74. ke. 
* Thus ſays Moſes, See Vol. I, * . 
ä there 


oN TRE PROPHECIES. aug 


there is a certain time for the child bearing 
woman to bring forth.” And at that time, 


they will be in great trouble“, even as a 


woman in travail! as in ver. 3. „There- 


fore will he give them up, until the time | 
(that) the” n travaileth ny . ; 


forth f. * BÞ 3 


And TY the ten ber wilt/be aha 


rſt that will make war with the nations, 
and who will afterwards be joined by the 
children of Judah and Benjamin, the pro- 
phet therefore, in the latter member of the 


verſe; ſays, Then the remnant of their | 
brethren: ſhall return unto the children of 


_ That is, oy” hall JD the ten 


* [4a ſo ſays Jeregiab+s 6 ind a time "of diſtreſs 
will it be to Jacob; „ &c. See Vol. 1. p. 131. And 
Daniel alſo obſerves, that it will be 4 time of trouble, 
Chap. xii - 1. And there ſhall be a time af trouble, ſuch 
as never was lince there was 3 nation, (even) to > that 
time "us Kc. 
I The Rabbins obſerve, (See Gemara in Yomo. fol, 
x. 1.) % That the fon of David, (i. e. the Meſſiah) will 
not come, till the wicked kingdom hath extended its power 
over the whole world, for the ſpace of nine months : as 
11 ſaid, (Micah v. 2.) Therefore will he give them up.“ 


c. Hence it may be perceived in what ſenſe, the Tal- | 


mudiſts under ſtood this allegory. $ Heb, His, 
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tribes. And, when this is effected, then, the 5 
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ruler aboyementioned, whoſe goings forth, 
have been from Beth lehem, {hall ariſe; and 


feed them all in the: name, ſtrengih, and 


majeſty of his God: as in ver. 4. And he 
ſhall ſtand, and ſhall-feed (hie flock) in the 
ſtrength of the Loꝶx D; in the majeſty of the 


name of the Lok D his God: That is, by 
means of the vengeance, which God will 


take on the nations; when he will vindicate 
the majeſty of his holy name, which hath 
been profaned among thoſe nations. And 
then, Iſrael ſhall abide in prace and ſafety; 
hecauſe, the name of the Meſſiah, will be 
great unto the ends of the earth: as in the 
latter member of the verſe. “ And they 
ſhall dwell (in peace): for now ſhall he be 


great unto the ends of the earth.” _ | 
And, becauſe, when ltrael dwelt in their 


land aforetime, they were afraid of the Aſſy- 
rian, who was their enemy; and of whom 


they were in continual dread of invaſion ; 


the prophet therefore informs us, that then 
it will not be ſo; for the Meſſiah will give 
eace to the whole earth; ver. 3. And 


Al- 
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Aſſyrian ſhall come into our land, and when 


he ſhall tread in our palaces; So that the 


real ſenſe of this is, that, although the Ale 


ſyrians ſhall then come into our land, it 


will be in a peaceable manner; as the Meſ- 
ſiah will then be the cauſe of univerſal 
. 1 

The prophet . to thew: that; oa 
will then not only be in peace with Iſrael ; 
but will likewiſe be in ſubjection to them: 
as in the latter member of the ver. &c. 
Then ſhall we raiſe againſt him ſeven“ ru- 
lers, and eight principal men. And they 
ſhall waſte the land of Aſlyria with the 
{word;and:the land of Nimrod with her own 


drawn + ſwords : thus ſhall he deliver (us) i 


from the Aflyrian, when be ſhall come into 
our land, and when he ſhall tread in our 
borders. The real ſenſe of which is, that 


becauſe the Aſſyriaus and Babyloniaus de- 


ſtroyed the land of Iſrael, and carried the 
nation into captivity; they are therefore, alſo 


to be deſolated, and brought into ſubjection 


. Perhaps a definits number for an indefinite, 


+ And ſome think, it denotes the entrances thereaf,, See 


Jarchi, Aben Ezra, Kimchi, and Abarbanal, in Log 
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to Iſrael; who will appoint ER wy 
them; to keep them in obedience: ſo thay 
whenever they ſhall have occaſion to come 
Into the land of Iſrael, it will be in a peace- 
able and ſubmiſſive manner. Thus will che 
Meſſiah effect our deliverance. And hence, 
we may perceive, that in the latter days, 
Ifrael; but which will not be the caſe with 
Edom ; for as Edom was the principal ene- 
my of Ifrael, ſhe is therefore, to be-wholly - 


conſumed from off the face of the'earth 3; 


as already ſhewn in the woes 5 y 
work *. : 
The e then in bedutifut ee 
cal language, ſpeaks of the future flouriſh- 
ing, and victorious ſtate of the nation; ver. 
7. &e. And the remnant of Jacob ſhall 
be in the midit of the many people+, as the 
dew from the LorD, as the ſhowers upon 
the graſs ; which tarrieth not for man, nei- 
ther waiteth for the ſons of men.“ The 
ſenſe of this beautiful figure, i is, that as the 


* See Vol. L p· 126. xc. And Vol. III. P. 135. Kc. 
'4 Heb, Feopten, | 


4 i dew 
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de and ſhowers of rain, are not brought 
on the earth by the meant of man; — 


will it be in the latter days, with the rem 
nant of Jacob, when they ſhall be in great 


trouble among the many nations, who then 
will be at war with them: for they will not 


requite help of Egypt, or of Aſſyria, as they 


uſed to do aforetime &; as they will not tarry 


for nan, neither wait for the ons of men but 


will put their ſole truſt in the Lon p, and 


not in man, to delle them . all. Wen 


trontfe . „ 


In verſe 8, whe 1 en a 


goty. And the reſidue of Jacob ſhall be | 


among” the nations, in the midſt of 


| people F, as a (lion) among the mise b 


the foreſt, as a young lion among the flocks 
of ſheep: who, when he paſſeth through, 
treadeth down, and teareth ; and none deli. 
vereth.“ By this figure, the prophet ſhew- 
ed, that, „although Iſrael ſhould be greatly 
diminiſhed daring this long and dreadful 


captivity,” herein «they! have been nr 


ST hs $134 > : 3 | {1 
2 See 1 Wing,” xvi. 7. & xvii, Wh 4e. 1 
1 Heb. ti | 1 
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ed by dds ande en tens of. e yet, 
ſhould the remnant of them, be among the 
nations, in the midſt of many different peo · 
ple, who will come to war againſt them FR as 
a devouring lion among the cattle of the fo- 
reſt, and as a young lion among the flocks 
of ſheep: that is, they ſhall have the courage, 
and ſtrength of a lion, to overcome their 
enemies: for although there ſhould be but 
one devouring lion among the beaſts of, the 
foreſt, or one young lion among the flacks 
of ſheep, yet ſhall that one lion, tread down, 
tear in pieces, and deſtroy the numerous 
cattle and flocks of ſheep, who have not 
power to ſtand before him, even ſo will * 
rael overcome thoſe that oppoſe them; 
mentioned in the ptophecies of Ezekiel .. 
and Zechariah : and therefore, the ——_ 
' ſaid: ver. 9. Thine hand ſhall be lifted 
up over thine adverſaries, and all thine ene- 
mies ſhall. be cut off.” Be not afraid, or 
terrified becauſe of chem; but lift thine hand 
againſt thine adverſaries, for all thine ene- 
mies ſhall be cut off of themſelves ; even 
by the {word of every man inn his bro 


| * See Ezek, xxxviii. 21. * and Zech. xiv. 3. 12. wand 


wo 
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the dreadful plagues, whetewith 


ther, aid 


| whe Almighty will afflict them Ne 


Aud Abarbanal obſerves, that the di 


tion, which the prophet made between mag | 
which denotes, a full grown omg, and vi- 
gorauis lion; and VDD, 4 yon dn 7; was to 
ſhew, that as à full gran vigorous diohy 
hath power over all the cattle of the foteſt, 


uch as the ox, the hart, roebuck, fallowy 
ot &c; over whom he paſſeth, treadeth 


dovrn, and teareth according to his will; 


and the young lion, which hath! no ſuch 
ower over the cattle of the foreſt; is: nevet + 


thelefs, ſo powerful among the flocks f 
ſheep, as to he able to deſtroy; them ar ance: 


and none be ahle to deliver them; even ſo 


wall. Iſrael be among the nations, that will 


come to war againſt Jeruſalem. Fhat is, 


ſame they will overpower, as the liou does 


the cattle of the foreſt ; and 'which are thr 


Aſſyrians, and the other children of the eaſt. 

And to ſome of them; i. e. the children of 
i Edom, they will be as the young lion among 
the flocks of ſheep, ſo as to deſtroy them 


wholly, and none be able to deliver them. 


An ad therefore, concerning the former, he 


nl 


by LE © aid, 
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ſaid; thy hands ſball be lifted ip over chino ad- 
werſeries :' and it regard of the latte, he 
ou wang es nn mai 1 4. cut 
The e den e eee 
that, as he had ſaid, thine hand ſhall be lift= 
ed up over thine adverſaries, &c. Iſrael might 
preſume to imagine, that all this victory, 
vill be entirely owing to their ſtrength und 
proweſs; he therefore ſays, ver. 1 o. nd 
it ſnall come 0 paſs in that day, ſaith the 
Lon p, that I will ſ cut off thine horſes from 
the midſt of thec, and Iwill "deſtroy: thy 
chariots: That is, they will not have any 
neceſſity for chariots, or horſemen in this 
war. And after it, they will not have oc- 
caſion for walled cities, aud fortified plate I 
as in ver. 11. I. will alſo cut off the Tities 
of thy land, and will throw down all thy 
ſtrong holds. For after that war, there 
will be ee peace; ſo that there will be 
no neceſſity for any ſuch places. And thus 
ſays the prophet Zechariah ; *«« Jeruſalem 
ſhall be inhabited (as) towns without "a 


1911 . 50) KN 8 f 6847 


1 Zech. tl ry 3 
i ene MASS 
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For 1 Will be uittb her, faith the Lokb, 
a wall of fire round about.” This moſt ſub- 
lime image, ſtronglyexpreſſes the protechion 
of the Deity; as will be ſhewyn more at large, 
when wei oome to treat of ni ophecy of 
Zechlarial lil Ml Be 
_ he pobphes en ast us, that they 
will not then have .occafioh for diviuerb, or 
ſoothſayeri, to confult them concerning the 
fucceſs of war, &. as they did afo by 
becauſe: the ſucceſs: of this war will Hlely 
depend on the aſſiſtance of the Almighty, and 
not on that of any hamun power! Neither 
ſhall th ithen have any idols, of Filſe:wore = 
ſhip among them: as in ver 1213. & 14. | 
I will alſo cut off the ſocerers ot of thy 
border ®; and thou ſhalt have no ſoothſayers. 
I will alſo eut off thy graven images and thy 
ſtatues from the a of thet ; and thou 
ſhalt no more bow down thyſelf to the work 
of thihe hands; And I will root up thy groves 
from the midſt of thes,” For they will no 


| 41 i e r 722 Air: 


Heb. Thy band and ich ee denotes power, 


juriſdiction, &c. Andi is frequently uſed to denpte Morphe, \ 
or borders of a e 8 
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more bffer aten 0 den, be the 
Lok n oaly. Us W. J0ods: BNRDO1.: es 445: 7.4. 
The prophet alſq ; obſerves, e when 
ey ate wich out hofſes and chatiots, and in 
unwalled cities ; and without: witchcraft, 
and ſorcerers, and all manner of idol worſhip 
then will God deſtroy their: enemics >/a8 in 
the latter member of ver. 14. & ver. 18.1 
will deſtroy [thine etbemies: And Iwill exe- 
cute Vengeance, in anger and in fury, upon 
the! nations which have not hearkened unto - 
me, Whe have not hearkened to my Law; 
; for 3 me this vengeance is to come upon 
them; and not from the nn 
ſorcerers, and i images 1 ies 
From the — b Pom: 
given pf this important prophecy, che fol- 
lowing fundamental principles are deduci- 
ble. F irſt, That all the nations of the earth 
will be converted to the true faith ; will ac- 
knowledge the true Unity of God; will ſerve 
and worſhip, him; and | earneſtly defire to 
be inſtructed in his Law: as in Chap. iv. 
ver. 2 And many nations ſhall go, and 
thall ſay, Come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lox D, and to the houſe of 
1 the 
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the God of Jacob,” Ge. And which agrees 


with the 7wel#th . conte in bag 
| prophecies of Ifaiah, 1.975703 1519 21 
Second, That there vill then be peacein 
all the earth: as ih ver, 4.. Nation ſhall 
not lift up ſword againſt nation, neither tſhall 


they learn war any more.” And which agrees 
with the fhirteentb princple of the Hebkkes- 


cies of Iſaiah, 


Third, and fourth; is the FLAP 1 
tion and ſalvation of Iſrael ; andthe return 


of the ten tribes: as in ver. 6. In that 


day, faith the Lon p, Iwill gather her that 
halteth, and her that is driven out will I 
aſſemble, &c. And which agrees with the 


third and fourth en on tho pros | 


of Ilaiah. 

Fifth, That the blaster mall return to 
the houſe of David, and Jerulalem. > as in 
ver. 8, and Chap. v. ver. 2. And the 
former dominion ſhall return, (even) the 
kingdom, to the daughter of Jerualem.—— 
And thou Bethlehem-Ephrathah, WE.22 
Out of thee ſhall come forth unto me, (he 

wo ig to be ruler in o Iſrael: And which 


5 e agrees 


3 —© © DI88ERfFATIONS © | 
agrees lan the nch erke the brophos 
cies of Haiah. ls e, 
Sixth, that PORE. is a bertlän Pray n 
minate period for the redemption of the na- 
tion: as in ver. 3. Therefote will: he 
givs them up, until the time when ſhe that 
bringeth forth hath brought forth: And 
which agrees with the Hr e the 
prophecies of Iſaiah. bir % 
Seventh, The puniſhment « of ho nations; 

| as mentioned Chap. iv; 13, and Chap. v. 1 15. 
** And thou ſhalt heat in pieces many peo- 
ple *; and I will devote their gain unto the 
Lon p, Kc. I will deſtroy. thine ene · 
mies, And I will execute vengeance in anger, 
and in fury, upon the nations which have 
not hearkened unto me.” And which agrees 
with the 2 rin of the prophecies of 


Iſaiah. * his 
"Eighth, The vengeance which Kay vill 


| take on Edom in particular; as in Chap. v. 

1. Nou cut thyſelf, O daughter of troops · : 
he hath laid ſiege againſt us: And which 

2 . of the Pies 


phecies of Iſaiah, 1 


„ Heb, We + Of a troop. _ = 


»% + % 
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| Nove i it is manifeſt from all hiſtory, that 
none of thoſe great and important events 
were accompliſhed at their return from Ba- 
by lon: or during t the continuance of the ſer 
cond bewple: for the ten tribes were not 
| reſtored : 5 the kingdom « did not return to the 
houſe of David. Neither have all the na- 
tions been brought, to the knowledge of the 
true Unity of God, and earneſtly deſired tq 
be taught his law. Beſides, no ſuch um- 
verſal peace, as is here deſcribed by | the | pro- 
phet, hath ever yet taken place in the world, 
as above ſhewn : much leſs can we ſay, that 
they were accompliſhed, by, or in Jeſus; as 
is clear from the whole hiſtory of his life, 
while on earth; and the hiſtory of the Chriſ- 
tian Church 8955 his death : conſequently, 
he could not be the promiſed Meſſiah here 
ſ poken of, 

As to what ſome Chriſtian writers aſſert, 
that thoſe great and important promiſes, are 
to be accomplithed at the ſecond coming of 
Jeſus, is futile ; as I have ſhewn at large, 
Vol, I. page 130. Much leſs can they be 
accommodated to the ſpiritualizing ſcheme 
of the Chriſtians, From all which, it is 
Vor. III. . Mm 1 
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clear to e that thoſe glori ious. 
promiſes, eſpecially, that univerſal Peace and 


7 1 «wy 


tranquillity, that is to reign among the whole 


es V. 


Face of mankind ; remain n accompliſh- 


LL OS ES 4 


of the true Mcſliat Ben David; whom God 
in his great Mercy, may be Pleaſed to ſend 
ſpeedily, to redeem his choſen people, as! he 
fo often hath aflured 1 us. Amen, # 
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